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This thesis presents a phonological reconstruction’ of Proto Chin. Previous
phonological reconstructions of Chin focused on tone and initial consonants (Ono

1965, Solnit 1979, Luce 1985, Ostapirat 1998, Bhaskararao 1998).

Chin languages are generally classified under the Kuki-Chin-Naga branch of Tibeto-
Burman (Shafer 1966, Benedict 1972, Bradley 1997), and are traditionally subgrouped
as Southern: Chin, Central Chin, Northern Chin, Old Kuki and Other Chin Groups
(Grierson 1904, Bradley 1997). So-Hartmann (1988) has proposed a lower level
subgrouping of Southern Chin . languages. However, a full ‘phonological
reconstruction, classification and subgrouping of Chin languages is yet to be

completed.

A lexicostatistic analysis of 21 Chin languages spoken in Myanmar resulted in a
preliminary subgrouping and selection of six representative languages for
reconstruction purposes. The comparative method was applied to these representative
languages for a reconstruction of Proto Chin, based on a 443-word vocabulary. This
- reconstruction provides a solution for the longstanding reconstruction problem of *g

and sheds additional light on the $ubgrouping of Chin languages
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