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This thesis is a phonological comparison of selected Karenic language varieties of
Kayah state. They are Kayah, Kayaw, Monumanaw and Yintale. No researcher has
yet studied them except for Kayah. The synchronic phonologies of Kayaw,

Monumanaw and Yintale are compared with Kayah.

The study focuses on the comparison of consonants, vowels and tones in these four
languages in order to know how closely they are related to each other. It also

determines the correspondences between these elements.

The results of the synchronic phonologies show that they very similar. Only Yintale
maintains the final nasal consonants and diphthong vowels. The rest of the three do
not have the same as Yintale. Kayaw and Monumanaw do not have voiced
labiodental fricative [v]. Kayah, Kayaw and Monumanaw have four contrastive tones.
They are high, high-mid, mid and low, but Yintale has five contrastive tones. They
are high, mid, low, falling and rising. Kayah has 24 consonant phonemes, Kayaw 22,
Monumanaw 22 and Yintale 25, and all four languages have the same ten plain
vowels: /i/, lel, Iel, /al, I3/, I/, /~x/, I/, lof and /o/. The result of the lexicostatistic

analysis of four languages shows that they are quite close to each other.
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