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The purposes of this study were to identify what reading skills and strategies
were taught in selected reading coursebooks, and to.analyze and evaluate how they
were taught. Five reading coursebooks were included in the study, three
Chinese-produced coursebooks and two international coursebooks. All were published
recently.

In this study the instrument for analyzing the coursebooks was a checklist. The
reading skills and strategies in the checklist were divided into skills and strategies
used in the pre-reading stage, while-reading stage, and post-reading stage.

The results show that the five coursebooks differ in their coverage of reading

skills and strategies, and also have different methods for teaching reading skills and

strategies, although some skills and strategies, for example using morphological clues,



vi
and interpreting discourse markers are taught by all of the selected coursebooks. The
two international coursebooks are judged to have the most attractive approach to
teaching reading skills and strategies, as they include explanations, examples,
exercises and reflection, with various forms of exercises that gradually increase in
difficulty. The reading skills in these books tend to be practiced in context. One
coursebook written in China provided explanations, examples and practice, but it did-
not provide opportunity for reflection. Another coursebook written in China include
the most reading skills and strategies, but tended to provide explanations without the
opportunity to practice. The third Chinese coursebook included the least reading
skills and strategies, and sometimes provided explanations without the opportunity
to practice or provided practice without explanations and examples.

This study is likely to be of value to teachers in selecting reading
coursebooks and adapting and supplementing materials. It also provides insights of

use to designers of reading material.
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