ABSTRACT

ENGLISH LANGUAGE READING ABILITIES AND
READING STRATEGIES OF SECOND-YEAR STUDENTS
AT PAYAP UNIVERSITY, CHIANG MAI PROVINCE, THAILAND

Kanchana Thearmtanachock, M.A.
Payap University, Chiang Mai, 1999
Supervising Professor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Wanida Penkingcarn

The objective cf this research was. to investigate both the reading abilities
and the reading strategies of second-year Payap University students who studied
Fundamental English Iil (AE 201} in the first semester of the 1998 academic
year. The 100 subjects were stratified random sampling from five different
faculties: Humanities, Social Science, Science, Business, and Accountancy
Finance and Banking. Three instruments were used: a reading comprehension
test, a questionnaire, and an interview. The 100 subjects were asked to take the
reading comprehension test, and the questionnaire was given to them to

complete immediately after taking the test. From the 100 subjects, thirty
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students were randomly selected to be interviewed. The percentage, mode, and

mean were used to analyze the data.

The results of the study showed that students’ reading abilities was 44.04
percent of the total scores. Regarding reading strategies, six of the fifteen were
found to be used frequently, and eight of the fifteen were found to be used

sometimes. The number of students who totaily used proper reading strategies

was 35.14 percent.
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