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This thesis is a study of Tai Lue final particles based on data gathered from
overheard conversation in Donchai village, Pua\district, Nan province. It presents a
description of every Tai Lue final particle by considering pragmatics along with
semantic-syntactic structures. This followsSa.the recommendation of Hartmann
(1976:88). It also surveys the co-occurring of final particles in this language.

In considering a term as final particle, 3 kinds of criterion are involved. They are
syntactic criteria, phonological Ccriteria, and semantic criteria. In this respect, the
syntactic criteria relates to the\final particle appearance in the last position of phrases,
clauses, or sentences. Thesphonological criteria refers to the variations of final particle
by tone, vowel, initialieonsenant, and glottalization or non-glottalization.

According t6 this study, all the particles are categorized in 3 systems which are
status particle, question particle, and mood particle. There are 3 status particles, 12

question particles and 19 mood particles.



It is found that each type of particle operates differently. The status particle gives a
familiarity, an intimate to an utterance. The question particle marks a speech as a
question. The mood particle signifies an interactive emotion between speaker and
hearer.

According to a survey of final particle co-occurring, a co-oeetitrence of 2 and 3
final particles are found. They may be an identical or differentacategories. A com-
bination of the same sort of particle, particularly question particléystrengthens function
of one another. The co-occurrings of different particle eperatedndependently.

In conclusion the final particle in spoken/Tai Due reflects a relationship,
friendship, and an emotional interplay between’a speaker and a hearer. It signals an
attitude of the speaker through something he was talking about. It functions to call for
an agreement or an attention of the hearer. It also carry an exhortation, a request, and
so on. In applying the particle, one hasto_determine the relationship between himself

and a hearer, his feeling, and the situationthey talk about.
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