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The aim of the research was to study two collaborative tasks
namely dictogloss and jigsaw tasks as used by secondary-level
EFL Thai students. Specifically, the purposes of the research
were: (1) to study the difference in language-related episodes
(LREs), both lexis-based LREs and form-based LREs, between the
participants from two different groups, Group J (jigsaw task), and
Group D (dictogloss task), (2) to assess language learning in the
two groups by the use of core pre- and core post-tests, (3) to
study the relationship between the collaborative dialogues and
language learning by tailor-made post-test scores, (4) and to
study the difference of the quality of written production between
the participants from the two different groups. The participants
were 40 Mattayomsuksa 3 (Grade 9) students at a government

secondary school in the north of Thailand. The participants were



vii
divided into two groups; jigsaw and dictogloss groups. Teaching
materials such as texts and exercises were created to teach the
simple present tense and simple past tense. Mean and standard
deviation were use to compare LREs, core pre- and post- test
scores, and written production. Chi-square was used to analyze

the tailor-made post- test scores.

The results of the analy__‘sris revealed no statistically
significant differences between éroups J and D in the average
number of lexis-based LREs, the average number of form-based
LREs, and the total number of LREs. Although no significant
differences were found in LREs, both tasks generated discussion
about language in class. No significant difference was found in
the performance of Groups J and D in the core post-test.
However the participants from both groups showed an
improvement in their performance their core post- test scores.
Analysis tatlor-made post-test items showed no statistically
significant associations between students’ collaborative dialogues
and their language learning, so there was no evidence to support
that students’ collaborative dialogues had an effect on their
language learning. In addition, no statistically significant
differences were found in the quality of written production

between the students from the two different groups.
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