ABSTRACT

A COURSE OF BASIC ENGLISH FOR UNDERGRADUATE

ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS, CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY

Nattinee Kheaunsri, M. A.
Payap University, Chiang Mai, 2003

Supervising Professor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Varunee Boon-Long

The objectives of this research were: 1) to design a course of basic
English lessons for undergraduate Architecture students in order to
improve their overall performance in the English language with a primary
emphasis on speaking followed by reading, listening and writing skills
respectively and 2) to develop students’ proficiency in _usi_rlg’@,E_n@l
language in the Architecture field. The subjects were 16 volunteer
second and third year Architecture students at Chiang Mai University.
They attended the 30-hour basic English for undergraduate Architecture

course for a period of eight weeks during November 1% to December 27"

2002.
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Two main types of instruments were used in this research,
experimental and data collecting instruments. The experimental

instruments were a needs survey, a proto-syllabus and lesson plans. The

second type of instruments included a lesson plan evaluation form, a
—_—

proficiency test of English language ability, a presentation evaluation

form and interviews.

During the teaching period, the English instructor from Far Eastern
College and the researcher evaluated the lesson plans. In addition, the
pretest and the posttest were administered to the leamers to assess the
effectiveness of the lessons and to assess the learners’ knowledge of the
contents. In order to assess the speaking ability of the learners, two
English native speaking Architecture instructors from Chiang Mai
University, the researcher’s main thesis advisor, the researcher and the
peers assessed the project presentations at the completion of the course.

The data obtained from lesson plan evaluations were analyzed by
using arnithmetic mean (i) and standard deviation (). Mean, standard
deviation and paired sample T-test of pretest/posttest and presentation
assessment were calculated. The results of the lesson plans evaluation
showed that all 18 lesson plans were rated effective.  In addition, the
results of the pretest and posttest showed that the learners’ overall

English language abilities had been improved. All leamners received

significantly higher posttest scores than the pretest scores. Finally, the

Vii



evaluation of the learners’ project presentations showed that the quality of
the presentations of learners’ projects ranged from good to excellent

level.
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