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CHAPTER 6 

COMPLEX SENTENCES 

6.0 Introduction 

Complex sentences are a combination of multiple clauses which include 

different kinds of phrases of several grammatical categories. The relationship 

between phrases, sentences and paragraphs is stated by Payne as follows. 

Payne (1990:3) states that: 

All languages, seemingly without exception, possess strategies which permit 

various types of co-coordinating to occur at the phrases as well as the 

sentential level, thereby forming complex phrases of various grammatical 

categories. 

According to Thomson and Longacre (1990:171), all languages have two-clause 

constructions where one clause modifies the other clause like an adverb 

modifies a verb. In Geba, there are clauses which modify other clauses like this. 

When the clauses combine, they in turn form paragraphs and increasingly larger 

bodies of discourse. Again, Longacre (1990:235) describes that: 

Clauses-the surface structure units which correspond most closely to 

individual predications-combine into clusters of clauses which are 

distinguished in most languages as sentences versus paragraphs. These 

sentences are tighter bundles than paragraph. 

In Geba, complex clauses are clauses such as relativized clauses, adverbial 

clauses, complement clauses, passive constructions, causative sentences, and 

coordinate clauses. This chapter discusses complexes clauses with more than 

one clause and serial verb constructions. Larger structures than these are not 

discussed in this chapter. PA
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6.1 Relativized clauses and clausal complements of nouns 

Relative clauses are clauses that modify a noun and sometimes they are known 

as adjectivized clauses (Peck 1984: 150). 

Example (262) shows a relative clause structure in Geba which consists of the 

common noun bjà and a modifying relative clause. The relativizer ɗó functions 

as a relator which precedes the relative clause. The relative phrase occurs in the 

same position as an adjective. It precedes the quantifier phrase. 

Example (262) shows an externally headed relative clause in Geba.  

(262) (Elicitation) 

bjà

person

N

ɗó

who

REL

əl̄eńù

enter

V

zàràʔ

church

N

bú

in

LOCN

dəl̄à

many

QNT

nù

that

DEM

ɓɛ̀

have to

AUX

kɔl̀ad́eʔ̀

take off

V

kʰàtək̄ʰɔʔ̀

shoes

N
 

People who enter the church should take off (their) sandals. 

In example (263), the head noun is the subject of the embedded clause. This 

sentence structure is possibly an internally headed relative clause. 

(263) (Elicitation) 

əm̄im̥̀ù

woman

N

kɔ́

wear

V

kʰàtək̄ʰɔ̀

sandals

N

əɓ̄óθà

white

N

də̄

one

NUM

bwɛ̀

CLF

CLF

nù

be

COP

səm̄ɔ̀

beautiful

ADJ
 

The lady wearing white sandals is beautiful. 

Example (264) includes the relative clause in bold. 

(264) BH 010 

mɛɡ̀ən̄òək̄ʰòsɛ́

because of that

CONJ

bjà

person

N

ɗɗɗɗóóóó

who

REL

ə̄ə̄ə̄əɓ̄ɓɓɓɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛĺlllɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀

love

V

ddddɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́

thing

N

kkkkʰhhhɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀ɔẁwwwɛ̀ɛ ̀ɛ ̀ɛk̀kkkʰhhhɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀ɔk̀kkkʰhhhàààà

mercy

V

ddddɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́

thing

N

ddddə̄ə̄ə̄əl̄àlàlàlà

many

QNT

nònònònò

that

DEM

ssssə̄ə̄ə̄ə̄

3S

PRNPA
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ɓɛ̀

have to

AUX

hòwé

bless

V

nù

this

DEM

lɔ̄

FP

FP
 

Because of that people who love and mercy others will beblessed. 

In example (265), the noun dɛp̀ʰìdɛm̀ɛ ̀ is followed by the complementizer to 

form a clausal completment of the noun structure. 

(265) WL 009 

dɛp̀ʰìdɛm̀ɛ̀

work

N

ɗó

which

REL

jə̄

1S

PRN

ɓɛ̀

must

AUX

θɛl̀ó̥

teach

V

sándéskúl

Sunday school

N

nù

FP

FP
 

The work that I must do is teach Sunday school. 

In Geba, there are also different sentence structures in which the head noun is 

the object of the embedded clause8. 

6.2 Adverbial clauses 

Dependent clauses in Geba can be formed by adding a subordinate conjunction 

such as: when, if, since, after, before, because. Adverbial clauses are mostly 

                                              

8 The regular structure of the relativized clause is as follows. 
múdən̄i ̀  dɛm̀ɛl̀o̥ ́  dó sə ̄ θɛl̀ó də ̄ dɛ ́ nù əɓ̄à 

yesterday lesson  which 3S teach one thing this difficult 

ADV  N  REL PRN V NUM CLF DEM ADJ 

The lesson which he taught yesterday was difficult. 

 

But sometimes, the head is internal as in the following example where the head noun is the object 

of the embedded clause. 

múdən̄i ̀  sə ̄ θɛl̀ó dɛm̀ɛl̀o̥ ́  də ̄ dɛ ́ nù əɓ̄à 

yesterday 3S teach lesson  one thing this difficult 

ADV  PRN V N  NUM CLF DEM ADJ  

The lesson which he taught yesterday was difficult. 
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found in declarative clauses and they are often connected by discontinuous 

subordinate conjunctions.  

In example (266), ɗó…. əɡ̄əd̄aǹù surrounds the adverbial clause. 

(266) WL 005 

ɗɗɗɗóóóó

when

ADV

jə̄

1S

PRN

dò

big

ADJ

tʰà

ascend

DIR

θàzē

youth

N

ə̄ə̄ə̄əɡ̄ɡɡɡə̄ə̄ə̄əd̄aǹùdaǹùdaǹùdaǹù

time

N

jə̄

1S

PRN

mɛ̀

work

V

ɓɛ̀

have to

AUX

pɔm̀ū

woman

N

ɡər̄ə̄

organization

N

kʰò

leader

N

tə̄

one

NUM

plà

time

CLF
 

When I became a youth, I had to do a woman leader one time. 

Example (267) shows the usage of the subordinate marking ɓé …. əl̄ek̀ańù.  

(267) WL 009 

ɓɓɓɓéééé

when

ADV

jə̄

1S

PRN

ʔɔ̀

have

V

jə̄

1S

PRN

ʃìbùpʰábúpʰòʔ

family

N

ə̄ə̄ə̄əl̄ek̀ańùlek̀ańùlek̀ańùlek̀ańù

after

ADV

ɗɔʔ́

and

CONJ

jə̄

1S

PRN

ʔɔ̀

have

V

kɪ ̄

N

CONJ

jəp̄ʰòjəl̄i ̀

my children

N

jə̄

1S

PRN

sàʔì

take care

V

ɓɛ̀

have to

AUX

jəp̄ʰòjəl̄i ̀

my children

N
 

After I had my family, I had my children and I took care of my children. 

Adverbial clauses in Geba modify a verb phrase or a whole clause. The 

following sections discuss different types of adverbial clauses, time, purpose, 

reason, conditional, negative conditional, concessive, substitutive, and additive, 

which are found in Geba. 

6.2.1 Time 

Time adverbial words such as ət̄ʃʰɪ ̄or le̥…́. ək̄ʰɛ ́form the head of the adverbial 

clause. Examples (268), (269), and (270) show time adverbial clauses in Geba. 
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In some of these constructions ɗó can optionally appear at the beginning of the 

clause. 

(268) (Elicitation) 

(ɗó)w̥ɛ̀

rain

N

zú

fall

V

ə̄ə̄ə̄ət̄tttʃʃʃʃʰhhhìììì

time

N

nù

this

DEM

hɛʔ̀

walk

V

θàɗɔθ́àɗɔ̀

slowly

ADV
 

Walk slowly when it rains. 

(269) WL003 

le̥ ́le̥ ́le̥ ́le̥ ́

when

ADV

jə̄

1S

PRN

ʃìpʰòʔ

young

ADJ

ə̄ə̄ə̄ək̄kkkʰhhhɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́

time

N

nù

this

DEM

jə̄

1S

PRN

mō

mother

N

jə̄

1S

PRN

pàʔ

father

N

θɛl̀ó̥

teach

V

jɛ ́

1S

PRN

ɓɛt̀ʃàkɪ ̄

about

PREP

dɛθ̀əɓ̄ùθəɓ̄ɛ́

religion

N

ləm̄ùhɛ́

evening

N

nù

FP

FP
 

When I was young, my parents teach me about religious things inevenings. 

Example (270) uses ək̄ʰɛ ́nù to show a simultaneous expression in Geba. 

(270) (Elicitation) 

sə̄

3S

PRN

θábò

sing

V

ə̄ə̄ə̄ək̄kkkʰhhhɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́

time

N

nùnùnùnù

this

DEM

sə̄

3S

PRN

jɛ ̀

smile

V

tʰà

ascend

DIR
 

He smiles while singing. 

6.2.2 Purpose 

Purpose adverbial clauses use the subordinate conjunction ən̄it̀ʃʰí'. Examples 

(271) and (272) show purpose subordinate clauses in Geba. 
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(271) (Elicitation) 

sə̄

3S

PRN

sàtʃʰì

see

V

əm̄ik̀ʰó

man

N

ə̄ə̄ə̄ən̄i ̀ni ̀ni ̀nit̀tttʃʃʃʃʰhhhíííí

for

BENF

sə̄

3S

PRN

tʰà

ascend

DIR

θòʔ

tree

N
 

He climbed the tree in order to see the man. 

 

(272) (Elicitation) 

sə̄

3S

PRN

pʰló

pass

V

sàmébwɛ́

exam

N

ə̄ə̄ə̄ən̄i ̀ni ̀ni ̀nit̀tttʃʃʃʃʰhhhíííí

for

BENF

nùnùnùnù

this

DEM

sə̄

3S

PRN

ɓɛ̀

have to

AUX

pʰáʔ

read

V

só

much

ADV

sɛʔ́

book

N
 

He should study hard to pass the exam. 

6.2.3 Reason 

The subordinate conjunctions əm̄ú̥lɔ ́and ək̄ʰòsɛ ́are used to express the meaning 

of reason in Geba as in example (273) and (274). 

(273) (Elicitation) 

sə̄

3S

PRN

sàʔì

take care

V

ɓɛ̀

have to

AUX

bwɛs̀ɛ̀

patient

N

ə̄ə̄ə̄əm̄ú̥mú̥mú̥mú̥llllɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ́

because

CONJ

sə̄

3S

PRN

dɛm̀ɛ̀

work

N

ʔɔʔ́ɛ́

much

ADV
 

Because she cares for the patients, she is busy. 

(274) BH 009 

mémèɗó

but for

CONJ

sə̄

3S

PRN

mɛ̀

older brother

N

tə̄

one

NUM

wɛ̀

CLF

CLF

nò

that

DEM

ɓɛɓ̀àɓɛs̀ɛ́

trouble

V

ət̄ʃʰì

time

N

nò

that

DEM

sə̄

3S

PRN

lè

go

V

ɗó

to

PREP

sə̄

3S

PRN

θər̄eʔ̀

horse

N

ək̄at́ʰɪ ̄

feet

N

sə̄

3S

PRN

θər̄è

horse

N

ɓɛs̀ʰɔ̀

worry

V

ɗó

which

REL

sə̄

3S

PRN

kə̄

1Pex

PRN

dè

hit

V

ləw̄á

each other

RECP
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ə̄ə̄ə̄ək̄kkkʰhhhòòòòssssɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́

so

CONJ

sə̄

3S

PRN

θər̄è

horse

N

swɛ̀

run

V

θúwùʔ

leave

V

sɛ̀

3S

PRN

lɔ̄

FP

FP
 

But for the older brother, when he was in troubled he went to hishorse but his 

horse worried that he would beat him so it ran away. 

Example (275) shows the subordinate marker ɡən̄òək̄ʰòsɛ ́ connecting an 

explanatory clause. 

(275) BH 005 

mémèɗó

but for

CONJ

sə̄

3S

PRN

əm̄ɛ̀

older brother

N

də̄

one

NUM

wɛ̀

CLF

CLF

nò

that

DEM

sə̄

3S

PRN

ɗɔʔ́

ride

V

tək̄ʰɔḱʰɔ́

the same time

ADV

sə̄

3S

PRN

dè

hit

V

sə̄

3S

PRN

θər̄è

horse

N

tək̄ʰɔḱʰɔ́

the same time

ADV

ɡɡɡɡən̄òə̄ən̄òə̄ən̄òə̄ən̄òək̄kkkʰhhhòòòòssssɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́

that's why

ADV

nò

that

DEM

sə̄

3S

PRN

θər̄è

horse

N

tə̄

not

NEG

ɗó

CLF

CLF

tə̄

not

NEG

ɓɛĺɔʔ̀

love

V

sɛ̀

3S

PRN

nɔʔ́

not

NEG
 

But for his older brother, he rides his horse and also he bit his horse, that's why 

his horse didn't love him. 

6.2.4 Conditional clause 

The 'if' clause expresses a conditional circumstance to form an adverbial clause 

and mī can only appear in the second position. In conditional sentences the 'if' 

particle is obligatory.  

Example (276) shows the semantic meaning of a past time conditional clause. 

 

 

 

PA
YA

P 
UN

IV
ER

SI
TY



  

149 

 

(276) (Elicitation) 

nə̄

2S

PRN

mmmmɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄

if

CONJ

ʔɔ̀

stay

V

ɓé

where

ADV

pʰɔ́

flower

N

ɡər̄ə̀

garden

N

bú

in

LOCN

nù

this

DEM

nə̄

2S

PRN

sàtʃʰì

see

V

ɓɛ̀

have to

AUX

pʰɔ́

flower

N

əm̄ɔ̀

beautiful

ADJ

dəl̄à

many

QNT

nù

this

DEM

lɔ̄

FP

FP
 

If you were in that garden, you would see beautiful flowers. 

6.2.5 Negative conditional 

A negative conditional adverbial clause in Geba is expressed by negative 

discontinuous morphemes. In this case, the negative adverbial appears 

optionally at the beginning of the sentence and is later followed by the 

discountinuous negative morphemes and finally followed by a conjunction 

[(mɪd̄əm̄ɪ)̄….. tə…̄. nɔʔ́ …. kɪɗ̄ɔ]̀. Examples (277) and (278) show negative 

conditional clauses in Geba. 

(277) (Elicitation) 

w̥ɛ̀

rain

N

ttttə̄ə̄ə̄ə̄

not

NEG

zú

fall

V

nnnnɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔʔ́ʔʔʔ

not

NEG

kkkkɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪɗ̄ɗɗɗɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀

then

CONJ

kə̄

will

AUX

lé

go

V

sà

see

V

dèjɔ́

movie

N
 

It doesn't rain; we'll go see the movie. 

(278) (Elicitation) 

mmmmɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪd̄dddə̄ə̄ə̄əm̄mmmɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄

if

ADV

w̥ɛ̀

rain

N

ttttə̄ə̄ə̄ə̄

not

NEG

zú

fall

V

mà

PRT

PRT

nnnnɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔʔ́ʔʔʔ

not

NEG

kkkkɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪɗ̄ɗɗɗɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀

then

CONJ

kə̄

will

AUX

lé

go

V

sà

see

V

dèjɔ́

movie

N
 

If it doesn’t rain, then we'll go see the movie. PA
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6.2.6 Concessive clause 

The concessive clause in Geba is substituted or embedded in another clause by 

the word mī which means 'although'. Example (279) shows the concessive clause 

structure in Geba. 

(279) (Elicitation) 

dèjɔ́

movie

N

tə̄

not

NEG

mɔb̀é

good

ADJ

jɛ ́

1S

PRN

nɔʔ̀

not

NEG

mmmmɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄

if/although

CONJ

jə̄

1S

PRN

lè

go

V

sà

see

V

ní

happen

V

ɡɛ́

COMP

PRT
 

Although the movie is not good for me, I happened to watch it. 

6.2.7 Substitutive 

Substitutive clauses in Geba are marked by the word ək̄ʰɛ ́ 'while' or the word 

bàsámì 'instead of'. Example (280) and (281) show the substitutive clauses. 

(280) (Elicitation) 

wà

1Pex

PRN

kə̄

will

AUX

ɓɛ̀

have to

AUX

mɛ̀

work

V

sɛʔ́

book

N

ə̄ə̄ə̄ək̄kkkʰhhhɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́

time

N

nù

this

DEM

wà

1Pex

PRN

ɡəj̄à

play

V
 

While we should have been studying, we played. 

(281) (Elicitation) 

wà

1Pex

PRN

kə̄

will

AUX

ɓɛ ̀mɛ̀

have towork

AUX V

sɛʔ́

book

N

bàsábàsábàsábàsámìmìmìmì

instead of

CONJ

wà

1Pex

PRN

ɡəj̄à

play

V
 

Instead of studying, we played. 

6.2.8 Additive 

Additive clauses can be found as both negative and affirmative constructions. 

The additive markers are tək̄ʰánɔʔ́…. ɡó 'not only….also' and təp̄laḱʰà…. ɡó 'at the 

PA
YA

P 
UN

IV
ER

SI
TY



  

151 

 

same time….also'. The first example, (282), shows a negative structure used to 

form an additive clause type. 

(282) (Elicitation) 

pʰɪ ̄

bring

V

sɛs̀at̀ʰì

Bible

N

ttttə̄ə̄ə̄ək̄kkkʰhhháááánnnnɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔʔ́ʔʔʔ

not-only

NEG-ADV

pʰɪ ̄

bring

V

ɡɡɡɡóóóó

also

CONJ

sɛʔ́

book

N

θápò

sing

V

dəl̄à

many

QNT
 

Not only bring a Bible, bring a song book at the same time, too. 

In example (283), the additive construction occurs in the affirmative 

construction. 

(283) (Elicitation) 

pʰɪ ̄

bring

V

sɛs̀at̀ʰì

Bible

N

ttttə̄ə̄ə̄əp̄láplápláplaḱkkkʰhhhàààà

one-time-only

NUM-CLF-ADV

pʰɪ ̄

bring

V

ɡɡɡɡóóóó

also

CONJ

sɛʔ́

book

N

θápò

sing

V

dəl̄à

many

QNT
 

At the same time as bringing a Bible, bring a song book, too. 

6.3 Complement  

In this section, subject complements and object complements are discussed. 

Nonan (1985) states, that a typical complement clause is a clause, which 

functions as an argument and may be the subject or object in another clause. 

6.3.1 Subject complement 

A clause embedded as the subject of another clause is found in Geba. In example 

(284), the subject complement clause jə ̄bɔ ̀dən̄e ̀appears at the beginning of the 

sentence followed by the predicate əm̄ɔ ̀'good'.  

(284) (Elicitation) 

jjjjə̄ə̄ə̄ə̄

1S

PRN

bbbbɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀ɔ̀

play

V

ddddə̄ə̄ə̄ən̄ènènènè

piano

N

əm̄ɔ̀

good

ADJ

wè

COMP

PRT
 

Playing the piano is enjoyable. 
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6.3.2 Object complement 

There are two kind of object complements discussed there. One is an object 

complement that is a noun phrase and that has a clausal complement as in 

example (285).  

(285) WL 004 

jə̄

1S

PRN

θəh̄ɛ́

know

V

ɗó

which

REL

mɪ ̄

be

COP

kəɓ̄ísɛʔ̀

Lord

N

əl̄e̥ə̀w̥̄è

words

N

lénì

enter

V

ɗó

to

PREP

jə̄

1S

PRN

θàʔ

heart

N

bú

in

LOCN
 

I know God's word enters into my heart. 

The second one is alternatively the object complement which is a clausal 

complement as in example (286). 

 

(286) (Elicitation) 

sə̄

3S

PRN

sàtʃʰì

see

V

sə̄

3S

PRN

pʰò

child

N

hà

cry

V
 

She sees her child cries. 

6.4 Serial verb constructions 

Serial verbs consist of the combination of two or more verb roots. Serial verb 

phrases are commonly found in Geba. They express one simple event or a 

complex event. A serial verb construction in Geba contains two or more verb 

roots which are not compounded or members of separate clauses. However, 

some verb series in a sentence are compounded. 

Example (287) is a verb compound because the meaning of the combined verbs 

is not compositional. This is an exocentric compound. nì 'get' followed by the 

word ɓɛ ̀'suffer' forms the meaning 'receive'. 

 

PA
YA

P 
UN

IV
ER

SI
TY



  

153 

 

 

(287) WL 011 

jə̄

1S

PRN

nì

enter

V

ɓɛ̀

suffer

V

dɛk̄ʰòdɛʔ̄á

strength

N

jə̄

1S

PRN

nì

enter

V

ɓɛ̀

suffer

V

dɛh̀ówè

blessing

N

dò

big

ADJ

dò

big

ADJ
 

I receive great strength. 

Different types of serial verbs, such as, simultaneous serial verbs, sequential 

verb, and 'want' serial verbs, are presented in this section.  

6.4.1 Simultaneous serial verbs 

The motion verb lé,    which means 'go', also functions as a serial verb to express 

the motion of the arguments of the following main verb. The actions are done 

simultaneously. Examples (288) and (289) show the structure of lé and other 

main verbs 'take', 'see', 'pick', 'do' to show the forward direction and motion of 

the arguments associated with 'take'. In examples (288) and (289) the actions 

are done simultaneously. 

(288) (Elicitation) 

maʊ̀ŋ

Maung

PROP

lèlèlèlè

go

V

jójójójóʔʔʔʔìììì

take

V

əp̄iśəp̄ʰò

child

N

ɗó

to

PREP

tʃaúŋ

school

N

nò

FP

FP
 

Maung took the child to school. 

(289) WL 004 

kəɓ̄ísɛʔ̀

Lord

N

əl̄e̥ə̀w̥̄è

words

N

lélélélé

go

V

nìnìnìnì

enter

V

ɗó

to

PREP

jə̄

1S

PRN

θàʔ

heart

N

bú

in

LOCN
 

God's words enter into my heart.  

In the following serial verb construction, the first verb expresses the action; the 

second verb denotes a result of that action to form a simultaneous serial verb.  
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(290) GA 8(2) 

jə̄

1S

PRN

mɛ̀

make/cause

V

làdèʔ

fall

V

maʊ̀ŋ

Maung

PROP
 

I made Maung fall. 

6.4.2 Sequential verbs 

In the following serial verb examples, two action verbs are attached to each 

other to show that the actions are done successively. In example (291) the 

action of the second verb is done first.  

(291) BH 009 

sə̄

3S

PRN

θər̄è

horse

N

swswswswɛ̀ɛ ̀ɛ ̀ɛ ̀

run

V

θθθθúwìúwìúwìúwìʔʔʔʔ

leave

V

sɛ̀

3S

PRN

lɔ̄

FP

FP
 

His horse left him and ran away. 

In examples (292) and (293), the actions are done sequentially in the order 

given.    

(292) (Elicitation) 

jə̄

1S

PRN

lèlèlèlè

go

V

sàsàsàsàttttʰhhhìììì

see

V

bjà

person

N

sɛ̀

3S

PRN

w̥at́ʰó

ASP

PRT
 

I went to see the man. 

(293) (Elicitation) 

sə̄

3S

PRN

ɡɡɡɡéééé

return

V

ɓɓɓɓààààʔʔʔʔ

put

V

ʔʔʔʔìììì

give

V

θɛḱʰwɛʔ̀

corn

N
 

He returns and stores the corn. 
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6.4.3 'Want' serial verbs 

Another kind of serial verb construction is with the verb θɛʔ̀ or θàʔ 'want' which 

never appears as a main verb but only as an auxiliary9. In this kind of serial verb 

construction the subject sometimes appears after the verb. Example (294) shows 

'want' as a normal SVO word order. 

(294) GA 18(1) 

maʊ̀ŋ

Maung

PROP

θà

want

V

lè

go

V

bwé

buy

V

lɛp̀ʰɛt̀ʰí

tea

N
 

Maung wants to buy tea. 

Examples (295), (296), and (297) show the subject moved to the object position 

and the sentence structure changes to VSO. 

(295) GB 6.6(1) 

θɛʔ̀

want

AUX

sàtʰì

see

V

jɛ ̀

1S

PRN

bjà

person

N
 

I want to see the man. 

(296) DB 019 

θà

want

AUX

ʔà

eat

V

wè

still

AUX

kəɗ̄ɔ̀

again

ADV

kɛʔ́

1Pin

PRN

əl̄əw̄è

other

ADV

tə̄

one

NUM

mɔb̀é

day

N
 

We still want to eat again the next day. 

 

 

 

                                              

9  It is possible that 'want' verbs are sentential complement taking verbs. That possibility is not 
explored here. 
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(297) DB 019 

θà

want

AUX

ʔà

eat

V

kɛʔ́

1Pin

PRN

tʰó

PRT

PRT

kɪ ̄

and

CONJ

kəp̄ʰúʔɪ ̄

stomach

N

θà

want

AUX

mɛp̀et́ʰàʔ

full

ADV
 

We want to eat until our stomach is so full.  

6.5 Passive Construction 

The combination of ɓɛ ̀   'suffer' and    dɛ ̀ 'thing' gives a meaning which is passive-

like. In example (298), the passive particle ɓɛd̀ɛ ̀comes before the main verb to 

form the passive structure in Geba. The agent is conjoined by the preposition ɗó 

'by' which is optional. The action performed can be positive or negative. 

(298) GB 14.2 (5) 

maʊ̀ŋ

Maung

PROP

ɓɓɓɓɛ̀ɛ ̀ɛ ̀ɛd̀dddɛ̀ɛ ̀ɛ ̀ɛ ̀

have to

AUX

dè

hit

V

sɛ̀

3S

PRN

ɗɗɗɗóóóó

by

CONJ

zɔ̀

Zaw

PROP
 

Maung was hit by Zaw. 

6.6 Causative sentences 

Causative type clause constructions are also found in Geba. The causative verb 

precedes the main verb as in example (299). 

(299) GA 8(1) 

jə̄

1S

PRN

mɛ̀

make/cause

V

làdèʔ

fall

V

tʰɪ ̄

PRT

PRT

maʊ̀ŋ

Maung

PROP

lɔ̄

FP

FP
 

I made Maung fall. 

In another causative construction, the first verb expresses the action; and the 

second verb denotes the result of that action as in example (300), (301), and 

(302). 
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(300) GA 8(2) 

jə̄

1S

PRN

mɛ̀

make/cause

V

làdèʔ

fall

V

maʊ̀ŋ

Maung

PROP
 

I made Maung fall. 

(301) (Elicitation) 

sə̄

3S

PRN

mɛ̀

make/cause

V

w̥é

dry

V

sə̄

3S

PRN

ʔà

eat

V

íʔ

PRT

PRT

θəɗ̄ɛ́

all

ADV

dè

year

N

ɗó

for

PREP

ən̄it̀ʃʰí

for

BENF
 

He makes (the corn) dry (in order) to eat for all year. 

(302) (Elicitation) 

sə̄

3S

PRN

ɡé

return

V

mɛ̀

make/cause

V

w̥é

dry

V

ɡé

return

V

θɛḱʰwɛʔ̀

corn

N

təs̄ɔʔ̀

some

QNT

ɗó

at

PREP

sə̄

3S

PRN

ʃì

house

N

bú

in

LOCN

nò

FP

FP
 

He makes corn dry at his house. 

A stative clause describes the subject of that clause as in the condition of having 

done or suffered the event. Example (303) is a stative clause showing the actual 

action with the causative verb structure showing the condition.  

(303) (Elicitation) 

jə̄

1S

PRN

mɛ̀

make/cause

V

ɡò

hot

ADJ

háθùʔ

curry

N
 

I make the curry hot. PA
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6.7 Coordinate clauses  

Coordinate clauses in Geba can be joined by coordinate particles such as 'but' 

and 'and'. In example (304), the two clauses are joined by the coordinate 

particle bàràsʰɑ ́to form a coordinate clause. 

(304) GB 16.1(2) 

maʊ̀ŋ

Maung

PROP

lè

go

V

dɛk̀ʰló

outside

N

bàràbàràbàràbàràssssʰhhhɑ́ɑ́ɑ́ɑ́

but

CONJ

zɔ̀

Zaw

PROP

ʔɔd̀à

stay

V

hì

house

N

bú

in

LOCN
 

Maung went out but Zaw stayed home. 

In example (305), the two clauses are joined by the coordinate particle kɪɗ̄ɔʔ́ 

'and'. 

(305) (Elicitation) 

maʊ̀ŋ

Maung

PROP

lè

go

V

ɗó

to

PREP

m̥iĺɛk̀lɛ ́

forest

N

kkkkɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪ ̄ɪɗ̄ɗɗɗɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔʔ́ʔʔʔ

and

CONJ

zɔ̀

Zaw

PROP

lé

go

V

ɗó

to

PREP

tʃaúŋ

school

N
 

Maung goes to the forest and Zaw goes to school. 

6.8 Conclusion 

Different kinds of complex clauses and the sentences are found in Geba. This 

chapter only gives some examples of a more rich phenomena. Relativized 

clauses, and different kinds of adverbial clauses, such as, time, purpose, reason, 

conditional clause, negative conditional, concessive clause, substitutive and 

additive, were described. 

Different kinds of complements, such as, subject complements, object 

complements, were also presented. Different kinds of serial verb constructions 

simultaneous serial verbs, sequential verbs and 'want' serial verbs were 

discussed. 

Finally, passive construction, causative sentences and coordinate clauses were 

discussed. 
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