Chapter 4

Noun Phrase

This chapter focuses on different types of noun phrases. It will deseribe how nouns

and other constituents are strictured within noun phrases.

4.1 Noun Phrase

A noun phrase only requires a noun in Kayan Lahta. Demonstratives, possessive
pronouns, quantifiers, classifiers, numbers and adjective are optional. It is most
natural for a noun to be followed by classifier in Kayan Lahta. There can be more
than one adjective in a noun phrase.

The noun phfase schema in Kayan Lahta is:
[(NPposs) N (REL CL) (ADJ Phrase)* (DEM) (QNT) (NUM) (CLF)] ,
[ADJ (INTS)] ,,

In this noun phrase structure rule, the noun is the head of the noun phrase and all
other elements are optional. The head noun can be preceded by a possessive noun
phrase and followed by an adjective, demonstrative, quantifier or classifier. Example

(81) shows a complex noun phrase in Kayan Lahta.

8Mnal  fa?1 pil dot st  bat
is chicken © small that six clf
POSS N ADJ DEM ONT CLF

‘those six small chickens of mine’

In this structure, fa?}‘chicken’ is the head of the noun phrase. It is preceded by the
possessive pronoun nat ‘my’ and modified by the adjective pi7 ‘small’, demonstrative
pronoun doJ ‘that’, quantifier s"f ‘six’ and classifier.

Seven noun phrase structures are shown below. Each sentence represents a different

noun phrase structure,
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Noun phrase structure 1
[NTxe

(81)jenT
rice-cooked
N
‘rice-cooked’

In this structure, a single noun functions as a noun phrase. The noun is a head of the
noun phrase.

Noun phrase structure 2

[N CLF1,
(82) fwif da?l
dog clf
N CLF
‘a/the dog’

In this structure, the noun precedes the classifier. The noun is the head of the noun

phrase. In informal speech, it is more natural for a noun to be followed by classifier
than to have a bare noun.

Noun phrase structure 3

[N NUM CLF],,

(83) jont wil mad
house  four  clf
N NUM  CLF

*four houses’

Another structure of the noun phase is shown in example (83). In this structure, a
noun is followed by number and classifier.

Noun phrase structure 4

[N ADJ NUM CLF],,
(84) jont dut  wi) mad
house  big  four clIf

N ADJ  NUM CLF
‘four big houses’
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In this noun phrase structure, the noun head is follow by the adjective, number and
classifier.

Noun phrase structure 5
[Nposs ADJ NUM CLF],,

(85) nat Jjond  dud wil mail
Is house big  four cIf
POSS N ADJ NUM CLF
‘my four big houses’

In this noun phrase, jop{ ‘house’ is a head and it is modified by an adjective duf ‘big’.
So it is called modified noun phrase.

Noun phrase structure 6

[N t2)-NUM]

The morpheme, 2 is used as a classifier for people and it attaches to the number.
Different from other noun phrase structures, this classifier precedes the number in a

noun phrase. This structure is used in informal speech.

(86) plat ta - lwi

people  clf-peopl
N CLF-NUM
‘four people’

Noun phrase structure 7

[N ADJ DEM NUM CLF],,

(87} jonli dul = joldod wil mai
house  big that four clf
N ADJ DEM NUM  CLF
‘that four big houses’

Adjective, demonstrative, number and classifier are included in this structure and

they all follow the head noun,
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4.1.1 Head Noun
A noun is typically the head of the noun phrase. A single noun can be function as a

noun phrase in the sentence,

(88) phai ped ne'nt
father cut leaf
N Y N

“The father cuts the leave.’

(89) plaibattal shangistad  thud bat
child sell bird clf
N v N CLF
‘The child sells a bird.’

In examples (88) and (89), p®af ‘father’ and plabajtat ‘child’ are single nouns that
are noun phrases in the sentences and they are the heads of noun phrases. They also
function as the subject in both examples.

(90) mut daJ la?l  khad
sun and  moon shine
N CONJ N v

‘The sun and the moon shine.’

In example (90), the two nouns mu/ ‘sun’ and la?7 ‘moon’ are connected by the
coordinate conjunction da/ ‘and’. In this noun phrase structure, both nouns are the
heads of the subject noun phrase,

(9D plui  pla) ~apt - jenl
child clf eat rice-cooked
N CLF v N
‘The child eats rice.’

In example (91), single noun, jen7 ‘rice’ is the head of the noun and it functions as

the object in this sentence.
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4.1.1.1 Proper noun

A proper noun can be a head noun in a noun phrase. In (92) and (93), the two
proper nouns ai?] and k™ occur as a single noun in each sentence in noun phrase
positions. They are the head nouns of each noun phrases. They function as the
subjects of the sentences.

92) a'?1 sfanishad thd  bat
Al sell bird clf
N.PROP V N CLF
*Aj sells a bird.’

(93} kMt pel  nelpt
Khu cut leaf
N.PROP V N
‘Khu cuts the leaf.’

In example (94), the proper noun, baluf ‘Pa O’ functions as the object.

94) jal phis  apd  baswt
not give  eat PaO
NEG v v N.PROP
‘(Kayan) do not give Pa O to eat.’

4.1.1.2 Pronoun
In a sentence, the head noun can be a pronoun. It can be modified by an adjective or

classifier or number. The follow examples show the pronouns that function as heads.

(95) pai pjani ‘tedlmand madi
1s weave basket clf
PRO v N CLF
‘T weave a basket.

(96) nai noimant  ved
is dream 2s
PRO v PRO
‘I dream of you.’
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In the above examples, there is a single pronoun in a noun phrase in each example
and they are the heads of the noun phrases in each sentence. They function as
subjects and an object.

(97) mplaldod  poyi plal ol ladkwallod jont  ku??
3pl two clf exist together  house in
PRO NUM CLF VvV ADJ N LOCZR
‘The two of them live together in a house.’

In example (97) a pronoun mplatdo/ ‘they’ is modifed by a number pag ‘two’ and a
classifier pla/ ‘person’.

4.1.2 Possessive Noun Phrase
In Kayan Lahta, a possessive appears at the beginning of the noun phrase preceding
the head noun.

The following examples use possessive pronouns in a noun phrases.

(98) mplal jepi metl dwt
3s house top big
POSS N TOP  ADJ
*His house is big.’

(99) nat plai  stapistad tadman
1s father sell basket
POSS N v N
‘My father sells basket,’

In example (98) and (99), the possessive pronouns mpla?‘3s’ and paf ‘1s’ precede the
head nouns jor/ ‘house’ and p*af ‘father’. In these two examples, the head nouns are
JjanJ ‘house’ and p*adf ‘father’.

(100} fwi} katmilt mef o
dog tail top long
N N TOP ADJ
‘The dog’s tail is long.’

In the example (101), two nouns, fwi/ ‘dog’ and kaJfmi/ ‘tail’ can be seen in a noun
phrase position. In this noun phrase, the first noun fwiJ ‘dog’ functions as the

possessive noun. The second noun, kami/ ‘tail’ is the head of the noun phrase. In
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this example, the adjective long modifies the noun kami/ ‘tail’ instead of fwil ‘dog'.
The possessive is a full noun phrase in example (101).

(101) plat jai ved i8] of-beipt  plad  o-fwi) katmit mel DA
person  give 25 book one-clf clf dog  tail  top long
N v PRO N NUM-CLF CLF N N TOP  ADJ
“The dog’s tail of person who gives me a book is long.’

(Lit. The person who gives me a book’s dog’s tail is long.)

4.1.3 Adjective
An adjective modifies the head noun and it directly follows the head noun. There

can be more than one adjective in a noun phrase and they all modify the head noun
in a sentence.

(102) jagl du

house  big
N ADJ
‘a/the big house’

(103) taimanl pil
basket small
N ADJ
‘a/the small basket’

In example (102) and example (103) jap4 and tafmay/ are the heads of the noun

phrases jap{ du/ and tafmapfpil The two adjectives di/f and pi7 modify the head
nouns in the two noun phrases

(104) jopd  lo'yl dud
house  black big
N ADJ . ADJ
‘a/the big black house’

(105) Jwit katmi! ailad
dog tail  long
N N ADJ
‘a/the dog’s long tail’
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In example (104) both the adjectives lo¥y7 and duwf modify the head noun jagg/ in the
noun phrase. In example (105}, there are two nouns in the noun phrase. The first
noun fwi/ ‘dog’ functions as the possessive noun and the second noun kaJmi/ ‘tail’ is
the head of the noun phrase. In this example, the adjective 2/la1 ‘long’ modifies the
head noun kamiJ ‘tail’, not the possessive noun fwif ‘dog’.

(106) janli lo'nT duf  melits]
house  black big  very
N ADJ ADJ ADJ
‘a very big black house’

Example (106) shows that two adjectives, lo"p? ‘black’ and du/ ‘big’ are modified by
an intensifier me'jt"s 7 ‘very’.

4.1.4 Demonstratives

Demonstratives indicate where the noun is located. In a noun phrase, demonstratives
are always used with classifiers. They follow the adjectives as in example (107), In
this noun phrase it follows the adjective and it is used with the classifier phrase.

(107) shant dul  joldod Iwif  da?7
elephant big  that four clf
N ADJ  DEM NUM  CLF

‘Those four big elephant’

The demonstrative directly follows the head noun if there is no adjective that
modifiers the noun as in example (108).

(108) shanl jaddle il ds?7
elephant that  fowr  cif
N DEM NUM CLF
‘Those four elephants’

4.1.5 Quantifiers

In grammar, quantifiers indicate a quantity. In Kayan Lahta, quantifiers are used to
indicate the number or amount of the noun in a noun phrase. They can occur with
adjectives or demonstratives but they never occur with a classifier. In a noun phrase
where the demonstrative or adjective are absent, the quantifiers directly follow the
head noun.

6%



(109) jont mpa+
house  some
N ONT

‘some houses’

(110) jept jaddod lud
house  these all
N DEM  QNT
‘these all houses’

In example (109) the quantifier directly occurs after the head noun and it occurs
after the demonstrative in example {110).

4.1.6 Number
In Kayan Lahta, numbers are used to indicate amount of the noun in a noun phrase.
They must co-occur with a classifier. In a noun phrase, they can optionally occur

with adjectives. The numbers directly follow the head noun where the adjective is
absent.

(111) mplal  foi 221  shud bapd
3s bring water eight  clf
PRO v N NUM  CLF
‘She brings eight glasses of water.’

4.1.7 Classifier
In Kayan Lahta, classifiers mostly occur with a numeral. They can occur with

demonstrative adjectives. Sometimes the classifiers directly follow the head noun.
Frame for classifiers in Kayan Lahta:

N (NUM) CLF

The examples below show some classifiers that are associated with different word

categories.
(112} patmod wiif  plat
woman four clf
N NUM CLF

‘four women'
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Kayan Lahta has different types of numeral classifiers and each has unique semantic
and distributional properties see section (3.2.2).

Sometimes, classifiers directly follow the head noun in informal speech when the
number is omitted. It is natural in Kayan Lahta to mention a single noun with only a
classifier and it denotes the number one. Not every noun is directly followed by a
classifier. The nouns that present human beings and animals are most often directly
follow by a classifier.

(113) fwil  do?l
dog clf
h CLF
‘a/the dog ’ or ‘one dog’

(114) plud plat
child clf
N CLF
‘a/the child’ or ‘one child’

In examples (113) and (114) no number or demonstrative is found between the head
noun and the classifier. But it denotes number one. Therefore, it means ‘one dog’ in
example (113) and ‘one child’ in (114).

4.2 Adpositional phrases and relative clauses ,

Adpositional phrases do not modify nouns inside a noun phrase in Kayan Lahta.
Instead relative clauses are used. Adpositional clauses are discussed more in section
5.3.3.

Relative clauses often contain an adpositional phrase. They are introduced with da

which is also used as a generic preposition. But da4 is optional and it can be omitted.

(115) kafland (dat) o doi  kond K  bat  pta?l
plate rel exist prep chair on clf break
N REL V PREP N LOCZR CLF V
‘The plate on the chair is broken.’ (Lit. The plate that is on the chair.)

(116) fwil (dad) ol me'l  t"agl bat end  pai
dog rel exist tooth sharp cif bite  3s
N REL  V N ADJ CLF v PRO
‘The dog with sharp teeth bites me.’(Lit. The dog that has sharp teeth.)
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The preposition da{ can alternate with ba+ but the relative clause use of da{ cannot
be substituted with ba.

(117) koeflan! *(ba) ol bai  koyt ki) bal pha?]
plate perp exist prep chair on clf break
N PREP v PREP N LOCZR CLF Vv
‘The plate on the chair is broken.’

(118) Jwil ol *(ba) me'l  thap? bal efyi  nai
dog  exist  prep teech sharp clf bite  3s
N v PREP N ADJ CLF Vv FRO
‘The dog with sharp teeth bites me.’

4.3 Conclusion

In this chapter, the noun phrase, appositional and relative were mainly discussed.
Noun phrase head, possessives, adjectives, demonstratives, quantifiers, numbers and
classifiers were also presented. Noun phrase head included proper nouns and
pronouns.
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