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ABSTRACT

Currently, the state of national and local election problem in Thailand strongly affects to
the conflict in Thai society widely. One reason is due to no acceptance of the leaders or
administrators who the people have chosen to be the representative of power instead of
them. This problem is caused by several reasons and it nesds to be solved urgently to

restore the peace in the country.

Local Administrative Qrganization as municipality form is established from the
principle of decentralization,  especially the decentralization to local administrative
organization. The mayor is the highest administrative position who is elected directly by
the people in the municipality. The mayoral election is the idea with forceful administrator
based on the presidential system of the United States. Therefore, the mayoral election

differs in the national administrative election,

Although the maycral election is different from the national administrative

elections, any elections at any level should be under the democratic principles, the

participation of citizens, as well as the principles of decentralization.
Consequently, the candidates who are elected will be accepted by the people in the

municipality, have the legitimacy of the sovereignty and power under the law to the



authority of the municipality. However, Thai mayor election still has many problems due
to several reasons such as the social conditions of the country, lawmaking or judgment
of the court or decision of the agency involved. As a result, in some cases, the
candidates who were elected may not be from the majority of the people's vote or the
candidates may not be citizens of that particular municipality. In addition, the election
is carried without honesty and justice, for example vote buying, the use of force to
intimidate or influence the result of the personal interest of the election, both directly and

indirectly to the public frequently.

Generally, the other countries, especially developing countries where have
developed with democratic regimes being advanced than in Thailand such as the
United States, France, and Germany have emphasized on the local elections in their
country as well. However, the study found that althcugh many of these countries do not
have much difference in their principle of law en local elections from Thailand: the
electoral system as defined in national elections, with the election at the local level
process in the same direction. The principle has a qualification on the political right and
with the restrictions of the election campaign. But one thing that is totally different from
Thailand is an act in violation of the provisions of law, such as vote buying that the other

countries found less as the social conditions which may occur in each country.

This thesis aimed mayoral election which comprises of elected mayor system,
gualifications of candidates for election as mayor, the election campaign and the
election fraud based on the study of the law relating to the election of the Mayor, as
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand in BE 2550, Local Election Act or Local
Administrative Election in BE 2545, or the Municipal Act in BE 2486 with the judgment
of the court, the decision of the Election Commission of artictes and other documents,
including various concepts related to democracy, the participation of citizens, the
principles of decentralization, the principle of decentralization to local governments
abdomen, and primary elections in order to analyze the problems of the country's
elected mayor. Moreover, the other purposes are to lead to further editing, legal or

update, to comply with the principles of democratic government, the participation of



citizens, the principles of decentralization, and the principle of decentralization to locai

governments abdomen as well as the core of the next election.

The study found that there were several deficits in the laws related to the election
of the mayor, the judgment or court order or the decision of the organization being
responsible for controlling the elections related to the election of the current mayor. This
problem should be solved carefully and concisely to be relevant to the principles of
demacratic government, the principles of decentralization , and the principle of election
to prevent problems in the present at and future, for example the conflicts arising from
knowledge about the distorted democracy. Although the elections are not always the
answer to democracy, the election also represents a way of democratizing that the
democratic countries accept. However, the election must be derived from the true intent
of the majority, should take into account the possibility for individuals to qualify for the
position of mayor who must be able to perform their duties under the law efficiently and

effectively. This is to bring benefits to the nation and the people of Thailand forever.
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