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In this study, language vitality and language attitudes of the Bai people in China were
investigated. Questionnaires (for 252 subjects), informal interviews and participant
observation were the research instruments employed to collect the data for this study.
Both quota sampling and systematic sampling were used to determine the research

sample. The population was stratified by.age, gender and education.

The language use of the Bai was examined through seven domains: family, trade.
education, workplace, strangers, government, and religion. The results of language
use analysis demonstrate strong Bai language vitality and great potential in language

maintenance.

The language attitudes of the Bai were investigated from the broadest sense including
attitudes towards Bai language. culture, speakers and related language development
programs. The results of language attitudes analysis demonstrate that the majority of
Bai people interviewed have positive attitudes towards their language, culture and

related issues.
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