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The objective of this research was to study the language vitality and languagé
attitudes of the Yong people in Lamphun province. The subjects were 48 Yong
people from two communities: Rai village, Pasang district, and Tong vilage, Muang
district, Lamphun province. The subjects were divided on the basis of 4 variables:
age, gender, education, and place of residence. The sociolinguistic data was collected

by questionnaire and observation.

The study supports the contention that the Yong people continue to maintain
their own language in many domains. The older people, lower-educated people and
rural dwellers showed a higher tendency to use the Yong language than the other
groups surveyed. There was no significant difference in the use of Yong dialect
between males and females. A tendency towards speaking Kammuang rather than
Yong to children was also noted. Attitudes of the Yong toward their mother tongue
are positive. The socialvariables.did not seem to have much influence on the attitudes
of the subjects. However, older people tended to have a stronger positive attitude than

the younger people. In general, the overall picture of the study showed the Yong
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people in Lamphun to have positive attitudes towards their own language as well as

other languages such as Kammuang and Standard Thai.
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