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ABSTRACT

The aims of this study were 1) to design and develop a learner-centered
training course to develop students’ thinking skills, and 2) to examine secondary
school students’ three main thinking skills or analytical, creative, and practical
thinking skills before and after participating in a learner-centered training course.
Based on learner-centered teaching approach; six teaching methodologies such as: 1)
Inquiry-based learning, 2) K-W-L learning, 3) Hands-on learning, 4) Multiple
intelligence, 5) Cooperative learning, and 6) Project work were employed and tried
out on Matthayom 3 students at Sansai Luang Secondary School in Chiang Mai,
Thailand.

Triangular methodology or triangulation multiple study methods were used in
conducting this study. The first part of the study, or pre-study data collection,
included questionnaires and interviews that were employed to investigate the
following: 1) students’ opinions on English learning background, 2) students’ beliefs
in their English proficiency, 3) students’ beliefs and opinions about teachers’ roles,
4) students’ beliefs in English language learning, 5) students’ beliefs in learning goals,
6) students’ beliefs in learning strategies, and 7) students’ thinking skills.
Furthermore, the following were also examined: 1) teachers’ beliefs in teachers’ roles,
2) teachers’ beliefs in nature of language learning, and 3) teachers’ beliefs in thinking
skills. For the second part of the study, data were obtained from thinking tests,
curriculum, curriculum evaluation form, and observation form for evaluators, teacher
logs, project work, and portfolio.

Through the application of the following instruments in this study: 1) students
and teachers’ questionnaires, 2) students and teachers’ interviews, 3) learner-centered
training course, 4) curriculum evaluation form, 5) observation form for evaluators, 6)
teacher logs, 7) project work, and 8) portfolio, data obtained were analyzed by means
of descriptive statistics as frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation, and t-

test.
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Results of the study found that when comparing students’ thinking skills
before and after participating in the learner-centered training course, the students’
thinking skills significantly improved. When looking into details, it was found that
students’ thinking skills in analytical thinking, creative thinking, and practical
thinking also significantly improved. Evaluation of the students’ thinking skills from
project work and portfolio showed that students’ thinking skills were at the excellent
level and good level, respectively. Therefore, this study concluded that the learner-
centered training course was an effective curriculum because students’ thinking skills
in analytical thinking, creative thinking and practical thinking improved.
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