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ABSTRACT

This thesis describes an assessment of three areas relevant to Khuen language

development, namely Language Use, Literacy, and Phonological Variation.

Under the heading of ‘Language Use’ both Khuen language vitality and
proficiency and use of regional Languages of Wider Communication (LWCs) are
assessed. Attitudes to Khuen language and to bilingualism in the LWCs are also
assessed. Khuen is shown to have strong language vitality and individuals display
positive attitudes to Khuen language and to bilingualism in LWCs. Reported

proficiency in the LWCs is generally low despite positive attitudes.

Reported literacy rates in Khuen are surprisingly high for a minority language that
is not taught in the formal education system. These high rates are shown to be

accurate by tests of reading, writing and numeracy.

In assessing phonological variation, wordlists from seven locations are analysed
and compared with previous published data as well as data from other
contemporary varieties. Two kinds of comparison are used: lexicostatistics and
comparison of phonological features. Phonological, geographical and lexical

evidence all point to a distinct subgroup in Murng Lang village tract.
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