CHAPTER 2

IDENTIFICATION OF PARTICIPANTS

The introductory, main, secondary, incidental and supernatural
participants are introduced in different ways at their first appearance in
the narrative. This section describes the initial identification of the
participants. Upon comparing the six texts, the following conclusions were
made concerning the the grammatical devices used in the introduction of
participants.,

In Thai folkstories, a story is composed of 3 main parts: a title, the
body of the narrative and a conclusion. The title is one method of
introducing a participant as it sometimes names that participant. The
participant who is introduced in the title is usually the main or secondary
participant. However, an introductory participant 1is occasionally
introduced in the title. An incidental participant is never introduced in
the title.

For example:

vaagQuaE uiedgn (King Kulu and Miss Oua)
LRne3u (Kongjin, the Shipowner)
TR R AT (Miss Sweet Smelling Hair)

In all the examples above the titles indicate the main and secondary
Participants only. The titles indicate to the reader th;t the following
stories will be about these people.

There are a number of other ways of introducing a participan§ when
they first appear.

n existential clause
naming clause

1. A
2. A
3. A phrase in a transitive, bitransitive, or locative clause
4. A group introduction



2.1. Existential Clause

An existential clause is the most common method for introducing a
participant. The existential clause is a clause which begins with the
existential verb fi (mi:) ’there was’ followed by a modified noun phrase

with the numeral phrase ’one’.

2.1.1. Introductory Participant

The introductory_ participant,is firstly identified as the subject of
an existential clause (see example (a) below). A following clause may
contain some descriptive information telling what the participant wasbdoing
at the time of introduction (see (b) below) The description setting is also

shown by the repetition of the verb (mi:).

(a) m¥y wily AU 1Y uan i niEsun nzavA  widy  neenszunn
khran3 nup! na:n ma: la:w? mi: phra?ra;cha: phra?op nupn! sopphra?na:m
time one long come part. have king cls. one name
31 HUIBTINT YN AT T 18 U6 Yy o
wa:2 mazha:4thamra:cha: khro:n ra:t2cha?sombat?! yu:! na?
that Mahathamraja rule property stay at
LnInNITnRug uag
muapphromphanthu? natkhon
Promphanthu city

(b) & nszund NINUIN rl) RERL 34k] uar I
mi: phra?mahe:4si:4 sopna:m wa:2 su?!wanthe:wi: l2?3 mi:
have queen name that Suwantawee and have
nizsulosd wszavd wis A NITUIN 21 thasenus
phra?rat2?o:rot3 phra?on nup! mi: phra?na:m wa:2 pa:jittta?tku?3ma:n
son cls. one have name that Pajittakumarn

Once upon a time, there was a king named Mahathamraja. He ruled over
Promphanthu city. He had a queen named Suwanthewee and they had one

son named Pajittakumarn.



The introductory participant in the above paragraph is King
Mahathammaraja because he only briefly appears in the story to introduce
the secondary participant, Pajittakumarn. He was firstly introduced by an
exiStential clause which includes a numeral phrase‘in the descriptive

background.

2.1.2; Main Participant

The main - participant of a story is usually introduced in an
existential clause Yith a descriptive phrase. Unlike the introductory
participant, the descriptive background for the main participant describes
the participant’s personality rather than his activity. For example, in .
the story, 'Male Mountain’, the main ‘participant is introduced with a

description of her character.

e AgN wile unNtng U wmlin @D fiuun [ du ] ™
ka:n kbran3 nun! mi: na:pyak?® ton nup! chu:? kinna: ?a:isay? yu:! na?
time time one have giantess cls. one name Kinna live stay at
fhu wax ug nd g wANAUUA tiv vl /81

ba:n2 lan4 yay! klay? phru:khaw?4 naipkinna: yan pen sa:wé

house cls. big near mountain Kinna still be maiden

i & 1]

may? mi: phua
not have husband

Once upon a time, there was a giantess named Kinna. She lived in a big
house near a mountain. Kinna was single. She did not have a husband
and was lonely.

In the above example, the main participant, Kinna, was introduced in
an existential clause with a desériptive setting. Her description is about
her 1life rather than what she is doing at that timé. In the story of the
*Shipowner’, the main participant is introduced in a similar way.

fi Tu {1 vadn iaRh N a1 du f 1Rdn A
ko? nay camnuan caw?sua“ ruasamiphaw law! nan? mi: caw?sua‘ thi:?
part. in amount richman ship those that have richman that



sheau nin eu du ay eAu  wide] €0 nedu aulnu Th!
ram?ruay kwa:! khon ?un! yu:! khon nupt! chu? konci:n kbonthay raw

rich than cls. other live cls. one name Kongjin Thai we

WL tRdIneBu shsu in A nafu Sun 9N tRIneAu

hen4 caw2suakonci:n ram2ruay nak3 ko2 pha:kan riak? wa:2 cawZkopci:n
see rich Kongjin rich much part. keep call that Lord Kongjin
[use 13neEu & il fi €n (Ruv 1dun §4n fiu &
12?3 caw?konci:n phu:2 ni:3 mi: chuiZsiapt penthit2 ru:3cak! kan di:
and Lord Kongjin who this have famous as know each good
v u . muthsau uRr AN LAY ~ wmsae dsang a1
thap3 nay da:n? khwa:mram?ruay la?73 kbwa:mcaw2chu:3 phro?3 pra:kot! wa:?
both in side rich and paramour since appear that
Wy # NssU7 W1 uan vu dau]

kho:y mi: phanya: ma: la:w? nap? ro:y3

used have wife come already count hundred

Awong a group of shipowners, there was a man, Kongjin who was very rich.
Thai people knew that he was very rich so they called him King Kongjin. He
was very well-known for his wealth and his paramour since he had more than
100 wives.

The main participant in “the above paragraph is Kongjin. He was

initially .introduced by an existential clause with a descriptive phrase.

This descriptive background explains about his character and personality.

2.1.3. Secondary Participant
" The secondary participant may also be introduced by an existential
clause, Unlike the main participaﬁt, the descriptive. setting of the
secondary participant often occurs in a subordinate qlause.
For example, in the story of ’Orapim’, the hunter is introduced in a
subordinate clause:

-

s ¥in oy & gulng w0 A fi UIUNS Y
khana?!thi:2 phak3 yu:! tay? tonZsay nan® ?eip ko? mi: na:yphra:n
while rest stay under banyan that part. part. have hunter
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Au [@ A3 pan  wa A n W iod dou U1 . udn]
khton khi:! khwa:y <?0:k! ma: ca:k! nay muap pha:n! ma: hen4khaw?
cls. ride buffalo out come from in town pass come see

WVhile they were resting under the banyan tree, there was a hunter riding
the buffallo out from the city.

The hunter, a secondary participant, was introduced by an existential
clause. Unlike the previous participant categories, his descriptive setting

is in the form of a subordinate clause.

2.1.4. Incidental Pariicipant

The incidental participants can also be introduced by an existential
clause. However, unlike the main and secondary participants, the
incidental participant is not introduced in the first paragraph of the
story.

For example, in the story of ’'Miss Sweet Smelling Hair’:

s A LU M 1 uu a 5 fing AU wile wn nu
khana?thi:2 da:ntha:p nay pa:? nan3 ko? mi: yak? ton nun! ma: phop3
while travel in forest that part. have giant cls. one come meet

[ounn =z fiu  wywd)
ya:k! ca?! kin ma?nut?
want to eat human

while he was travelling in the forest, there was a giant running toward hinm
and wanted to eat him.
The incidental participant in the above paragraph is the giant. He is

first introduced in an existential clause but not in the first paragraph.
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2.2. Naming Clause

A naming clause is a clause in which a verb such & chku:?Z or wniwmu
sopna:m - 'to name’ functions as a main verb. The naming clause has a proper
name in an object'slot. The phrase’in the naming clause is qomposed of =
modified noun phrase, which may be a classifier phrase. The naming clause
is used to introduce the’introductory and secondary participants.

For example, the introductory participant in 'Orapim’ is the queen,

Suwantawee. -

0 & wsrimIu vl [nssun 30 qa3500n7 )

0 mi: phra?akhbra?ma?he:4si:4 sopna:m wa:2 su?wa:ntheiwi:
0 have queen name that Suwantawee

He has a queen named Suwanthewee.
In the examples, ’0’ indicates a deleted morpheme.
The secondary participant ‘in the same story is Pajittakumarn, also

introduced by a naming clause.

e Uhassnuas LAunnv ki thuduemi 0 N n
wua? pa:cittakuma:n ds:ntha:p paythup4 ba:n2?sam4rit 0 ko2 prop3
when Pajittakumarn travel arrive Ban Samrit 0 part. meet
uigy ¥ AU wile [€0 unui nhaAY 1oun oy )
yip4 cha:wba:n2 khon nup! <chu:2 ya:ybua kamlap thay4na: yu:!
maid villager cls. one  name Boa continue plough live

When Pajittakumarn arrived at Ban Samrit, he saw the woman named Boa
ploughing.



2.3. Transitive, Bitransitive, and Locative Clause

The term transitive clause here refers to the clause composed of a
verb which requires an object constituent while a bitransitive clause
requires a direct object and an indirect object. A locative clause is a
clause with a location as a constituent of that clause. The transitive,
bitransitive and locative clause differ from the ’naming’ élause» in that
the constituents following the main verb are not complements of the
subject. The transitive clause indicates that +the subject performs the
activity upon someone or something. The phrases occurring in the
constituent parts of these clauses may be:

1. Simple noun phrase
2. Modified noun phrase

2.3.1. Simple Noun Phrase
The simple noun phrase is used to introduce an incidental participant.
It occurs in either the subject or object slot of transitive, locative or

bitransitive clause. In the story of 'Orapinm’, the incidental
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participants, the 101 kings, are introduced as the indirect object of the

bitransitive clause.

0 %« & [@ wsxTrudaal ki nEadd  Ka Youidn ums

0 cun day? mi:  phra?ra:t2chasa:t4 payyap kasat! than2? ro:y3?et! nakhon
0 then get have letter to king both 101 city

I Aa nizsulden v 1290 ifa v ERAGES] \&an)
hay? catt phra?ra;t3thida: son! khaw2ma: phua? hay? ra:t2?o:rot? luak2
give arrange daughter send into for give son choose

So the king has sent the letter to the 101 kings in order to send their
daughter for his son to choose a wife.
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2.3.2. ModifiediNqun Phrase
The modified noun phrase includes a noun as the nucleus and potential
modifiers such as a quantifier, qualifier or descriptives. There are
several kinds of modifiers which may occur in the modified noun phrase in
transitive, bitransitive and locative clauses. These modifiers are in the
form of relative clause, classifier phrase, possessive phrases and

adjectival phrase.

2.3.2.1. Relhfive Clause as a Modifier.

A relative clause is a clause composed of a relative pronoun (such as
# or &« ’that’) or other marker which relates the clause itself to the noun
it modifies. Only the incidental participants, and supernatural beings can
be introduced by a relative clause.

The supernatural participant, in this section of the story, ’King Kulu

and Miss Oua’, is the angel. The angel is introduced in a relative clause:

ueda ‘hitle wil MW wma neg Cowe wie e W du
na:p?ua? may?day? ni:4 - pay ha:4 tha:w3khu:lu: ta:! na:p day? pay yu:n
Miss Qua not escape go find King Kulu but she get gc stand
MU oy # SURINA ou  wils uaz ue 1o @

ramphan yu:! thi:2 ton2cuapphi:4 ton2 nup! la?> na:p day? tap?

moan stay at tree cls. one and she get raise
ArunSwanu fiv [ imnoen une e ANAORL oy
satltaya:thitha:n4 kap! the:p?yada: na:pmay? sup? sip4sazthit! yu:!
praise with deitics angel who stay live
o . AU 31]

na? tonZcuanpphii4 wa:?

at tree that

Oua did not go to see king Kulu but she cries under the banyan tree.
She prayed to the deity and angel who lived in' that tree.



The incidental participant, the lemon, in the story of 'Male

Mountain’, is also introduced using a relative clause.

] fu au uan W T 94 Tu  #u i by [nzunn 7
phi:? chan4 lu:m bo:k2 phi:2 pay wa:2 nay hi:p! ni:3 mi: ma?naiw thiZ:
brother. 1 forget tell pro. go that in box this have lemon at
Wi §4n an  §4n tHUY waty WA

Bay? ru:3cak! suk! ru:3cak! hiaw! la:y4 phon4

not know ripe know wither many cls.

1 forgot to tell you that in that box there are many lemons which never
ripened or withered.

2.3.2.2. Classifier Phrase as a Modifier

A classifier phrase refers to a phrase which has a classifier and a
numeral as constituents. Its function is ‘to modify the head noun. . A
classifier phrase may occur as modifier in the modified noun phrase of a
transitive, bitransitive and locative clause to introduce the main,
secondary or incidental participants. Any participant may be referred to in
the subject or object slot.

The main participant, the young man, in the story, 'Male Mountain’,

fills the object slot:

141 Fu wile  waeuun s v [enuwyn Au wiiy ]
chaw? wan nun! na:pkinna: day? hen4 cha:ynumr! khon nup!
morning cls. one Kinna get see young man cls. one
& v gin un pCTRRY o

karmlan da:n khPaw? ma: nay pa:!
continue walk enter come in forest

One morning, Kinna saw a young man coming to the forgst.
In the above paragraph, the main participant,' the young man was
introduced in the classifier clause. This classifier clause function as the

modifier clause.

15
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Another example of the main participant occurring in the object slot,
is Nongpajan, from the story, ’Shipowner’:

-

uay  ‘lu A5 i 109 LRI AU nu fiu Gak) SRty
1222 nay kbra:w ni:?® ?e:n caw?konci:n phop3 kap! sa:w? pa:m
and in time that prt. Lord Kongjin meet with maid beautiful

(97 Au wuile] 48 urvuvedund

khaw2 khon nun! chu:? na:pnoppacan

enter cls. one name Miss Nongpajan

And at that time, King Kongjin met a beautiful woman named Nongpajan.

The main participant, Nongpajan was introduced by a classifier phrase
functioning as a modifier in the object slot occuring in a transitive
clause.

The secondary participant, King Kulu, from the story, ’King Kulu and

Miss Oua’, is introduced here in the object slot:

nszavd # [Tosa B4 wily  nIwmszunug 27 wegl
phra?on mi: ?0:rot3 ?2on nun! sopgphra?na:m wa:2 tha:w3khu:lu:
he have son cls. one name that King Kulu

He has one son named Kulu.

The secondary participant, Kulu was introduced by a classifier’ phrase
signalled by the classifier meA. Unlike the naming clause, the classifier
phrase is modified by a naming clause.

The incidental participant, Kamfong, from the story, A’MiSs Sweet

Smelling Hair’ fills the object slot:

dhy uwad o - w22 1o udsega [8mn avfd wilN
fa:y! mathe:4si:4 fa:y! khwa:4 day? prasu:t? ~thida: ?0n7 npapt
for queen side right get give a birth daughter cls. one
by nIEUIN 21 2at, N D]

mi: phra?na:m wa:2 khamfo:pg

have name that Kamfong

The queen gave birth to daughter named Kamfong.



Kamfong, is introduced with a classifier phrase signalled by the

classifier ae& %07,

2.3.2.3. ‘Possessive Phrase as a Modifier
A possessive phrase is a phrase which expresses possession. The

possessive phrase includes an ordinary modified noun phrase followed by a

possessive phrase. This phrase is usually signalled by the possessive
marker mae ‘of’. A possessive phrase may occur as a modifier in a modified
noun phrase. Possessive phrases are found only to introduce the main and

incidental participants.

The main participant, Miss Nongprajan’s lover, from the 'Shipowner’:

5 i esaTan EBuls Tu nasun 0 eeN 13 INe AU il

phu:2 thi:? saw2so:k! siacay nay ka:nma: kho:p4 caw?kopci:n ni:3

who at sad sad in arrival of King Kongjin that

Y] By  &av au &a  ulanulzdund fiu [msn DN unv ]
mi: yu:! so:n4 kkhon khu: na:pnoppacan kapt khu:2rak3 kho:p% na'np
have live two cls. is Miss Nongprajan with lover of her

There are two persons who are sad at the arrival of King Konjin, Nongpajan
and her lover.

The main participant, Nongprajan’s lover, is introduced by the
possessive phrase signalled by the possessive marker mas ’of’.
Also the incidental participants, the parents, in the same story, are

introduced in the same manner:

win  qod ar Wil 18 usa ERLEEIN f ‘M
Bua2 sutlithi:2 ca?! haktha:m2cay day? la:w?® ~caw2kopci:n ko2 pay
when end that will stop get already King Kongjin prt. go
nILmMIn un urvuszdunsd fiu [D®n uTAN FIGL uie]
tha:p2tha:m kho:4 naipnoppacan kap! bida: ma:nda: kho:ip? naip
ask for ask Miss Nongpajan with father mother of she

Vhen he found that he love her so much, he went to ask her parents for her.
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The parents are first introduced by a possessive phrase in the

modifier of a noun phrase.

2.3.2.4. Adjectival Phrase as a Modifier

An adjectival phrase is a phrase which funétions as a modifier iﬁ the
noun phrase. It modifies the head noun. An adjectival phrase may occur in
the modifier of a noun phrase to identify secondary participants.

The secondary participant, King Doglike, from the story of that name

is introduced in an adjectival phrase:

HAnd AL TTRER 1o I} Uszgé Tosw nau [usinn il
mahe:4si:4 fa:y! kbwa:4 pra?su:t! <2o0:rot3 ko:nt te:tthawa:2 may2chay?
queen side right give birth son before but not

au nany wdu @iz qudae NANIY t3un v 31 wewyu]
“khon kla:y pen su?nak3 ru:p?ra:p? pot?pa:m riak? kan wa:2 ma:4yuy4
human become be dog shape beautiful call each that doglike

The queen gave birth to a son first. But he was not a human, he became a
doglike person.

The secondary participant, the daughter in the story, ’'Miss Sweet

Smelling Hair’, is also introduced in the same manner:

PERELT) @ 18 n w3 UINASIN tMIRN uan 16
lan4ca:k! thi:;2 day? tham phithi: Dbuapsruang? the:wada: la:w3 day?
after at get do ceremony pay respect diety already get
i MUY ViNAaY A 1B et aula [ueé  “Lila
'pi: nunp! than3so:n4 ko? day? butt som4cay ta:! may2chay?
year one both part. get child as they want but not
g nanu vlu gnfye]
phu:2cha:y kla:y pen phu:2yip4

- male - become be  female

After doing the ceremony, they got a child but not a boy, it was a girl.

18
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2.4. Group Introduction

Some participants may be introduced as a group. Generally, a phrase
or clause introducing such participants contains a numeral or a quantifier
morpheme indicating a group.

For example:

] khu:2 *a couple of’
nan * phuak? 'a group’
UI5AN banda: ’all’

Only an incidental participant may be introduced with a group
introduction. For example, the incidental participants, the cobra and the
mongoose, from the story, ’Orapim’, are introduced with the quantifier

morpheme, ’kh"u:2"’, meaning, 'a couple’.

Clu amed ule Au iu un du we A wa itu
nay khapa?!thi:2 na:p funz khun2 ma: nan3 na:np koz 1laz: hen4
in while she recover up come that she then see see
[q4uwin iy Aunmau .8 uile] nhds a0y fiu By

puthaw! kap! prappho:n khu:2 nun! kamlanp to:lsu:?2 kan yu:!
cobra with mongoose pair one continue fight each live

When she came back to life, she saw a cobra and a mongoose fighting.
Also, from the same story, the incidental participants, the maids, are

introduced as a group:

[wan]  &un w Au deuas L Va1 W EEN e usTR
phuak? sanom4 pha: kan cattca:p chamra?? phra?sop! phu:2 bancu?!
group maid lead each arrange clean corpse for pack

Some maids were preparing the corpse in order to put it in the coffin.



2.5. Suemmary

Each category of participants has specific grammatical components
associated with its introduction. Some grammatical devices are employed to
introduce many kinds of participants. For example, the existentialr clause
is used to introduce both main and secondary participants. On the other
hand, other devices are employed for introduction of a particular
participant category; such as the naming clause for the introductory and
secondary, simple noun phrases for incidental, modified noun phrase for all
participants, relative clauses for incidental and supernatural, classifier
phrase for the main, secondary and incidental participants, the possessive
phrase for main and incidental and the adjectival phrase for seconary
participants. Group introductions are used to introduée only the

incidental participant.
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