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This thesis examines the nature of ‘face’ idioms in the Thai language and details how
they are used in real-life situations in the Thai context. Evidence from the analysis of
the Thai ‘face’ idioms supports the claim that idioms are not unanalyzable in
meaning, i.e., the figurative meaning of idioms are not arbitrary. What motivates the
relationship between the literal words of the idiom and its meaning is, in part, the
conceptual metaphor which is the base for'mapping a concept from one domain (the

source) to a concept in another domain (the target).

Chapter One gives an overview of the research design and the procedure followed in
collecting and analyzing the data. Chapter Two discusses the theoretical background
‘and the relevant literature used in the research. In particular, how nda ‘face’ is used
metaphéric“ally in the Thai culture is described and the relationship of face to shame 1s
discussed. Furthermore, the concept of the idiom and the conceptual metaphor

approach to studying language is explained in detail.

Chapter Three presents the analysis of the face idioms collected. It has been shown
that the meanings of the Thai ‘face’ idioms are motivated by the Thai speakers’
encyclopedic knowledge of the concepts to which the idioms refer to. In particular,
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for the Thai, the word nda ‘face’ is used as a metonym for the person. Elaborations
(or variants) of this metonymy focus on specific aspects of a person, namely one’s

personality, countenance, honor and emotions.

In the analysis of the Thai ‘face’ idioms, it was found that the concept of shame
shows up time and again, whether it has to do with expressing the feeling of shame,
manifesting behaviors that are shameful or prevent shame, or, demonstrating reactions
to shame. Chapter Four brings together all these idioms that have to do with shame
into a single framework-a scenario which includes the causes of shame, the reactions

to shame and the actions to remove this shame.

This study supports the claims of cognitive linguists that the way people
conceptualize their experience in the world contributes to the meaning of linguistic
expressions. This finding lends credence to a foundational claim of cognitive
linguistics that meaning is grounded in human experience; it implies that language

and thought are interdependent.
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