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ABSTRACT

This study aims to develop various creative-tasks to enhance leamers’
listening and speaking skills for communication and learners’ motivation and examine
the effects of creative tasks in leaming the listening and speaking skills for
communication and learners’ motivation. The study is initiated from my earlier
teaching observation where students had little motivation to learn and use the target
language. The motivation problem stemmed from the teacher-centeredness and
textbook driven way of teaching,

To fit the nature of this study, the target group was chosen with purposive
sampling. There were 30 technical students enrolling in an “English for
communication 1”7 course in the first semester, 2013 of the academic year. The
students level of English proficiency ranged from lower beginning to beginning level,
with a very small number of students of intermediate level.

The study works within action research framework which involved four steps
(planning, action, observation, and reflection) within two cycles of action. During the
implementation of the actions, a set of research instruments were used. They are 1)
video-recording to record the student’s behavior; 2) observation notes and lesson
report as a tool of self-evaluation and reflection; 3) students’ questionnaire and
interviews to gather information on what the student’s feel and think of each task; and
4) pre- and post-performance tasks to trace student’s development of learning the
speaking and listening micro-skills for communication. The video and audio
recording data were transcribed and analyzed for its content and common theme. The
observation notes and lesson report were analyzed for their themes and issues arising
from the implementation of the actions. The pre- and post-performance tasks were
analyzing students’ prior and after the actions performance by using rubrics. The
findings from the data then discussed qualitatively by consulting all related literature
in the field.
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In exploring the first and second research queries, I developed three types of
creative task to enhance the early beginning level leamers listening and speaking
micro-skills for communication and leamers’ motivation: choral reading, language
games, and creative writing. Choral reading task was designed to enhance learner’s
ability to produce clear, comprehensible, and good quality of sounds due to its
repetitive nature and short length of texts. Language games tasks were designed to
help leamers to recognize expressions and use language functions of asking and
giving information in a communicative setting. Creative writing helps learners to
recognize the text type of asking and giving information. Most importantly, the tasks
were designed in a very different ways than the traditional teacher-centered
classroom. The tasks were designed to give learners more tune to prepare themselves
in accomplishing the task, to work in groups, put the teacher into a facilitator role, and
to allow learners to work in a relaxing atmosphere in class.

In responding to the third research question, it is found that choral reading
specifically improved learners’ ability: 1) to pronounce and produce comprehensible
sounds; 2) to articulate problematic English consonants such as /s/, /t/, /st/ and v/,
vowel sounds, and 3} produce complete expressions. Language games are proven to
help learners to improve their vocabulary knowledge and use the language functions.
Finally, creative writing helps leamers to recognize the spoken text type (transactional
and interactional}, and comprehend the content of the spoken text better (information
about oneself and others). During the implementation, it was also observable that the
three designed tasks were able to motivate learners in learning. This can be seen from
how the learners stayed engaged with the tasks, showed effort in accomplishing the
tasks, gained self-confidence in producing clear and good quality of sounds, and took
initiative to find information in completing the task (autonomy learning).
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