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This thesis deals with the third, and the final part of the Japanese novel ‘Kokoro’. The
method of analysis used in this baper is based on a cognitive linguistic theory. This
thesis attempts to 1) to illustrate the conceptual structure of emotions, especialiy
LOVE, and 2) to show how the ‘cognitive model’ supports these conceptual
structures. These purposes are achieved by looking at Sensei, the protagonist’s, use of
language. This was greatly influenced by his personal experience and especially by

Japanese culture around the time the novel was written.

Chapter One presents the research design and the procedure followed in collecting
and analyzing the data. Chapter Two discusses the theoretical background and the
previous research on the novel, especially, describing the Japanese cultural

background.

Chapter Three presents an analysis of the conceptual structure of LOVE and love-
related emotions via collected expressions from word level to sentence level. It has
been shown that the conceptual structures of emotioﬁs, and that cognitive and cultural
models help us to understand these expressions. These models are based on sensory,

physical, physiological, and Japanese cultural aspects.

vi



Chapter Four brings all the concepts together, setting the cognitive and cultural
models into a single framework, a scenario. In the same way, chapter four looks at all
the concepts and models on the discourse level. The chapter also views how Sensei’s

love affected his life till his death.

This research reveals the cognitive concepts of the main character as being solidly
grounded in Japanese culture, in general, and in his personal experience, in particular.
This study thus supports the claims of cognitive linguistics to the effect that our
cognitive models obtained in our experience are reflected in the meaning of linguistic

expressions.
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