ABSTRACT

DISCOURSE CONSIDERATIONS IN THE HORTATORY SPEECH
OF PHRA PHAYOM

Kirk R. Person, M.A.
Payap University, Chiang Mai, 1993

Supervising Professor: Frances Woods

This thesis will examine several sermons of Phra Phayom Kalayano,
a prominent Thai Buddhist monk, in an effort to uncover their discourse
structures.

The first chapter discusses the thesis' theoretical background as well
as the methods used in this analysis. Chapter two examines the surface
structure of a typical Phra Phayom sermon, emphasizing the standard nature
of many of the components. Chapter three endeavors to discover what is
really important in a tha Phayom discourse by looking at mainline
development and theme frequency. This is followed in chapter four by a
discussion of mitigation in Thai, and its application to Phra Phayom's
sermons. Chapter five demonstrates some of the rhetorical devices utilized
by Phra Phayom, while chapter six examines sermon megasections in order

to trace Phra Phayom's text organization.
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It ’is asserted that Phra Phayom's sermons are guided by
associational, rather than logical, processes. His main points are supported
by real-life stories, rather than propositions, with the hortatory thrust of a
sermon coming from the implicit or explicit morals drawn from those

narratives.
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