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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines three areas of discourse prominence applied to four selected
Mandarin Chinese children’s narratives. The purpose of this research is 1) to identify
which stages occur in the surface and notional structures of the texts, what their
attributes are and how they correlate with each other, 2) to identify which salience
bands occur in the selected texts and what their characteristics are, and 3) to construct

a reasonable macrostructure of each discourse.

It was found that the narratives followed Longacre’s surface and notional structure
scheme, though did not contain the stages of Final Suspense or Finis. Two stages not
described by Longacre were found: an Aside to the Reader, occurring between Pre-
Peak Episode in the Developing:Conflict, and Pre-Denouement Episodes occurring

between the Climax and Denougment.

It was also found that six of the nine bands proposed by Longacre (1996) appear in
Mandarin children’s narrative: 1. Storyline 2. Background 3. Setting 4. Irrealis 5.
Evaluation and 6. Cohesion. Pivotal Storyline, Secondary Storyline and Flashback

were not found.

The macrostructure of one text was constructed by recursively applying van Dijk and

Kintsch's (1983) five macrorules to Storyline and supporting material to generate

iii



three successively abstract levels of macrostructures. The application of these rules

created a reasonable summary of the text.

Suggested areas where further study would be profitable are 1. Peak marking: For
example, what is the role of verb.density in the Peak? Are there other markers of Peak
found in Mandarin narrative besides the ones described here? 2. Salience scheme:
How are Pivotal Storyline, Secondary Storyline, and Flashback clauses marked in
Mandarin narrative? Where do-they occur in relation to the surface structure? 3.
Macrostructure construction: How do structures based on Storyline-only clauses
compare to all-clause constructions? In terms of the surface and notional structure,
with the study of more texts would a general pattern become visible as to how the

surface and notional structure correlate with each other?



4 . . . I
GLIEEN ANFOULAVMLAUNNANAUTANTLAITBIULATIA N TLIANTILAAN
=
1 ln=IRAuNaNg
2= os =Y = o o
ABRGIE UTNNI-WANLEA T NATIL
Wsnynyn: AaANansunNTnign aN113 TN HIAIRAT
fd’ 5 [ =3 af
271998 2ANANARINANTE A7 LENA AN, INa
ANYNUNUSUAN
o o . P
UNEYNANAIU: 2. HUNAN 2555

ar =2 =3 - o ar o ar -y ]
ADNUUNITANTN; WNANENA NI Aanimdealud dssmalne
RYUIUULN: 151
ANRNALY: Mandarin, narrative, surface structure, notional structure,

salience scheme, macrostructure
g ]
LUNAmea

AN TINUSRUURAN AN B IAUA N A UANNIEFaE 1A VS ULAN AN AUN AR T B

TrqusrasAaasnuddeiife 1) Wesryinlassafwiiugnuuaslasaaineanaessesinain

:1/ P s 8 ar rd’ ar 1 dl‘ ooy :al‘ [ ar 1
fesAdsznavuszanuduius danlaeivediels 2) escydnTdouiitdudnwoziou

!
o \ o A

azlstinanasddnenizatnalsannizasiidansn 3) avinlaseade macrostructure Jdunu

'
= ar

§4199N1ATITRINA

38204 Longacre (1996) liinunldlunismannsne) aaddasaaiiaiuguasinsaaing
o & o , | ) - L. X o aded -

FTAUAN LLM@ﬂNﬂi’]ﬂgf;ﬁumﬂ Final Suspense 78 Finis UaNRNULNNDNAAIANT

Longacre Tdlsiafuneld Ae anananiudeu (Aside to the Reader) 4tsingseudieann

nauangeqalugdasiaudaudanidsimun uareinteuaIngaving (Pre-Denouement) 9

ATUTENINIAGIGARAZAINGATINY

ANNNNTAN NI SR A M UB N A AN LS IB9 T OINIUNANNFLALANNAFZ LA NUAD

2849 Longacre A8 1. [ATNE0IVAN 2. NUuaI104394 3. a9ALIZNaLaIN 4. RANANNR 5.

1 '
G o =t

nslssidung uaz 6. n9deNAe1nFes IanEeswaniuanstisunundndny TasaiFes

o o < LA e a P v @
RANNLAAIDILNTAN LL@xﬂ’lﬁ‘L@’]L?@Qﬂ@u@ﬂmimuﬂ?qﬂ{]‘LMW]u



33284 van Dijk ua Kintsch (1983) léunldlunismlapnudndnyanniazlaasie aan

tﬂ' 1 d’ d’ :l/ & . 9 o 2 d‘ o o 8
LTANLATUUNLTEN ‘Emﬁﬂgmmﬂi‘:nwﬂmumﬂm‘wam‘l@mmmﬂmmm*mumrﬂm\a\,im

o d’: L% o U db & o 2 | d‘ k4
NANLAZIUAUIAUULALU NITUINY LV@’]UN’\I‘IEWWTM@WNWTQWWUW'&?qﬂ‘ll@\‘iLLm@zLi’ﬂx‘iiﬂ

Faanawuzinatsylomidmiunimdaluauanae 1. BNseyAGIga: LU UNUMTDS
e s T JRp d o o

A EVUILLWTDIA isen luqagegaiiuatnels HAaNsryngegaluloadiniuaunans
y g doa S I e L 4 e
Aunenwflearnfieddsaluudarinawideld 2. Fesdnwuzsiuredes: IasaFemdniuans
=2 ° ar ﬂ' ar d’ =2 U ﬂ. v al = o
Beunumdndry TasaFasmdnfiuansiaunses uarnisanirasdienedniinislnganmouy
Inludendresiu wazdsngiluiledaugainiassainetiugn 3. Tassairefifaniy
T udnfty: dnenraedlarsiramaniiinnainlszloasne lulasaFemdnatnuaen

1 é‘ 8 -il‘ o 'S 1 i3 di v 5
wanAsanifiafanUsrlaaluFesnimnsifedielsting douBesreslanaiiugiuuey
Tasaa¥essduaniiu vnniinsAnen Faadruinau gluuuialifgsdunisidesiaeiues

‘Emm%ﬂeﬁugwumzimm?mzﬁuﬁﬂa:nﬁu%ﬁmmumn%uﬂﬂwiiﬁw

Vi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWIEAZEMENES ..ottt ii
ADSIEACE 1.t veereseetesseeteeeeeeeseesseeestes s et sat et s b ess et er e s es s b st s h R ke eb bttt et iii
LIVITREIB e+ et e eeeeeeeueeeeeeteeaeseseereesseesaesse s aaabesbeebe et eabeess e aeess e bsen b e e bs e bn e aabsabe e b e s bt v
LSt OF TADIES «.vvvviiirireetiiirreee s it ee et ee st e e enne e s e et e s sbbe e e s enb e e e SR TR R S ey esnenbeaesonns xi
LiSt OF FIGUIES cuvevrerieiteeriieeieee sttt st s Xii
List of Abbreviations and Symbols....c..ccocciiiiiiii i xiii
Chapter 1 INtrodUCHION. .....cviiiiiiiiie i 1
1.1 INtrOdUCHION coveiiiiiiie et bR RR bbbt 1
1.2 Objectives and Research QUESHIONS.c...ooviiiiiuinitsmmeen e imiie s 1
1.3 HyPOthESES vttt 2
1.4 Text Selection CrItEITa .vovereiiirreeeiiieeeiiiershaieiies it ne s ssirre s esite e ernre e e sibe e 2
1.5 Scope and LImitations ......c.cooviiiiiiiiiediieiiins et 5
1.6 Overview of the ThesiS ... e 6
1.7 The Mandarin LAnQUAEZE .......ccccveeeirideniiiiiiiiiieie it sssiiie ettt e 6
1.8 Phonology SKetCh ......ioviiiiiiiiiiiiii i 8
1.9 Grammar SKetCh ...oiiiiiiiiiiiii et i 11
1.9.1 Clause STEUCTUIE .. .vuvvveviieeieirerree s ierteneseeeaeis it e e e ie s e asees e enbanarbrs b babaaeesas 11
1.9.2 The NOUN PRIASE....ciicihertieei et iiiire e e 17
1.9.3 The Prepositional Phrase.......icoiiiiiiiiiiiicc, 20
1.9.4 The Verb Phrase ....iieiieeiieeeree e 21
1.9.5 Aspect Markers.........cciiiuiiiniimiii i 23
1.9.5.1 Perfective ASPECT iiii . uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e 24
1.9.5.2 DUIative ASPECT ceeeiiiierrerierieniiiii ettt be e 24
1.9.5.3 Experiential ASPECt ....cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 26
1.9.5.4 Delimitative ASPECt..c..coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e 26
1.9.6 Clause-Final Particles ....ccccccoiveaiiieiiiiiiic i 27
1.9.6.1 Clause-FINal [e .....cccccvvvuviiriiimiiiiiii i 27
1.9.6.2 Other Clause-Final Particles........cocccvviirieiiniiiiiinoniii, 30
110 SUMMATIY c.tireieeiiies et ettt s s e e e s et e e e stb e aa s nebae s 31
Chapter 2 Lenses for Analyzing DiSCOUISe .........coceiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicii 32
2.1 INEEOQUCHION 1.ttt ee ettt ettt bbb st bt 32
vii



2.2 Foundational Issues in the Study of DiSCOUISE ......ovvvviiviiiveiiiiiiieiiieeceecie 32

2.2.1 Definition of text and diSCOUrSe.......c...comvviiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 32
2.2.2 What is Discourse AnalySiS? . ..ccciveeiivieiiiieiieiiiiie et veee e 33
2.3 Lenses for Analyzing DiSCOUISE....c.uvvviriiiiieiieeiiiieeiiee e e 33
2.3.1 Typology and Genre........c.ccovvviriieiiiniiiieiie e 34
2.3.2 Segmentation 0f the TEXt .....covcviiiiiieeeeeeeeier oo eeeees e eee e 37
2.3.3 Surface and Notional Structure..........ccooeeiviviivieeiiiieee e, 40
2.3.4 Storyline and Supportive Material.........oocoooevivviiiiiiiiso e, 45
2.3.5 MACTOSIIUCLULE ....cveiieeieiieetieiesttetete st e et as e et ser e, 49
2.4 LIterature REVIEW c...couiiiiiviiiiiiiii ettt e 51
2.5 SUIMMATY teotieiiiieeiiie ettt eeree s eaes s fense s teee et eeaeeeeeeseesereean 54
Chapter 3 Segmentation and Surface and Notional Structure .......ooeieveevrerioveeeenenn.. 55
3.1 INtrOdUCTION .ouvviiiit ettt bttt et e 55
3.2 The Stories and Their SEZMENtS.......cocuiiiiii ittt 55
320 HUA PON .o e 56
322 TEXES 24 ittt ettt et 62
3.2.3 Summary of Boundary Markers ........coccoeiiiiiiiiiiiie e 68
3.3 Surface and Notional Structures...........ceee tieerinieiineencee e 70
3.3.1 Title, Aperture, FInis....oovvviiiiii i, 71
3.3.2 Stage and EXPOSItION .c....eeruiesio ittt 72
33,201 SEAZE cvviieiiieri ettt e et 72
3.3.2.2 EXPOSHION c.teiiiiiiiees ittt 75
3.3.3 Pre-Peak Episodes, Inciting Moment, Aside to the Reader and Developing
CONTTICE 1ouiiiiii ettt ettt eee e 76
3.3.3.1 Pre-Peak Episodes and Aside to the Reader.............oocooevveevierennnnnnn. 76
3.3.3.2 InCIting MOMENT.....itieiiiiiinieiiiiieiie et en e 81
3.3.3.3 Developing Conflict........c..tvvmiiiiiieiiiiiiiiie e, 81
3.3.4 Peak and CHMAX .....iivivianiiiiiiiiiii e eee s 82
3304 PeAK ... ittt e e 83
3.304.2 CHIMAX ittt ettt e e e e e e ae e 85
3.3.5 Post-Peak Episodes, Pre-Denouement Episodes and Denouement........... 86
3.3.5.1 Post-Peak EPiSOES ........ccouevuiiiiiiiiiiioeeece e, 86
3.3.5.2'Pre-Denouement EpiSOdes......ccoociviviiiiiieeeeeeee oo 88
3.3.5.3 DENOUEMIENL .. cuviiniiiieiieiriiie ettt ettt eee et e e e e 89
3.3.6 Closure and ConClUSION ......ccveeviiuiiuiieeiiiiiiceeee e eeee e 89
3.3.6.1 CIOSUIE..coviiuiiiiiniiiieieie ettt ettt et e e et e et s s e et e e 89

viii



3.3.6.2 Conclusions of Each Story ....cccccooriiiiiiiiiiiii i 92

304 SUMUIMALY 1.ttt eiiree ettt e eri et et e et e s s et b e s s s easee s e es bt e e aesaneeesibaae e 92
Chapter 4 Salience Schemes of the Selected TeXIS.....oooiiiviiiiiiiiiiiii, 99
4.1 TNEFOAUCTION covciiirerier e e eciirere s e e et e e st ee e e e e e eere e e s s s s sababtee s e e s sarbasene s 99
4.2 Band 11 StOryline ..co..ooouiieiiiiiiiiiiiicc it 99
4.2.1 ACHON VEIDS . ciiiiiiieiitite ettt rree st st s 100
4.2.2 MOtION VEIDS 1uueiirieiiie ettt e e iiaa st 101
4.2.3 Reported Speech Verbs.......ccoeiiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiidi s 101
4.2.4 Cognitive Event VerbDs .occcccvriiioniiiii i i 103
4.2.5 Passive Verbs......ccooiviiiiiiiiieccie oo 103
4.2.6 EVENS PrOPer....cvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 104
4.2.7 Sequentiality 0f Verbs........ccovveiimiiiiiiii i i 106

4.3 Band 2: Back@round .........cccccoveeiiiiiiiniiii it 110
4.4 Band 3: SEtiNg ...ooovveveiiireriiiiteeeteretesees e sse s ettt ese e r et 114
4,5 Band 4: TrrealiS cuuuaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies et e e e e 116
4.6 Band 5: Evaluation / Author Intrusion.........ic.c. i 120
4.7 Band 6: CONESION .iiiiiiviiiriiiiee et St 121
4.8 Promotion and Demotion............ccccoo i, Beene e e 123
4.9 SUMIMATY .eevvvemiirinieimiieninaiiiii ittt b et e et e e e e et e et e e st e e is s e s e aa s 124
Chapter 5 MacCrOSIIUCIUIE «....vveeviiiiiiiiiiii et ist s ettt a e s s e e saan e 127
5.1 INTOAUCTION wevviviiie et 0000 e ettt e et e et e e et ne s ennne 127
5.2 Level 1 MaCrOStrUCTUIE ....c..voueteiiunns sttt 129
5.3 Level 2 MACrOSIIUCTUIE ... itiee e ee it thireeeee st ce b sttt ee s baiee e 140
5.4 Macrostructure of “Liu He Fills in the River” ......c..oooiiiiii 145
5.5 SUIMMIALY t1tvteeisiesiiiteieeshes s st ee e e ettt e e s et b et e te s e senn e ae s e e st ae e s s eseainse e 146
Chapter 6 ConcluSION .....cciiiiiiiii e e 148
6.1 Introduction ............... VY 2o A O OO S ST U O PP P T UV T PPN 148
6.2 Summary and COMPATISONS ....ciiveiirrrerieeriiiaiiiiiiarrriarrerrrrereeereeeetreerereraeeeraaenns 148
6.3 Evaluation of Methods Used ... 153
6.4 Suggestions for Further Research..........ccooooiiiiiierce e, 153
BibHOGraphy .oeeoiei i 155
Appendix A Text of “Hua Pond™ .........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et 159
Appendix B Text of “King Qian Shoots the Tide” .........ccooeviiviriiirniiiiiieeiineenn, 191
Appendix C Text of “Liu He Fills in the River”......ccccoviiiiiiiiii e 223
Appendix D Text of “Invisible Grass” ....ccovveeevvcoiiiireie et eee e 242
Appendix E Storyline Clauses for “Liu He Fills in the River”.........ccccooovionininnnnn. 266

ix



Appendix F Macrostructure Analysis of “Invisible Grass”.........ccccovvviiiiiiinninnn,

Resume

..................................................................................................................



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1 Statistics of the four selected teXtS .....ooviiiiiiiiiiiii 4
Table 2 Chart of Mandarin phonemes with pinyin counterparts (adapted from Li and
Thompson 19811 5) cuveiiiiiiiiiiii e e 9
Table 3 Mandarin vowels (adapted from Yip 2007: 23) ...coooviiiiiiiii, 9
Table 4 Mandarin diphthongs and triphthongs (adapted from Yip 2007: 23-24)....... 10
Table 5 Chart of Mandarin tones (adapted from Li and Thompson 1981: 8)............. 10
Table 6 Clause-final particles found in the selected texts (adapted from Li and
Thompson 1981: 238) ..cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e i e 27
Table 7 States in which clause-final Je expresses CRS (adapted from Li and
Thompson 1981: 244) ..veiveiiiiiiiiiii i e 29
Table 8 Notional types (adapted from Longacre 1996: 10)..oiiiiiiiniin., 36
Table 9 Van Dijk and Kintsch’s thematic grouping markers (1983: 204) ................ 37
Table 10 Barnwell’s boundary markers (1980: 236-240) ....cccoitovniniiiiiniiniinnnn 38
Table 11 Dimensions of thematic continuity/discontinuity in narrative ............oouvee. 39
Table 12 Markers of text segmentation used in thisthesis.........cvviiiiiiiinninnn.. 39
Table 13 A comparison of Longacre (1996) and Todorov’s (Lacey 2000) notional
SEIUCTUTE L1 eeieerrtiunieeeeerreeenresuseesseeserernntestnan e sesesenbebatssstsssssssssssesntntbrssnsiasasssesssraninies 42
Table 14 Etic surface and notional structure of narrative (adapted from Longacre
1O96: 36)..ureineieeeiiesire ettt ettt ettt e 44
Table 15 Etic salience scheme for narrative (Longacre 1996: 28) ...cc..ccoccvievinninninnn 46
Table 16 Emic salience scheme for Thai (Somsonge 1991: 113)...ccccoiiiniiniiinnnnnnn, 48
Table 17 Segments and markers of unity in Text 1 “Hua Pond”...............ccooi 59
Table 18 Segments and markers of unity in Text 2 “King Qian Shoots the Tide”..... 62
Table 19 Segments and markers of unity in Text 3 "Liu He Fills in the River"......... 64
Table 20 Segments and markers of unity in Text 4 "Invisible Grass" ....................... 66
Table 21 Percentages of boundary markers found in Texts 1-4 ..o, 70
Table 22 “Hua Pond” surface and notional structure..........c..cooeoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn, 94
Table 23 “King Qian Shoots the Tide” surface and notional structure...................... 95
Table 24 “Liu He Fills in the River” surface and notional structure ............cccoiinns 95
Table 25 “Invisible Grass” surface and notional StrUCTUre ........c..occvvmeviiriineniniiininn 96
Table 26 Percentage of clauses per Segment ........ooocvviiiiiinmiiiiin e 98
Table 27 Mandarin emic salience scheme...........ccccccvemiiiii i 126
Table 28 Level 2 macropropositions.......ocuueriiieriiereeeee ettt 141
Table 29 Level 3 Macroproposition for “Liu He Fills in the River” .........c.ccovniin 146

Xi



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1 Mandarin classification (adapted from Li and Thompson 1981: 3)..............

Xii



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

3sg-m
3sg-n
adv

adj

ASP

aux

cl

clf

conj
conn
const
coordconn
coverb
CRS
delim ASP
dem

det

dir

emph
excl

exp
exstmrkr
idiom
intsf
Interj

lit.

loc

n

Third person singular noun - male
Third person singular noun - neutral
Adverb

Adjective 7

Aspectual Marker

Auxiliary Verb

Clause

Classifier

Conjunction

Connective

Construction (a two-part grammatical construction)
Coordinating Connective

Coverb

Currently Relevant State
Delimitive Aspect

Demonstrative

Determiner

Directional Marker

Emphasis Marker

Exclamation

Experiential Marker

Existential Marker

Idiom

Intensifier

Interjection

Literally

Locative Marker

Noun

Xiii



neg
num
onom
post

PFV
POPE
PPE
Prefix
Prt
prefix
pro
pro-form
QW

qtf

suff
temp adv
v

VComp

Negator

Numeral
Onomatopoeia
Postposition
Perfective Marker
Post-Peak Episode
Pre-Peak Episode
Prefix

Particle

Prefix

Pronoun

Proform

Question Word
Quantifier

Suffix

Temporal Adverb
Verb

Verb Complement

Xiv





