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Chodri belongs to the Bhili language family, and is spoken by around 225,000 people
living in the Surat district of Gujarat State, India. This study is a description of the
structure of the Chodri verb phrase. It is based on twenty folk stories collected from

native speakers of the language.

Two kinds of verb phrase, simple and complex, are identified. A simple verb phrase
consists of an optional negative and head which may be a copula, simple verb,
compound verb, conjunct verb or an inverse verb. A simple, compound, conjunct or an
inverse verb is followed by a modal auxiliary or copula/tense auxiliary, or by both in a
complex verb phrase. A compound verb is composed of a simple, conjunct or an
inverse verb ending with conjunctive participle -i and a vector verb. Intensive
compound verbs in past tense are widely used in narratives to mark a pivotal event. A
conjunct verb is a combination of either a noun or an adjective and a verb which acts

as verbalizer. Only a limited set of verbs can act as verbalizers.

Three ways of causativizing a verb are used: analytical, morphological and lexical. A
verb can be causativized analytically by using an additional verb mag ‘ask’ with a main
verb and a post-position with the causee in a clause. A verb can be causativized

morphologically by adding suffix -av, which has partially phonologically conditioned
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allomorphs. A set of monosyllabic and disyllabic verb roots can be causativized
lexically by stem modification. A verb which is causativized once can be again
causativized by adding -av; this is called indirect or double causative. Chodri is a split
ergative language, so when the subject is ergative the verb agrees in gender-number
with the object and when the subject is nominative the verb agrees in gender-number

and person with the subject.

The tenses are grouped into two: simple and complex. Simple past , simple present and
simple future form the simple tenses and past perfect, past progressive, present perfect
and present progressive form the complex tenses. In a complex verb phrase, one of the
six modal auxiliaries can follow the head, as well as the copula/tense auxiliary. The
very presence of the copula in the final position of a complex verb phrase indicates that
the clause is either in present perfect or present progressive tense. Imperative,
intentional, dubitative, hortative, subjunctive and advisory are the six moods which

express the attitude or the illocutionary force of the speaker.
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