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This study is an attempt to assess the maintenance and vitality of the Bisu
language through examining language use and language attitudes among Bisu
speakers in China and Thailand. The data was gathered via an orally administered
questionnaire among 144 respondents from six Bisu villages, four in China and

two in Thailand.

The data was analyzed with respect to three social variables (place of residence,
age and gender) and their interaction with language use and attitude differences.

The relationship between language use and language attitudes is also discussed.

The results show that Bisu is used tc different degrees in the villages being
investigated. It is exclusively used for communications within the home and
within the Bisu group in the villages where Bisu is vigorously used. In some
villages where the Bisu language is less used, a shift to the more dominant
language of Lahu has taken place. Nonetheless, most respondents value the Bisu
language and hold positive attitudes toward a possible Bisu literacy program no
matter whether they themselves often use Bisu or not. The results also suggest that
Bisu is enjoying healthy language vitality and will be maintained for the next few

generations, at least.
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