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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the factors affecting students’
decision to study music at the university level in Upper-northern Thailand. The sample
group was made up of university students (years 1- 4) studying at the following schools:
Payap University in Chiang Mai, Chiang Mai Rajabhat University, Chiang Rai Rajabhat
University, and Lampang Rajabhat University. The 383 students in the sample were
studying in the first term of the school year 2010, The tool used in this study was a
standard questionnaire, created by the researcher, with a guaranteed Cronbach
efficiency coefficient of 0.89% for environmental factors and 0.92% for intentions and
hopes. Statistics used in estimating results were frequency, percentages, averages,
and standard variance.

Factors of medium importance that affected the students’ decision are:

1. The quality of an institution, the most significant factor beings its fame

and general reputation (3.66%, +/-.97%)



2. The influence of family members, the most significant factor being
family support (3.66%, +/-1.13%)

Factors of great importance that affected the decision are:

1. Courses at the university which provide preparation for career
advancement, the most significant factor being the course as preparation for the
challenge and prestige of a musical career (3.95%, +/-0.95%)

2. The influence of friends who have studied music-at university level, the
most significant factor being the influence of those friends who have had successful
careers (3.76%, +/-1.06%)

3. The influence of teachers, the most significant factor being the
suggestion by these teachers of further study (3.74%, +/-1.03%)

4. The influence of professional musicians, the most significant factor
being the influence of those who have met with professional success and who help to
find jobs for interested music students (3.74%, +/-1 A1%)

5. The goals and hopes of the students themselves, the most significant

factor being the feeling that music inspires creativity (4.02%, +/-97%).
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