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ABSTRACT

This study illuminates the STIVELF (short-term international volunteer English
language facilitator) experience through a narrated exploration of a week-long
volunteer English teaching project at a village school in northern Thailand. Data was
drawn from questionnaires, interviews, observations, field notes, reflection journals,
and document collection to elicit multiple perspectives on two central questions: first,
what are the needs of short-term international volunteers relevant to facilitating
English language learning in the local context; second, what roles of responsibility do
the various participants take on to address the needs of the short-term international
voluntcers? The participants from this study included an 1l.-member team of
volunteers from the U.S.A., as well as various regional and local participants within
Thailand who were also project stakeholders. In the research findings, the volunteers’
needs were organized under three broad themes: fulfillment of the volunteers’ living
needs; pursuit of sound classroom practice; and respect of the local context. The
findings further identified ways in which the international, regional, and local
participants took responsibility to address the needs of the volunteers. In addition to
confributing to a growing awareness of STIVELFs within the TESOL community, the
study provides a developmental tool drafted for stakeholders of volunteer
programming.
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