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This thesis examines a series of autobiographical Northern Thai stories for different
features of discourse style, and how these features relate to their socio-cultural

context.

The first chapter gives an overview of the Northern Thai language, the theoretical
background, the relevant literature, and the various methods used in analysis. Chapter
two describes the plot and surface structures of Mae Laa’s stories, focusing primarily
on the boundary markers and variations of verb density in the story “My Life.”
Chapter three discusses sentence final particles and their various functions in Mae
Laa’s stories. Chapter four examines the wide variety of rhetorical devices which

Mae Laa employs to make her stories interesting to the audience. Chapter five

\



integrates the discourse findings from the previous chapters with the Northern Thai

socio-cultural setting, focusing on dominant cultural themes.

It is found that Mae Laa’s stories manifest well defined plot and surface structures.
Particles play a vital role in expressing the feelings of the speaker and involving the
audience in the events of the stories. Characteristically Northern Thai rhetorical
devices are employed to add interest and vividness to the stories. The content of the
stories is inseparably connected to the context of Northern Thai culture--specifically

to Mae Laa’s role in her family and her community.
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