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Jirel is the mother tongue of about 10,000 Jirel speakers of Jiri, Dolakha, Nepal. It

belongs to the Tibeto-Burman language family.

This thesis focuses on several aspects of Longacre’s approach to discourse analysis as

it applies to the study of selected discourse features of Jirel folk narratives.

The first chapter provides an overview of the people and their land, classification of
the language, previous linguistic work on Jirel, and a brief introduction to the texts
used in this thesis. Chapter two deals with discourse boundaries. Chapter three studies
the surface structure of Jirel folk narratives. Chapter four examines the plot structure.
Chapter five discusses a salience analysis of the storylines. Chapter six is the
Conclusion‘ and summary of some of the selected discourse features of a Jirel folk

narrative.
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From the study it was found that Jirel folk narratives are told either to teach a moral or
explain how things are interpreted among the Jirel. Each narrative has well organized
surface and plot structures, with the surface structure title, closure and finis, being

optional. There are also some areas where a further investigation is suggested.
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