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Theories concerning the linguistic affinity between Koho and Maa speech varieties
are not consistent since some scholars consider these to be two different languages
(Hoang Phé et al. 1984 and Yan Qixiang and Zhou Zhizhi 1995) while other scholars
(Thomas 1979 and Ta Van Théng 1988) claim that Koho and Maa are varieties of a
single language. There are different speech varieties grouped in Koho and Maa, but
this thesis investigates four speech varieties of Koho (Koho Cil, Koho Lach, Koho
Nop, and Koho Sre) and three speech varieties of Maa (Maa Dagui, Maa Chop, and
Maa Tadung). To determine the relationship between these varieties, this thesis
employs the comparative methods of lexicostatistics and phonological reconstruction.
An initial proposal regarding the genetic relationship between Koho and Maa speech
varieties is claimed, based on lexicostatistic analysis and shared phonological rules in

the reconstruction.

The historical comparison provided a phonological reconstruction of the proto initial
palatal stop *c which has not yet been posited in Proto South Bahnaric studies. The
results of this thesis suggest that Koho and Maa are closely related genetically.
Within Koho and Maa, Koho Cil and Koho Lach are in one group, termed Northern,

while the other speech varieties are in another group, termed Southern.
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