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ABSTRACT

This research aims to (1) study the effectiveness of promoting the divergent
thinking of primary school students through- learner-centered activities and (2)
investigate students’ capacity for expressing  creativity before and after the
implementation of the learner-centered activities. Five Year 3 ESL students from an
international school based in Chiang Mai, with a British program, participated in the
study. It is a case study, where two groups of instruments were used. The first group
included a set of needs analysis and 23 hours of learning activities. The later was for
data collection and consisted of classroom observation, experts’ evaluation of
students’ end products, Instances tests, and teachers’ evaluation of students’
creativity,

The findings show that (1) primary level students’ divergent thinking skills
expressed through the use of vocabularies and phrases in English increased to average
level after the implementation of the student-centered activities and (2} students’
creative capacity reflected from the Instances test gradually increased after the
implementation of the learner-centered activities and it was changed to a high level
based on the teachers’ evaluation of students’ creativity. The results of this study
showed that ESL students in the primary level were very creative and capable of
thinking of a higher number of vocabulary, expressions and ideas through the

implementation of the student-centered activities.
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