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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to investigate students’ writing accuracy and
writing fluency after the use of dialogue journals and 2) to explore students’ opinions
toward their writing skills and the use of dialogue journals. The subjects of the study
were ten students attending a non-formal educational school. They are from different
ethnic groups. The instruments used in the study were the students’ dialogue journals,
the researchers’ analysis journal, and the final dialogue journal entry. Data analysis
used for analyzing quantitative data was frequency and mean, and for analyzing
qualitative data was grounded theory approach.

The results reveal students® writing accuracy, writing fluency, and students’ opinions
toward their writing skills and dialogue journal writing. Regarding writing accuracy,
in the five sub-topics included Content, Vocabulary, Organization, Grammatical
Structure and Mechanies. Organization showed a constant increase, while Content
and Vocabulary showed an increase that appeared to be related to the weekly topics of
the dialogue journals. - Neither Grammatical Structure nor Mechanics showed a
change during this dialogue journal study. For writing fluency, the five sub-topics
were each divided into several sub-categories, and each of these was noted down by
the researcher when found. In writing fluency, the sub-topic of Coherence was
divided into connection of main ideas, repetition of words and themes and use of
transitional expressions. Of these, only the use of transitional expressions showed a
change. In the sub-topic of Creativity, imaginative/descriptive language, unique
voice, detail and vocabulary made up the sub-categories. Of these, unique voice
showed no change, imaginative/descriptive language and detail showed a minor
change and vocabulary showed a noticeable change. In the sub-topic of
Communication, the study had clear message and personal connection as sub-
categories. For these, both sub-categories showed improvement in selected weeks,
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rather than overall, suggesting that the weekly journal topic had an effect on
Communication. In the sub-topic of Development, clarification, narration/persuasion
and exemplification were the sub-categories. Of these clarification and
exemplification showed a positive change, while narration/persuasion did not. In the
final sub-topic of Length, the number of sentences and words per entry and the types
of sentences used were the sub-categories and both of them showed a clear positive
change. As regards the students’ opinions towards writing and dialogue journals, the
findings showed that the students had an improved view of writing in English and in
their progress as writers, while still finding writing in English to be difficult.
Additionally, the students greatly desired correction of their journals, as they believed
this would improve their writing accuracy.
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