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ABSTRACT

This thesis composition is entitled “Echoes from Shadow Puppets”. It
is Influenced by the art of shadow puppetry, which tells stories through shadows
reflected on a white fabric screen. The audience is entertained and enjoys the stories
and the movements of the puppets as they portray the different characters in a
shadow play. The puppeteers impress their audience with the quality of their play,
their playing of musical instruments, and their use of various props. The play
normally begins with instrumental music, followed by singing of verses or chants
while the puppets are projected on a screen. Nowadays, the stories in puppet shows
are usually comic, but they also contain moral lessons.

In this wark, the composer referenced compositional techniques used
in four previously-existing compositions: 1, the whole-tone scale and cakewalk
rhythms used in “Puppets” (“Loutky”) by Behuslav Martinu; 2, the ostinato
technique used in “The Dance of the Cygnets” from Peter Tchaikovsky’s ballet
“Swan Lake”; 3, the polyrhythm found in Arnold Schoenberg’s “Pierrot Lunaire”; and
4, the type of Russian Orthodox melody found in Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture”.

“Echoes from Shadow Puppets” consists of three separate pieces,
settings for three separate shadow puppet plays: 1, “Ai-Teng”: Ai-Teng is a comedic
puppet with uniquely comical appearance, movements, and dialogue. Composed

for piano solo, this piece portrays the cheekiness of Ai-Teng in a sensational manner;



2, “Esoteric”: this piece depicts the backstage atmosphere of a shadow puppet play,
the stages of preparation for the show, the audience’s response, and the ambience
around the stage, and includes folk music; composed for mixed ensemble, this piece
blends vigor with chaos; and 3, “Nang-Ta-Lung Overture”: this piece for symphonic
band is an overture or an introduction to a shadow puppet play, announcing that the

show is about to start and inviting the audience to enter the theater.
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