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- The purposes of this research were to compare critical thinking
skills of students who studied Business English I at Chiangrai
Commercial School * using the cooperative learning method with
-‘._t'hose of students using the traditional group work method, and to
survey the opinions of students who using cooperative learning
method toward the cooperative learning method.

The subjects were 94 higher vocational level students taking

'Business English I at Chiangrai Commercial School, Chiangrai



Province during the academic year 2001. They were divided into two
groups--an experimental group and a control group. The researcher
taught the experimental group using the cooperative learning method
.and the control group using the traditional group work method for
eight weeks. A pre-test was used to assign students so both had the
same level of the critical thinking skills. During the eight weeks of
teaching, unit pre- tests and post-tests were given to students at the
beginning and at the end of each unit respectively. After the
implementation, the pre-test was assigned for them to take as the post-
test. Then, two sets of averaged scores taken from the pre-test and
post-test were compared by T-test. A questionnaire was then given to
the experimental group to assess their opinion about cooperative
learning

The results of the tests revealed that critical thinking skills of
students in the experimental group were higher than those in the
control group. The post-tests’ scores of students who were taught
through the cooperative learning method were remarkably higher than
the post-test' scores of students who were taught through the
traditional group work method; at p <.05 level. Moreover, the unit

post-tests’ scores of the experimental group were higher than those
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of the control group; the statistical difference was significant
students in the control group; the statistical difference was significant
at p <.05 level. The results of the questionnaire showed that students’

opintons toward the cooperative learning were moderately positive.
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