ABSTRACT

FINAL PARTICLES IN VIENTIANE LAO

Sengfa Holanouphab
Payap University, Chiang Mai, 2003

Supervising Professor: Assistant Professor Dr. Kirk R. Person

This thesis examines Lao final particles used in the Vientiane municipality, the capital
of Laos, by considering their meaning and function in the sentence. It also describes

the co-occurrence of commonly used final particles.

This thesis draws from the framework of Lao final particles outlined by Arthur G.
Crisfield (1974), and Pamela Sue Wright (1994). R.L. Trask’s “sentence type” theory
(1993) is applied to four types of sentence in which Vientiane Lao final particles

occur; statements, commands, questions and exclamations.

The analysis resulted in a description of four groups of final particles: nineteen
declarative particles, thirteen interrogative particles, fifteen imperative particles, and
three exclamative particles. The declarative particles occur in statements, and are
divided into four categories: information, contradiction, supposition, and criticism.
The interrogative particles occur in questions, and are divided into four categories:
yes-no questions, content questions, rhetorical questions, and follow-on questions.
The imperative particles occur in commands, and are divided into ten categories:
order, request, persuasion, invitation, warning, permissive, urgency, encouragement,

suggestion, and blessing. The three exclamative particles occur in exclamations, and
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express the speaker’s feelings of astonishment, or exuberance. Some Vientiane Lao
final particles can occur in groups of two or three particles that are called co-occurring
particle doublets and co-occurring particle triplets, respectively. The co-occurrence of
the same type of particle in a doublet or triplet results in intensification. Most particles

retain their individual meanings in doublets or triplets, with several notable exceptions.
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