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Adultery is a social problem and is likely to increase. It is also immoral in Thai
society. Moreover, adultery directly impacts the family institution which is definitely the
most important institution. It also causes numerous subsequent problems: trouble and

unhappiness of marital life, destruction of family harmony, family breakdown, divorce
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ABSTRACT

and family violencé. Besides, it also has an effect upon children’s quality of life because

the children may be mare vulnerable to drug addiction or crime committing. These

problems may impact the society and the country.

tn many countries as in the law adultery is a criminal offense. For example, in
several states of the United States and many countries in ASEAN of which Thailand is a

membership. Although there are some different views in these countries but the same

purpose is to protect the lawfully married and the stability of families.



In the past, adultery in Thailand has been considered a very serious offense by
The Code of Three Great Seal. But now, adultery is no longer a criminal offense. It is only
a ground of divorce under the Civil and Commercial Code.

When aduitery is not a criminat offense and subject to penalty in Thailand, the
adulterer may not realize that adultery is wrongful and causing problems for the family
and society. So adultery should be a crimina! offense and subject to penalty.

Therefore, the research topic of this thesis aims to study the criminalization of
adultery of Thai and foreign countries as to analyze and point out issues that could be
suggested to apply for standardization and conducting guidelings of the adultery law in
the future. In addition, this thesis comprised of recommendations and discussions which
were considered on meaning of adultery, act of adultery, adulterer and effects that may

arise in case of the adultery will be criminalized in Thailand.
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