ABSTRACT
THE EFFECT OF COMPUTER-ASSISTED INSTRUCTION ON THATI

EFL LEARNERS’ VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND RETENTION

Priraya Rithaporn

Payap University, Chiang Mai, November 2004
Thesis Advisor: Dr. Jenjit Gasigijtamrong

The purposes of this study were to determine whether
a CAI lesson resulted in greater vocabulary acquisition
and long-term vocabulary retention than a printed-text
lesson did. The participants were MONM§thay§m Suksa-4
sEudeﬁfs/who enrolled in the first semester of the
academic year 2004 in a private schoolrin the north of
Thailand. The participants were equally divided into two
groups, the control group and the experimental group.
Thelexperimental group worked on the CAI lesson, whereas
the control group studied the printed-text lesson. Both
CAI and printed-text lesson were divided into three
parts: Act 1, Act 2 and Act 3. The participants studied
each act with a one-week break within three weeks. In

each session, vocabulary tests were given immediately



viii
after studying the lesson. The fourth vocabulary test,
which consisted of all target words from the first three
tests, was given to both groups 15 days after the last
lesson. Then, the data were analyzed by using mean and

paired sample t-test. The study found that EFL learners

who studied the CAI lesson (the experimental group) had
significantly higher English vocabulary acquisition
scores than those who studied the printed text.
Moreover, the learners who studied the CAI lesson had
higher, but not significantly, English vocabulary
retention scores than those who studied the printed text.
The participants of the experimental group retained 93%
of information while those of the control group retained
87%. Based on the outcome of the study, EFL teachers
should involve associative learning such as imagery or
picturesque technigue with CAI lessons to enhance the
rate of vocabulary acquisition and reténtion.
Possibilities of future studies were mentioned in the
domain of the comparison of the CAI vocabulary
intentional and incidental learning under the condition
of diverse ‘language skills, different levels of learners
and factors, which influence wvocabulary acquisition and

retention.
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