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CHAPTER FOUR
PARTICIPANT COHESION

Partic an important part of narrative text since a narrative

consists of a series of events in which participants are generally
involved.

| Participants are not restricted to animate ones but  may also be
inanimate. They are different from propé because theyv contribute to the
story. Morecver, participants may be'referred' to as individﬁals or in
groups.

ants in groups usually present more problems

than individual participants because it can cause problems in deciding the
zlass or the group they belong to. However, in one narrative in the study-
"The Elephants and the Bees", two groups of participants occur, the
elephants aﬁg the bhees, bhut they do not present any problem since each
group is referred to as an individual participant. The reason that they
have been referred to as individual participants is that the whole group
pérforms the same role throughout the story, and they are never sepafated
and always occur as a group. 1f there had been only one elephant or one
bee in the story it would not have made much of a difference.

Participants provide -cohesion to a nafrative. That is the
participants themselves can be considered as cohesive elements. This is so
since‘the first introduction of the participaﬁts is in the form of new
information, where they are usually introduced by their names or épécific
descriptions. When they are referred to later, it is usually in the form

of known information, so it is not necessary to refer to them in the same



way thev were first introduced. As a result, we can consider participants

ag cohesive elements.

The informatiopn that s the participanis in an event not
only links participants an event, but also links one mentio

of a participant with other menlions of the same participant. I

obeys rule of its own in addition to combining with event
information. (1975: 43)
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The participarte link the events of each. unit together in a discourse.

Moreover, the way participant identification is  maintained in the

narratives also provide us with clues as to how thev cohere the discourse

4.1. Participant Types

There are basically four types of participants found in the texi under
ctudy: main participants, secondary participants, tertiary participants,

and bv-standers. The types of participante differ accerding to their roles

in the narrative.

4.1.1. Main Participants

The main participant is‘the participant who plays the most imbortant
role in the story. He is the participant whg is eéuivalent to a ‘herc’ in
that he is the one who usually does heroic deeds. Main participants
usually have a problem to face and.are unhappy at the beginning of the
story{ Then, later on when he becomes successful, rich, or a hero, he

becomes happy. '

The main participants of the Punjabi and Thai narratives are similar

as they share good virtues. Also they typically become rich, successful

and/or a hero at the end of the story. .



One difference between narratives from the two languages lies in the

ven, ‘ta the nain chsracter. For example, the Punjabl maln

Fas

partcipsnts are zlways prominent, playing an important role all through the
uigr? sc  that thev are on stage most. of the time. On the other hand, the
a1 wain participants may nol necessarily have a major roi@ throughout the'
storv nor be on stage most of the fime.

v

For example, in the Thai stories, 'Choosing a Son-in-lew,” and "The
intelligent Rabbit"”, the main participante are the son-in-law and the
rabbit. Thev are mnot introduced at the beginning of the story. Rather,

they are introduced later on, in the middle of the story +to be precise.

However, they are still the main participants because of their roles, their

4.1.2. Secondary Participants

in ihe Punjabi narratives, the secondary participants play a minor
role in a story when compared with the main participants. In Thai
A ‘ .
narratives, on the other hand, they are sometjmes on stage more than the
main participants. They participate in large sections of the discourse
ﬁhough their roles are not as‘Eentral as the main participant’s role.

The secondary participants in both Thai and Punjabi may be of two

types: evildoers or supporters.

4.1.2.1. Evildoers

Evildoer participants are the ‘villians’® of a story. They are in
direct contrast to the main participants. The evildoers are the ones who
play  tricks on or fight with the main pérticipants. In the end, these

evildoers are either killed or left in an unhappy state.
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For example, in the Thai story "The Intelligent Rabbit", the lion

he rabbit.

Pl

n ams PO PSS . -ty P . J— 5 -~ ] v
an evildoer and in the end he is killed by

ki man is an

-~

In another Punjabi story, "Greed is a Bad Habbit”, the ri
evildoer and he is mean to the poor man, trying to cheat him. n the end

because the policeman does not let hiw have his money back.

4.1.2.2. Supporters

The woiher tvpe role for secondary participanté is one of support for
the main participant. These supporting participants reinforce the role of
the main participants thus making the hainparticipants more prominent.

For example, in the Thai story "Where Do Horses Come From?", the cow

is & secomn t supports the " particpant, thg horse, by
being obedient and fulfilling the horse’s wishes.

in thé Punjabhl story "The Shoe-maker and the Genie", the genie is a
secondary participant. Although it 'is a supernatural participant, it not

only supports the main participant but also helps the main participant to

become successful and rich.

4,1.3. Tertiary Participants

These participants have roles of.lesser importance than the secondary
participants fhough they do contribute towards the climax of the
narratives. Thai and Punjabi narratives are similar in this respect with
both having two types of tertiary participants: animate, and inanimate
4,1.3.1. Animate Participants

Participants that are a human or an animal are considered to be

.

animate. For example,
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. The teacher in the story "Unequal knowledge™.
2. The owner of the cow in "From Where Do Horses Come?"
3. The tiger and the judge in "Good Doers Get Good Rew
i, Tie police in "Greed Is a Bad Habit."

The owner of -the cow in the Thal story “From Where Do Horses Come?',
i¢  considered to be a tertiary participant is because he is net a very
important character, but he is essential in the story because the horses
came from his cow. His role in therstory was to make sure that man were
ablie to keep the hofse§ on éarth. He is not just a by-stander as he has to
perform certain tasks in the storf.

In tihe same way; the judge 1in the Punjabi story "Greed Is a Bad
Habbit™, is also significant to the story although he is nqt present in a
large part of the story. The purpose =T this character is to punish the

main participant, the slave.

4.1.3.2. 1Inanimate Participants
articipants otger than humans or animals are inanimate participants.
For example,

1. The grapes in the story "Sour Grapes"

2. The bananas in : "Choosing a Son-in-law"

Grapes and 'bananas are considered as inanimate participants rather
than props becéuse they play a significant role in the story. Th; hananas
help the son-in-law,  the main participant, win the rich man’s daughter’s
hand in marriage. The grapes, tempt the fox to try and quench its hunger.

The .grapes are important as they are the only other participant in the

story.



4.1.4. By-standers

Another type of wparticipant observed In this study are the
bv-standers. These are participants are who contribute little or not at

all towards the development of story. They are more or less like props of
part of the scenery énd add color te the story. But they are distinct from
the prop in thail they are of some significance. For example, the daughter,
in the story "Choosing a Son-in-law", she is mentioned. She does not
perform any action or say anything at all, but is still needed in the story
Lecause the whole story involves her. She is the one who later marries the
voung man, as he was able to solve the riddle her father had set upx

Thev are usually not introduced, but just mentioned as thev appear on

stage. Participants that fit this category include:

1. ’'the other animals’ in “The Intelligent Rabbit”
2.  "the daughtey’ in "Choosing a Son-in-law’
3. ‘the other peeple’ in "Choosing a Son-in-law"
4, 'the family' in "The Shoe-maker and the Genie"
5. “the people’ in "Raja Ranjit Singh"
*

The introduction of the by-standers and the props are not described
here as they do mnot have a 'significant ‘role in the coherence of a

discourse.

4.1.5. Summary

In summary, #e have seen the types of participants however, just
analysing participants types does not show how participants provide
cohefence to a discourse. In order.to understand how the participants
cohere the discourse, the focus in the following sections will be on how
the participants are introduced and their identification maintained. I
will mot discuss how participants afe removed from a scene since it is not

a vital aspect of cohesion.



4.2, Introduction of Participants

The introduction of ’)81"1)303'(. ants is im ;Ol‘t.allt to cohesion as the role
i
Vd

\

of the participants is marked by the position of occurance and the devices
used Lo introduce ihem. Sornlump Chatchawadee (1983) says there are five
ways of introducing participants in oral and written marratives. These

H

arc: ‘existential clause, modified phrase in ‘be’ clause, the name <clause,

post—verbal'élot of transitive clause..

In this studyv, however, the post-verbal slot of transitive clause was
not found. In the following section the .discussion will be on the
introduction & of participants in an existential clause, participants

introduced as a modifier, an accopaniment, and also how group participants

are introduced.

4.2.1. Existential/Independent Clauses
An evistential clause in Thai has the word @ ‘there is'. The main and
the secondary participants in the Thai narratives are often introduced in

an existential clause.

o4 = x - . . , - .

(124) din &9y pfinnIR S oeu (50 1 i 11
mua? khran? faztdi:ttteika:n khon raw yan may2 mi: ma:?3
when time old people we still not have horse
15 N 97U

- way3 chay?® pa:n
to work /work

Long ago, when there were no horses on earth...

—
ey
n
w

} Y] Ay S 0N M itu  Wou fiu N ue BN
mi: cha:y so:p4 khon pen phuan? kan  ma: tz:! dek!
were men two class. were friends part. come from child

There were two boys who had been friends since childhood.
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{126} =u  ngei Su ude & wa AN Ity LEUNTN N7
con kra?!than? war nun! mi: pho:?2 kha:3 num! de:ntha:np ma:
till time ~dav one have father trade voung travel come

Until one day, therse was a voung merchant...

(127) mdv wils  uwau w1 u’) 3 LT e A wite @
khran3® nupn! na:n wa: la:iw? wmi: se:t!thi:+ khon nant mi:
time one long ageo comp. was rich-man class. one have
NI NOFEINIR
sap3som?bat!
wealth’

Once upon a time, there was a rich man.
(128) lu 1 Tun e wis 0 A4Tm nile 69

nay pa:! yay! ha:p! pun! mi: sip4to nupt tua . ’
in woods big class. one was lion one class.

Long ago in a big forest, there was aJlicn.

¢

In Punjabi, the Qse of'existentiai glauses is not common in general,
and introducing a participant by means of an existentizl clause was not
observed. On the other hand, independent clauses that involes an activity,
or stative clauses are used to introduce partiéipants.

Motion clause:

(129) 1k din di gal he sher punYab maharaja raniyit singh
one day of story is tiger Punjab King- Ranjit Singh
@
kloye te sawar kise pid wido lanp rahe san
horse part. on some village through pass was part.

One day Punjab’s Kimg Ranjit Singh was riding a horse through a
village.

" Stative clause:

(130) kise pid wi¢ ik moli rahanda si
some village in one shoe-maker live part.

In a certain village, lived a shoe-maker.

]
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Independent clause:

{131} eh  batva use pid de 1k garib adsi nt labhe
this wallet that village poss. one poor man part. find

[®]

The wallet was found by a poor man who lived in that village.

In the above examples the main participants are introduced. The

secondary and the tertiary participants introduced ~in the independent -
. :

c¢lauses, but they are never introduced in a motion clause.

(132} yunan def wi& 1k malak apne gulanm nu bare dukh déde san
yunan city in one master his slave to very sorrow give past.

in Yunan a master used to give his slave a lot of troubles.

4.2.2. Modifier

The main participants in the Thai narratives may also be introduced as

S

a modifier of the iy, ‘be’ clause.

(133) oy sn Gu owite lu 09 wR g6y
yu:! ma: wan nup! pen we:n kho:p? kra?tta:y!
live come day one was duty of rabbit

One day it was the rabbit’s duty...

4.2.3. Accompaniment

The secondary participants of the Thai harratives may be introduced as
N ¥
an accompanimeni .
<
(134) wan LN A7 fiu Md o Fouu o pnRlsa #1 9

phuak? khaw4 chuan kan pay rian kap! ?a:cain mi: chu:?
group they decide part. go study from teacher have name

&in vl
saminak?® nup!
place one

They decided to go and study with a famous teacher.




4,2.4

group

parti

(135)

(136)

participant after his initial intreduction.

. Group Participants
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In two Thai stories participants are introduced as groups. These

participants are introduced in the same way  as individual

cipants.

1 i 4. e
an mavZ mi: npuan...
till net have trunk

o

it i 47 ]
sa?tmay4 thi:2 cha:n® ¥
time that elephant s

The time when the elephants had no trunk...
FAu IERE hito8 . an 15 4 u
khon raw yan may2 mi: ma:3 way3 chay?® pain

people us still not have horse to work work

People had no horses to use.

4.3. Maintenance of Participants

Maintenance of participants refers to the continuing reference to a

important. Callow sayst

the participant to be referred to in the same way.

Imagine a discourse consisting of six or ten well-marked
paragraphs,  ~signalled bv the usual initiating and closing
particles, but mentioning a new ¢articipant every sentence and
never mentioning a participant twice. Such a conglomeration of
uncomnected material could not possibly be called a discourse; at
hest it would be a list, at worst a caricature of normal speech.

(1974: 29)

Once a participant has been introduced, it is not necessary for

in many ways: by a pronoun, a proform, a kinterm,-etc.

Maintenance of participants is

that

They can be referred to
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Participant waintainance can be broadly divided into two categories:

reference and ¢

4.3.1. Refergnce

Reference invelves a word or words that points tc the elements which
denote the par@icipants or props in the earlier part ‘of the discourse.
"According to Hai]iday and Hasan, these items are directions suggesting
that the information can be regained froﬁ another place." (Yajai; 1986:22)

The interpretation of referenec items is as follows:

...instead of being interpreted semantically inm their own right,

they malke referencé to something else for their

interpretation... (Halliday and Hasan; 1980: 30)

This propertiy of reference creates cohesion in the discourse since
semantic relation is one aspect of éohesion. ;

The analysis of reference im a discourse 1is to find out how Fhe
identity of the participants are expressed in the discourse, from the véry
beginning to the end. In other words, we focus on thevintroduction and the
maintainance of participants im the scenes. /Cohesion occurs in a discourse
when there is the relatién of referential identity between iﬁdividuals. ‘It

is found that participant reference can be of various forms: personal

reference, demonstrative reference, kinship reference etc.

4.3.1.1. Pronoun Reference

Participant reference in the discourse can be maintained by the use of
pronouns. Pronouns are used in order to eliminate the redundancy of wusing
proper nouns all the time. In the ten narratives in the study, pronouns
are used extensively. Punjabi uses more pronouns than Thai. In Punjabi,

pronouns are inflected. according to number, gender and case.



The pronouns-used to refer to the main participants include:

ent Rabbit'

1) Referring to the rabbit nsesa kra?itary! UThe Intelld

. ¢ -

1. man it
2, m kha:z 10

o) Son-in-law gneem lutk? kha:yt "Choosing a Son-in=-lay”

1., 1w khawt 'he’
2. 13 cawz ‘you’
3. ¢ kha:2 ‘me’

v

f

3) Elephant #ine cha:p® "The Elephaﬁts and the Bees

1. nu tha:n? ‘you’
2. man tit?

él

[

4) The second friend "Unegual Knowledge'

1. & caw?z ‘you’
2. khawt ‘he’
3. 60 raw ‘me’
4, mu ton ‘self’

5) Horse #in ma:? "From Where Do Horses Come?"

1. &1 man ‘it’

6) Fox lumfi "Sour Grapes"

1. oh tig?
2. us di tit's’
3. us tig?
4, bz ‘1’

5. appe a:p 'self’

7). Slave gulgm "Good Doers Get Good Rewards"

<

1. ohde ‘his’
2. us de ‘his’ .
3. us na  ‘him’
4. is nu ‘him’
5. us di 'his’

6. ohdi *his’
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8) King maharaja "Punjab's Kind-hearted King"

1. ohnd ‘him’

2. tuhana ‘you’

3. m= e

3) Shoe-maker moli maker and the Genie"
1. oh ‘he’

2. aap 'self’

3. us the’ ,

4, appe aap ‘him self’

5. mena ‘me’

6. meri ‘my’

10) The poor man garib "Greed is a Bad Habit"

1. oh ‘he’

2. mera ‘my'’ .
3. us ‘he’

i. tao ‘you’

5. tusi ‘you’

6. iz B

i

) . . o
The pronouns that are used to refer to the secondary participants are:

1) Lion &Te sin4to "The Intelligent Rabbit"

1. siu  man it’

2. w31 raw ‘me’

2. thanz ‘vou’

2) Bee fi phug? "The elephants and the bees"
1. 31 raw ‘'we’

2. man ‘it’

wis cha:iy kbon tki:2 pup! ‘“Unegual

3) The first friend su s #
Knowledge"
. 1d1 caw? ‘you’

1
2, v khawt ‘the’

4) The rich man usswd setithi:4 "Choosing a son-in-law"
3

1. sn ton ‘self’
2. m kha:z ‘T’
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s than?  "you

Cow i3 wua "From Where Do Horses Come?"

fiu pan ‘it’

Master malak "Good-doers Get Good Rewards'

apne ‘his’

The rich man seth "Greediness is a Bad Habit!

ok ‘he'’
mera  my’
ohna ‘him’

tuhada ‘you’

Children baXZe "Panjab’s Kind-hearted King"

ihnd na ‘them’ R

ohna *them’
asa twe’
asi ‘we’
sang tus’

tuhana ‘you pl.’

Genie Yin "The Shoa-maker and the Genie"

meri ‘my’

The pronouns that are used to refer to tertiary participants are:

Teacher masit 2a:ca:n "Uequal Knowledge"

{51 raw ‘1’

Ownerc vaamas &aw? kho:gt "From Where Do Horses Come?"
s khawt  ‘he’

131 caw? tyou'’

Tiger fer "Good Doers Get Good Rewards"

apna Yit's

"us ne tig!

us de Yit's’
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4) Police polis "Greediness is a Bad Habiti”
1. oh ‘he’
2. us ne ‘he’

5) Grapes aggu:r "Sour Grapes"

jinhnd ‘whose’ .
. ohna ‘them’

D =

6) Bananas Bauanas are always referred to as tkluay3’

By-standers take no pronouns as they are usually referred to only once

or twice.

4.3,

or st

i.2. Pro-forms Reference

Pro-form reference refers to the use of items suvch as kin terms, title

tatus terms, and occupational terms.

Kin terms are used to refer to relationships between the participants.

Kin terms in the study occur-in and out of direct guotes. The kin terms
used in the Thal narratives include:
1. gn# lu:kZsa:wd ‘daughter
2. gnwm lu:kz cha:y ‘son’
3. gntmm lu:kz kho:y4 ‘son-in-law’
4, nssun phanya: ‘wife’
5. an lutkz tof fspring’
6. wmanuwy la:nd chaly ‘grand son’
The kin terms above occur in the narratives as shown below:
(137) @« £ ul  @n &1 #u oy A Yoty
khop mi: ta:! lu:k? sa:wd4 suav4 yu:! khon diaw
stay have offspring girl pretty live class, one

He had only one beautiful daughter.
L]

4



(138) wn an ey Ay ®NE an pu 1 16
ha: s sup? sa?!kun sak® khon may? day?
find find name even man not able
He did not have any son.

Ua g tdan wi o an Lt VAL v
k cav ca?! luek?  haid lutk® kha:vd siad e:in
decide mind to choose find son-in-law spoil eelf
Decided to chose his own son-in-law.

{140) un  an 17 T thu nsaun
vok?¥ lu:k2 sa:w4  hay? pen phanya:
give offspring female to he wife
He will give his daughter to that man.

(141) daox il. an ol wu lu du weain
to:p2 mi: lu:k?® pen cha:y nay wan phrun?ni:?
had have offspring be male in dav tomorrow
Should get a son the next dav.

{142 ud~r 21 £3 1" MR T vnu i v
la:ws Lha:? yap ha:+4 la:ndcha:y hay? tha:n? may? dav?
then 1 ctill fird grandson ~to  Yyou not able
1f 1 still can’t give you a grand son.

Kin terms used in Punjabi are:

1. kakiyo t¢hildren’
2. mundeya *boys’

3. baciya tchildren’
4. bap ‘father’
5. bace *kids’

The following

-3

ot

the narratives.

tus
you

(143) kakiyo!.
children!

Children! Why

(144) mudeya uttar
boys answer

examples show how the kin terms in Punjabi are wused in

a wata
stone why

kiyo mareya
hit

did you throw the stone on me?

dita
give

The boys answered.



{145) oh baciya nu phar liyae

he children part. catch bring
He brought the children to the king.

{146) bace apne  ba nu wekhkhiya
X ]
kids their father psart. look at

The Lids looked at their fathers.

(147) bace apne baap nu wekhkhiya
kids their father part. look at.

The kids looked at their fathers.

Few kin terms occur in Thai and Punjabi stories observed. Since many
stories concern aﬁimals there is limitated use of Kin terﬁs as a result

In both Thai and Punjabi it is common to refer to a person by using
his statys or title. The title/status terms tha£ are used in the Thai

narratives under study are:

1. 1A9u3 se:i1thi:4 ‘rich man’

2. maswin pho:2 kka:3 num! ‘the voung merchant’

3. tduh caw? pa:tl 'the King of the forest’
4, paned 7a:ca:n ‘teacher’

5. Awd : sit!? *student’

The {following examples ~demonstrate the use of the title and status

terms in the Thai narratives.

(148) an =X Md wn LA S _
khawd  cun pay ha:4 setlthi:4
he therefore go find rich-man

He therefore went to the rich man

(1498) & no Al 1443 BU 1N HA AN BN (fioN
mi: pho:2 kha:3 num! da:n tha:p ma: ca:k! tafg! myan
was father trade yvoung walk way come from different city

There was a young merchant from another city.

(150) vinu AN U Tdsm  Hs 31 nou
tha:n? caw? pa:! pro:t? fan kha:?2 ko:n!
you  holy forest please listen me before

King of the forest please listen to me.



|
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{(151) =150 A & % LT neu
Faicain ca?t day? chay? buicka: phra??
d } P Vs
[ 1 fe]

~eacher will get  use offer

_ The teacher will use it give offerings to Ged.

(152) # Feg 4 37 TR HU
thir2 sit! ru:? wa:? pen cha:n® phlary...

that student know that be elephant male

1 {student) knew that it was a male elephant...

The following is a list of title/statue terms

in /Punjabi are:

1. malik ‘master’

2. gulam ‘slave’ '
3. maharaja ‘King’

4. darbari ‘courtiers’

5. rab ‘God’

6. jin ‘Genie’

7. seth ‘Rich man’

8. jehazi ‘saijors’

The Tollowing examples show the use of title and status terms 1in
Punjabi.

purane malik ne us nu wekh liya
master part. he part see already

{153) us de
pis part old

His master saw him.

(154) gulam ne wekh liya ki os wich...
slave part. see already that in that...

The slave saw that...

—
[y
wn
wn

~—

bace. maharaja sahib  te ~pesh kite gaye
children king honour before brought was conp.

The children were brought before the king.

N

(156) kei darbari , nal san
many courtiers with were

Many courtiers were also present

(157) karna rab da ki ‘hoeva ki...
what God part. did that...

Look what God had in plan for him...



(158) us wele ik jin usde .samne aa khalota
that time a genie his front came stood

At thal time a Genie appeared.

(159) seth szhib kol pahunceva
rich man tec reach

He went to the rich man.

(160) bahute jahazi dub  gaye
many sailors drown vent

Many sailors drowned.

Occupational reference is another kind of reference used to

the ‘participants.

but in Thai only one occurence of an occupational term was obse

(161) wa An PELY ¥ TRV 1 RV ETIN b
pho:2  kha:2? num! de:n tha:p ma: catkt ta:p! myan.

father trade voung walk way come from different city

A young merchant travelled from another city.

In Punjabi the occupational terms observed in the data include:

polis -  ‘police’

Jaj - 'judge’
sipahiya *soldiers’
khayanchi ‘treasurer’
. mochi *shoe-maker’
thanedar  ‘sargeant’

S o1 e Lo DD s

.

The example below 'show the use of occupational terms

narratives.

(162) pulis wic khabar ke...
police in ¢ report then...

He reported to the police.

(163) juj ne fasla dite...
judge part. verdict give...

The judge gave verdict that...

rved.

in

-

maintain

This type of reference is used extensively in Punjabi,

Punjabi

8
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(164) sipahiyva te darbariva nu hor cargiva
old and courtiers to more up

The eoldiers and the courtiers got more angry.

{165} khayanchi wal muh  wekh ke bole...
treasurer toward face see and said...
He locked at the treasurer and said...
{166) mochi di kismat cangi si

shoe-maker of luck good was
The shoe-maker was Jlucky.

(167) us muhale da thanedar wi othe aa nikaliva
that village of sargeant also there came to be

The sargeant of that village was also there.

4.4.1. Deletion .
Deletion is a factor in cokesion. "But since it is beyond the scope of

"this present study, it is not discussed. It awaits further study.

4.5. Conclusion

The cohesion of participants occur ‘when it is made known which
participant is being introduced or which one is heing referred to at that
particular time. I1fin a narrative there is no coheeion of participants,
it cannot he called a ‘good’ text. fince a lot of cenfusipn is likely to
occur if a language has no systematic device that are used to refer to the
participant in focus. The study of the cohesion of participants in- this
paper provides only an overall description of the participants since the
subject has been discussed in Sornlump Chatchawadee (1983) The foeus here

+

is on thée cohesive aspect of participants throughout the discourse.





