ABSTRACT

THE ATTITUDES OF NON-NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKING STUDENTS
AND THEIR PARENTS TOWARDS AN ENGLISH IMMERSION
PROGRAM IN CHIANGMAI, THAILAND, FOCUSING
ON ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Malawal Maneewong, ML.A.

Payap University, Chiangmai, 2003

Supervising Professor: Dr. Eugene Adam

A study of the attitudes of non-native English speaking students and
their parents towards an English immersion program in Chiangmai, Thailand
focusing on English language acquisition was conducted with 63 non-native
English speaking students and 50 parents comprising all the non-native English
speaking population studying in grades 4 to 12 in an English immersion
program in Chiangmai, Thailand during the academic year of 2002-2003. -
Questionnaire, observation and interview were used in order to find out:

(1) according to the actual experience of non-native English speaking
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students and parents, to what extent has this immersion program been seen as
successful, focusing on the English language acquisition; (2) Taken as a whole,
has joining in the immersion program been seen worthwhile in terms of high
expenses, cultural effects, and so on; (3) based on these results, how might this
immersion program be revised to better meet these students’ and parents’
expectations,

/Based on the results derived from application of these instruments, it
was evident that this immersion program was seen as successful in helping the
students acquire the English language as they expected. Their English
language skills were perceived as better than those of their non-immersion
peers and their reported general knowledge also met their grade level. Even
with high school-fees that parents had to afford and the use of a foreign
language as the medium of instruction as well as the presence of different
cultures that students had to encounter, it was seen to have been worthwhile to
join this immersion program, taken as a whole. These findings, while positive,
show also that this immersion program could be revised to better meet the
students’ and parents’ expectations in the area of teachers, students, materials,
activities, EFL programs, academic standard, and choice of language spoken of
the students and teachers especially outside the classroom. -~

Although, ‘this study primarily emphasized the English language

dimension of the immersion program, other interesting elements which merit

further investigations were found.
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