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Although most students in Thailand have had years of learning

English as a foreign language, many of them still cannot communicate

in English due to the teacher-centered education and the lack of

stimulating environment. One way to improve the situation might be

to establish English immersion programs, supported with learner-

centered cooperative learning strategies.
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The objective of this research was to investigate the effectiveness of
using cooperative learning team strategies in an immersion program
with Thai high school students who were non-native speakers of

English.

It was hypothesized that students in an English immersion program
where cooperative learning was used would demonstrate particularly
better proficiency in English than students taught using the traditional
teacher-centered approach. The research was carried out with two
groups of Thai high school students enrolled in the sixty-hours
intensive English summer program at the Asian University of Science
and Technology in Pattaya, Chon Buri, Thailand between March and
May 2001. The control group was taught using the traditional teacher- - .'
centered approach and the experimental group was taught using the

learner-centered cooperative learning approach.

The measurement instruments used in this study consisted of a pretest
and a posttest. The pretest was administered to both the control and
experimental groups before the beginning of the term, and then the
posttest was administered to both at the end of the term. The posttest
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results were compared with the pretest results to measure gain in
learning. The results were in favor of the experimental group, which
thereby supported the hypothesis, confirming the hypothesis that the
students taught using cooperative learning in the L2 environment were
more successful than the students taught using the traditional teacher-

centered approach,

It is therefore recommended that immersion programs employing
cooperative learning be established as a way of improving English
language learning at high school and other levels of education in

Thailand.
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