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Phowa is a previously undescribed Tibeto-Burman (TB) language spoken in
southeast Yunnan Province, China. Undertaking an analysis of Phowa, this thesis
sets out to accomplish two main goals: the documentation of the Phowa language
through a grammar and phonology sketch, and an application of Role and

Reference Grammar (RRG) to Phowa verbal semantics.

Phowa phonology exhibits notable variety in consonant and suprasegmental
contrasts, and Phowa grammar, like that of most TB languages, has verb-final
syntax and a rich system of complex verbal interplay between predicates,

auxiliaries, particles, and adverbials.

In order to further understand these verbal relationships, this thesis offers a
preliminary application of RRG’s six basic Aktionsart classes to Phowa verbs.
RRG claims that these six verb classes are universal distinctions which must be
verified in a given language by syntactic tests and, furthermore, predicts that
languages will display syntax-level derivational process between verbs of

different classes.

With very few: exceptions, RRG’s claims and predictions are proven to be
accurate for Phowa—serving both to clarify the meanings of verbs in context and

to explain otherwise puzzling syntactic phenomena.
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