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The objectives of this study were: (1) to investigate the reading problems
among English major students, (2) to survey the students’ reading strategies and
(3) to recommend changes in the course and possibly revision of reading materials
appropriate for students. The subjects were fifty English major students who were
required to take the course AE203: Reading I in the first semester of the 2003
academic year.

Three instruments used were: a reading comprehension test, questionnaire and
interviews. The reading comprehension test was used to investigate students’
reading problems in reading comprehension skills. The test was a multiple-choice
test. The questionnaire was used to survey the students’ needs in AE203 course.
Besides the questionnaire, the instructors of the reading course and the students

were interviewed in order to obtain data about the reading problems



of the students and also opinions about reading. The fifty students were
interviewed after receiving the reading comprehension test and the questionnaire
was given to them to complete after taking test. The twenty five subjects
randomly selected from fifty subjects were interviewed. The data obtained was
analyzed by using the Statistic Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) program. The
statistics were arithmetic mean and percentage.

The results from the reading comprehension test revealed that the students’
reading problems identified were main ideas, making conclusions, making
infere:nces and guessing the meanings based on contextual clues. This is
compatible with the interviews’ result. The instructors’ interview declared that
the major problem in reading is about vocabulary. The other problems are looking

for main ideas, making inferences and apblying the theories in the text.
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