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Abstract

The two main objectives of this study were: (1) to study the characteristics and attitudes
of foreign tourists who visited Pai district, Mae Hong Son province, and (2) to analyze the travel
expenditure patterns of foreign tourists in Pai.

This study covers 200 interviews by using designed questionnaire with foreign tounsts
who visited Pai. The accidental random sampling was taken from foreigners who stayed in Pai at
least one night. Analysis of data was accomplished using Multiple Classification Analysis (MCA)
techniques. |

The results of this study-showed that the ratic of male to female tourist§ -was 56.5% to
43.5%. Most of them (62.0%) were less than 30 years of age and an overwhelming majority
(81.0%) was single. The ratio of tourists with an undergraduate education to those with a graduate
or higher education was 53.5% to 46.5%-; 52.5% were self-employed; 69.5% of the tourists were
European citizens; 40.5% planned to stay in Thailand for 1-3 months; and 40.0% received travel

information from guidebooks.



The most influential factor in choosing Pai as a travel destination was its natural beauty:
68.0% of the tourists listed such things as caves, forests, waterfalls, etc. as their primary reason for
visiting Pai. 85.5% of the tourists were first-time visitors to Pai, and 82.0% planned to stay less
than one week. 64.5% of the tourists spent between 500-2,000 Baht during their stay in Pai.

In terms of services and facilities, tourists ranked food as the best thing about Pai,
followed by accommodation, safety, traffic, electricity, water supply, ﬁanspoﬂaﬁoanubli;
services and telecommunications facilitics. Overall, tourists rated Pai’s services and facilities as
highly satisfactosy.- On the other end of the scale, tourists felt that Pai’s most serious drawbacks
were environmental pollution and inadequate infrastructure.

Nationality and occupation were the variables that were 90% statistically significant in
relation to average travel expcnditurcs'. Demographic variables such as sex, age and level of
education were statistically insignificant at the 90% level. The result of Multiple Classification
Analysis (MCA), were that the coefficient of determnant (Rz)_ was 0.085 and average travel
expenditures was 2,364.40 Baht.

It was found that tourist nationality affected the amount of money spent: Europeans,
~Nortn Aunericans and Australians had average travel expenditures of 2,692.5 Baht, 1,443.07 Baht,
.2,374.11 Baht respectively while tourists from other countries spent an average of 1,550.14 Baht.

In addition, tourist occupation influenced the amount of money spent: the average travel
expenditure. of tourists who were government officers was 3,461.90 Baht, employees of

companies 1,677.66 Baht, self-employed persons 2,1 18.66 Baht, and retirees 5,269.26 Baht.



