ABSTRACT
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AND NURSES AT McCORMICK HOSPITAL
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Supervising Professor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Varunee Boon-Long

The objectives of this study are: (1) to survey for the English needs of Payap
University nursing students and McCormick nurses, and (2) to identify the nursing
student problems concerning Nursing English studies and the nurse problems in
using English within the context of their daily work. The 202 subjects of the study
were divided into three groups: 62 second year nursing students, 57 thirg year
nursing students, and 83/ McCormick nurses graduated from Payap University's

Faculty of Nursing in 1995-1097 academic vears.

The instruments used in this study were three different sets of questionnaires
given to the three groups of subjects. Following the validation of questionnaire
content by the committee, the questionnaires were initially tested with forty fourth
year nursing students at Payap University and five McCormick nurses who
graduated from Payap university's. Faculty of Nursing in the 1994 academic vear.
The questionnaires were then administered to the target population. The findings

are as follows:
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1. The second year nursing students most needed to listen to nursing terms,
practice conversational dialogues using nursing terms, read in order to find main
ideas, and write nurse notes. Listening, speaking, reading, and writing nursing
terms were most needed by the third year nursing students. The nurses most
needed to listen to doctors’ orders about giving patients medications, speak with
doctors about patient symptoms using technical terms, and read and write nurse
notes. All of the three groups of subjects ranked speaking skills as the ones
which should be the most emphasized in the Nursing English curriculum.
Furthermore, ali three groups had a high level of preference for the use of

available realia and teaching materials excerpted from a variety of texts.

2. Regarding problems, fistening to nursing terms and conversational dialogues and
stories in the language lab, having a discussion on an article read, critical
reading, and writing a cause and effect essay were the most problematic for the
second year nursing students. The most problems for third year nursing students
were found in listening to lectures, speaking in seminars, reading English texts,
and writing summaries of discussions and seminars. The McCormick nurses had
most problems in listening and speaking with foreign patients during a
conversation, reading medical and nursing articles, and writing reports on

seminars using nursing terms.
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