RESUME

Name: Suzanne Renee Person
Date of Birth:  October 25, 1968
Place of Birth:  Asuncion, Paraguay

Institutions Attended:
Southwest High School, Fort Worth, Texas, USA
May 1986 High School Diploma
Baylor University, Waco, Texas, USA

May 1990 Bachelor of Arts (English Literature
and Foreign Service)

Southwestern Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, USA

1993-94 Graduate courses in culture and religion
University of Texas at Arlington, USA

1994-95 Graduate courses in linguistics

Employment
Summer Institute of Linguistics, Chiang Mai, Thailand
May 1995-present Linguistic Researcher
Computer Sciences Corporation, Fort Worth, Texas
April 1994-January 1995 Administrative Assistant

Yonok College, Lampang, Thailand

May 1990-March 1993 Instructor, Department of English



ACKNOWLED GMENTS

In writing this thesis, I am made aware of many friends and colleagues who have
helped make this project possible. First of all, I would like to thank Buanguen
Nongduan, “Mae Laa” for being our adoptive mother, language teacher, and constant
encourager. Her willingness to share the treasures of her fascinating life with us will

always be appreciated.

This thesis could not have been written without the instruction and encouragement of
my thesis advisor, Dr. Frances Woods. She has shed much light on the interplay of
cultural and discourse studies and encouraged me greatly in this endeavor. [ am also
indebted to the other members of my committee, Dr. Rattanaporn Sethakul and
William J. Hanna, who gave of their time to proofread and comment on my thesis. I
wish to thank Dr. Ken Gregerson and Dr. Sigrid Wichmann for valuable comments as
well. Furthermore, I owe much gratitude to Noi Thong Wonglua and A. Petchara
Meesuk for performing the painstaking task of transcribing Mae Laa’s recorded

stories.

[ thank my family for their unfailing encouragement, particularly my father and
mother, Justice and Mary Ann Anderson, who have taught me the great significance
of cross-cultural studies and communication. I also wish to thank Roger and Bonnie

Person for the encouraging words and letters along the way.

Above all these I am grateful to and for my husband, Kirk Person, who has been an
unconditional source of motivation, support, love, and joy throughout the entire

thesis process. Thank you for everything, dear one.

February 19, 1998





