Chapter 3

Minor Word Classes

3.1 Introduction

Minor word classes are generally closed classes. Closed classes are word classes that
are usually made up of a smaller, limited set of words (Schachter & Shopen 2007: 3).
No attempt has been made here to definitively distinguish between an open class

and a closed class given the limited data.

3.2 Pronouns

Schachter and Shopen define a pronoun as “a word used as a substitute for a noun or
noun phrase” (2007: 24).

3.2.1 Personal

Personal pronouns refer to the speaker, listener, or other person or things assumed

to be clear within context (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 24).

Table 5: Personal Pronouns

Singular Plural

1s - pkoa? | 1P_inc | haj
1P _exc | hi?

28 mai | 2P mpai

3§ an 3P alaj

3S_polite | naw

Sometimes personal pronoun distributions are different from common nouns. In Bru
Khok Sa-at pronouns can be used in both the object and subject position. It is also

very common to find zero anaphora.



In example (34) we can see pkoa? ‘1S’ as the subject, alaj ‘3S’ as the object of the
first clause and zero anaphora of alaj ‘3S’ as the object of the second clause.
Seven Orphans 25
(34) pkoa? si it alaj pa? po:

Pro Vaux Vt  Pro Vi Vt

18 IRR take 3P go abandon
"...I will take them and go abandon [them]."

)

ProP VP VP
Pro VP V NP V VP
\Y Pro \Y

|

nkoa? si it alaj pa? phot

1S IRR take 3P go abandon
Example (35) shows haj ‘1P_inc’ as the object of a preposition.
Seven Orphans 97

(35)adlaj si  tfa: nay haj e la?
Pro Vaux Vit Prep Pro Prt Prt

3P IRR eat with 1P_inc Prt seq completive Prt evidential

...they would surely have been eating with us."

3.2.2 Reciprocal

Reciprocal pronouns refer to another noun within the sentence, but refer to a mutual
action (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 28).

each other  anyyj

RECIP kan

one another nagna?
In Bru Khok Sa-at anyyj ‘each other’ is used for a group to refer to themselves.
Example (36) shows anyyj ‘each other’ as a direct object.

Seven Orphans 131

(36)haj 4 it pre tfo? a-tet any:j
Pro Vit Vit N Vt vt Pro

1P_inc pull take loincloth tie CAUS-stick each.other

..."We will remove and take our loincloths and tie [ourselves] fast to each other.”
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Example (37) shows anyzj ‘each other’ as the object of a preposition.

Seven Orphans 127

(37) ka? pea kan peam tfo? anyyj nan kal aluay
Coordconn  Vt Pro Vi Prep Pro Prep N N
S0 invite RECIP cry with each.other on tree stem

...and so encouraged each other to cry with one other in the tree.

In Bru Khok Sa-at kan ‘RECIP’ is used frequently. It includes groups of two and
groups much larger than two.
Example (38) shows kan ‘RECIP’ as a direct object and later an indirect object.
Wild Buffalo Ear 7
(38) ntfum alaj' lyj pea kan  takro: mpe? _tffac kan

N Pro Coordconn Vt Pro vt 0 N Pro

group 3P so invite RECIP cut.meat divide meat RECIP

So their group helped each other to cut up and then divide the meat with each

other.

Contrast example (39) with example (38).
Grandfather Ghost 84

(39) algj lyyj pea kan  takro: mpe? tfac om  kw  na?
Pro Coordconn Vt Pro Vvt Vit N vt Quant CIf
3P so invite RECIP cut.meat divide meat allow every CIf person

So they all helped each other to cut up and divide the meat and gave every person

this share].

Example (40) shows kan ‘RECIP’ as modifying a noun.
(40) haj tapu:l na? tih takom kan  ton

Pro Num CIf vt N Pro vt

1P_inc seven CIf person ride neck RECIP go.up
"We seven will go up by sitting on each other's necks."
Example (41) shows kan ‘RECIP’ as the object of a preposition.
Big Snake Son-in-law 178
(41) Iy neam tfo? kan

Coordconn Vi Prep Pro
SO cry with RECIP
...they cried with each other.
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Example (42) shows that antecedents of kan ‘RECIP’ do not have to be animate.
Grandfather Ghost 7
(42) dop s vit jym jym kan

N N Vi Adv Adv Pro

house shelter live far far RECIP

The houses were located far from each other.

The data only contained one instance of napna? ‘one another’. Example (43)

includes nanpna? ‘one another’ as the object of a preposition.

Seven Orphans 49
(43) kom tapul na? pea kan  peam tfo? nagna?
N Num Clf Vvt Pro Vi Prep | Pro

child seven CIf person invite RECIP cry with one.another

The seven children encouraged each other to cry with one another.

3.2.3 Indefinite

Indefinite pronouns “...represent a person or thing without specifying gender...or
number...” (Bussmann 1996: 223). In Bru Khok Sa-at, indefinite pronouns are
identicle to interrogative pronouns. See section 3.3.1 Interrogative Pronouns.
anyone  ama?
anything ntraw
In Bru Khok Sa-at, ama? ‘anyone’ refers to people.
In example (44), ama? ‘anyone’ is the subject of a clause.

Buyeang Fish 61

(44) ama? ta? ntraw an ka? hurm
Pro vVt Pro Pro Coordconn Vt
anyone make/do anything 3S so see

"[If] anyone did anything, she could see [it]."
In example (45), ama? ‘anyone’ is the object of a clause.
Big Snake Son-in-law 113
(45) tax' huwem ama?
Neg Vt Pro
NEG see anyone

...[she] did not see anyone.

In Bru Khok Sa-at, ntraw ‘anything’ refers to any other noun.
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In example (46) ntraw ‘anything’ is the object of a clause.

Seven Orphans 20

(46) tluaj? ntraw ka? kom tfa: ne?
Vt Pro Coordconn N vVt Prt
search anything so child eat Prt_completive

Anything they found the children would eat all up.

In example (47), ntraw ‘anything’ is the object of an equative clause.
Seven Orphans 24
(47)ajak waw ta&  pen ntraw
N vt Neg Cop Pro
husband speak NEG be anything
The husband said, "No problem."

In example (48), ntraw ‘anything’ modifies a noun.
Big Snake Son-in-law 108
(48) iz ta  sap  siap ntraw
Adj  Neg Vt N Pro
quiet NEG hear noise anything
[It was] quiet, [they] did not hear any noise.

The text did not contain examples showing if ntraw ‘anything’ can function as the

subject of a clause or the object of a preposition.

3.3 Interrogative Proforms

Interrogative proforms substitute for various parts of speech (Schachter and Shopen
2007: 33).

3.3.1 Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns take the place of a noun in a question (Schachter and Shopen
2007: 33). In Bru Khok Sa-at, interrogative pronouns are identical to indefinite
pronouns.

who ama?

what ntraw

In Bru Khok Sa-at ama? ‘who’ and ntraw ‘what’ function as pronouns.
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In example (49), ama? ‘who’ functions as the subject of a clause
Big Snake Son-in-law 145
(49)ama? si  pen kuaj tem dom kap an
Pro  Vaux Cop N Vi Prep Pro
who IRR be person marry with 3S
..."Who will be the person to marry her?"

In example (50), ama? ‘who’ functions as a possessive.
Big Snake Son-in-law 172
(50) an pen kom ama?

Pro Cop N Pro
3S be child who
..."Whose child are you?"
In example (51), ama? ‘who’ functions as the object of a preposition.
Grandfather Ghost 16
(51) gkoa? si ¥it nag ama?
;ro Vaux Vi Prep Pro

1S IRR live with who

"Who will I live with?" [Lit. “I will live with whom?”]

In example (52), ntraw ‘what’ functions as the object of a clause.

Big Snake Son-in-law 129

(52) sem waw paj kutflan nai tfa: ntraw
N Vi Subordconn N Det Vt Pro

younger.sibling speak COMP ~ snake this eat what
The younger brother said, "What did this snake eat?"

3.3.2 Interrogative Proadverbs

Interrogative proadverbs take the place of an adverb (Schachter and Shopen 2007:

33).
where Ie?
how  new le?
how  sa: le?

In Bru Khok Sa-at le? ‘where’, new Ie? ‘how’, and sa: le? ‘how’ function as pro-

adverbs.
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In example (53), le? ‘where’ functions after a verb.
Seven Orphans 26
(53) pa? pfot pa? le?

ViVt Vi Pro

go abandon go where

..."Where will you go abandon [them]?"

In example (54), new le? ‘how’ functions after a verb.
Seven Orphans 129
(54) hgj si ta? new le?
Pro Vaux Vit Pro
1P_inc IRR make/do how
..."What will we do?"

In example (55), new le? ‘how’ functions after an equative.
Grandfather Ghost 70
(55) pen new le?

Cop Pro

be how

...'"How was it?...

In Bru Khok Sa-at sa: le? ‘how’ funcations after a verb.
Example (56) shows the one example of sa: le?.
Seven Orphans 130
(56)si  bec sa:le? haj ranet ta: t ntruh bo:
Vaux Vi Pro Pro Vi Coordconn Neg  Vt Prt
IRR lie how 1P inc sleep then NEG fall Prt_question

How will [we] lie down so that when we sleep [we] won't fall [out of the tree]?"

3.3.3 Interrogative Proclause

Interrogative proclauses take the place of a clause (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 32).
why mpe?
In Bru Khok Sa-at mpe? ‘why’ functions as an interrogative proclause. It appears

second in the clause after the subject and before the verb and object.

32



Example (57) shows mpe? ‘why’.

Buyeang Fish 18

(57) mpai mpe? ja? a-tﬁ’i gkoa?
Pro Pro  Vaux Vt Pro
2P  why want CAUS-die 1S

"Why do you want to kill me?"

3.4 Demonstratives

Demonstrative pronouns indicate distance from the speaker (Kroeger 2005: 89).
Demonstratives are unique, in that they can be both a modifier in a noun phrase,
and a noun phrase head. Demonstratives as part of a noun phrase will be discussed
more thoroughly in 4.3.1 Simple Noun Phrases. The only time demonstratives act

independently are as part of a prepositional phrase.

this nai
that  kir
there tch

In Bru Khok Sa-at nai ‘this’ indicates nouns that are nearer to the speaker (Tebow
2010a: 23).
Example (58) shows nai ‘this’ as part of a noun phrase.
Wild Buffalo Ear 3
(58) ba: na? nai
Num CIf Det
two ClIf person this
These two...

In Bru Khok Sa-at ki: ‘that’ indicates nouns that are further away from the speaker
and closer to the addressee (Tebow 2010a: 23).
Example (59) shows ki: ‘that’ as part of a noun phrase.
Wild Buffalo Ear 52
(59) dozj ki
N Det
rice.cooked that

...that rice...

In Bru Khok Sa-at, tch ‘there’ indicates nouns that are far away from both the
speaker and the addressee (Tebow 2010a: 23).
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Example (60) shows tch ‘there’ as part of a noun phrase.
Seven Orphans 190
(60) it nan koh tch

Vi Prep N N

live in mountain there.far

...who live in those far mountains."

The only time nai ‘this’ and ki: ‘that’ replace the noun phrase is in a comparative
prepositional phrase.
Example (61) shows nai ‘this’ acting as a noun phrase in a prepositional phrase.
Seven Orphans 22
(61) kon paleaj? sa: nai

N Quant  Prep Det

child many like this

...since we have so many children...

Example (62) shows ki: ‘that’ as a noun phrase in a prepositional phrase.

Seven Orphans 149

(62) k"an waw new kiz
Subordconn Vt Prep Det
if speak like that

...If that's what you have to say...

3.5 Quantifiers

Quantifiers modify nouns in terms of quantity or scope (Schachter and Shopen 2007:
37).
every  ku
many paleaj?
Example (63) shows a quantifier. Quantifiers will be discussed more thoroughly in
4.2.1 Quantifiers.
Seven Orphans 9
(63) kon arian paleaj?
N N Quant
child crab many

...many baby crabs...

A quantifier may be repeated for emphasis. This may be a repeated word or a

compound word. The distinction is not attempted here.
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Eixample (64) shows a reduplicated quantifier.

Seven Orphans 202

(64)burn te  rua? kw  kur  sipai
Cop Prep  Adj Quant Quant CIf

EXIST from happy every every Cif day
They had only happiness all of their days.

3.6 Numerals

There two kinds of numeral words found in the Bru Khok Sa-at data used in this

thesis: cardinal numbers and ordinal numbers.

3.6.1 Cardinals

Cardinal numbers are “words that indicate how many referents the noun phrase
denotes” (Dryer 2007a: 164).

one muaqj
two ba:
three  pai
four po:mn
five s¥1)
six tapat

seven tapu:l
ten it
ten matfit
The two different variations of ten may be phonologically conditioned.
Cardinal numbers do not appear outside of the noun phrase, and will be discussed
more thoroughly in 4.2.2.1 Cardinals.
Example (65) shows a numeral.
Seven Orphans 69
(65)ta? sak  kom  ba: na? hurm kapeh neam
vt N N Num CIf vt N Adj
come forest child two CIf person see gabeh.fruit sweet

[When] they came to the forest, two of the children saw some sweet gabeh fruit.
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3.6.2 Ordinals

Ordinal numbers “identify a referent in terms of its order with respect to other
referents” (Dryer 2007a: 164). Most ordinals are created through a periphrastic
construction using ordinal numbers, and the discussion on ordinals will follow in
3.6.2 Ordinals. There is one ordinal that is an independent word.
first jnuan
Example (66) shows an ordinal.
Wild Buffalo Ear 11
(66) prean kuaj puanp waw
N N Num Vi
hunter person first speak

The first hunter said.

3.7 Classifiers

Classifiers are words that “partition the set of nouns into subsets”. They are
generally used with numbers or quantifiers (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 7). The
head noun chooses the classifier. In some languages the classifier can appear before

or after the head noun.
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Table 6: Classifiers

Meaning Classifier | Classifies

CIf_basket buy no example; used independently of head noun

CIf fruit ok mango

CIf house don house

Clf tree kal tree )

Clf_year kamo no example; used independently of head noun

Clf_mountain | koh mountain

CIf city kruan city

CIf shed law shed

CIf_thing nam knife, magic mirror, wild buffalo ear, bow, root

Clf_person na? child, wife & husband, young man, grandfather/man,
younger & older, mother & child, soldier, person, man,
grandfather & grandchild, woman, friend, monk

Clf_month ntffai’ no example; used independently of head noun

Clf_day sinai possibly adverbial

Clf animal to: wild buffalo, dog, grasshopper, deer, mouse deer, owl

CIf time thus possibly adverbial

CIf _village vil village

Example (67) shows a classifier, which is typically part of a noun phrase.

Buyeang Fish 2
(67) dun

N

time.long come Prt_seq completive EXIST city

Prt

ta?

Vvt

bumn kruay muaj kruany
Cop N Num CIf
one CIf city

A long time ago, there was a city.

Example (68) shows that classifiers may occasionally be used in the place of nouns.

Seven Orphans
(68) Huaj? tor
vt Cif

104

hwk muk

Adj

Adj

search Clf animal big big

"[We] will search for a very large one."

This requires further research and no explanation is attempted here.
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3.8 Prepositions

Adpositions form phrasal constituents with nouns (Schacter and Shopen 2007: 34-
35). Prepositions are words that come before the noun phrase in contrast with
postpositions which follow after.

Bru Khok Sa-at employs prepositions. Prepositions are the head of prepositional

phrases.
around xm
for om
across jany
with kap
same ks
than kua
like mple?
like new
from, in, on, with nay
over p¥m
under purn
like sa:
since tay te:
from te:
before tija?

at, for, in, on, to, with tfo?

all around tua
Example (69) shows two prepositions.
Seven Orphans 10

(69) lyyj kakuh tfo? maly sek kom kap tewda
Coordconn Vi Prep N vt N Prep N
so pray.kneel to sky request child with god

So [she] knelt to the sky and requested children from the gods.

3.9 Verb Adjuncts

Verb adjuncts form phrasal constituents with verbs (Schachter and Shopen 2007:
40).

38



3.9.1 Auxiliaries

“Auxiliaries are words that express the tense, aspect, mood, voice, or polarity of the
verb with which they are associated,” (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 41). In Bru
Khok Sa-at auxiliaries normally precede the verb. Auxiliaries and their place in a
verb phrase will be discussed more thoroughly in 4.5.2 Auxiliaries.

PROG  ntom

dare ka:
must tn
IRR si

want ja?
Example (70) shows an auxiliary verb preceeding the verb.

Seven Orphans 9

{70) ka? lysj kwt ja?2 bucn kom mple? ariay
Coordconn Coordconn Vi Vaux Vt N Prep N
then  so think want have child like ' crab

...and so decided that she wanted to have children just like the crabs.

3.10 Conjunctions

“Conjunctions are words that are used to connect words, phrases, or clauses”
(Schachter and Shopen 2007: 45).

3.10.1 Coordinating Conjunctions

Coordinating conjunctions connect two elements as equal elements (Schachter and
Shopen 2007: 45). In Bru Khok Sa-at the coordinating conjunctions can be used to
connect nouns, verbs, clauses, etc. Many coordinating conjunctions function on the

paragraph level as a discourse feature, but this will not be explored in this thesis.
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Table 7: Coordinating Conjunctions

Gloss Conjunction | Location in Clause

and kap between NP constituents
SO ka? after NPsubj

then ka? after NPsubj

and la? between number constituents
then lew beginning

so lysj after NPsubj

but te: usually beginning

both t'an before NP constituents
resulting from | t'ap beginning

then tfan beginning

then tfa: beginning

Example (71) shows a conjunctive coordinator between two numerals.

Big Snake Son-in-law 158

(71) pa: ta?  muqgj tfit la? sxm sipai  ma?u?  ka? huik
Subordconn Vit Num Num Coordconn Num CIf N Coordconn  Adj
when come one ten CONJ  five CIf day pumpkin then big

a-tfom

Vi

CAUS—go.up

After fifteen days, the pumpkin plant grew up.

Example (72) shows an adversative coordinator between two clauses.

Big Snake Son-in-law 45

(72) pkoa? si  tuaj te: mai by tem pkoa? om pasai
Pro Vaux Vit Coordconn Pro Vaux Vit Pro Subordconn Vi
1S IRR help but 2S must feed 1S for satisfy

"I will help [you], but you must feed me until [I am] satisfied."
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Example (73) shows emphatic coordination of two nouns.

(73) t"ap kuaj t"ap tran  pen kol pg? kuw:
Coordconn N Coordconn N Cop N Prt Quant
both person both animal be stone Prt_completive every

na?

af

Clf_person

Both the people and the animals, all of them, were stone.
Both kap ‘and’ and te: ‘but’ are also prepositions ‘with’ and ‘from’.
Example (74) shows how kap ‘and’ generally appears between two noun phrases.
Big Snake Son-in-law 22
(74) mpe?  kap mpoa
N Coordconn N

mother and father
...the mother and father...

Example (75) shows how kap ‘with’ generally appears after a verb.
Seven Orphans 7
(75) muaj sidaw ajea? thaw waw kap ajak
Num N N Adj Wt Prep N
one night grandmother old speak with husband
One night, the old grandmother said to her husband...

Example (76) shows how te: ‘but’ generally appears between two clauses.
Big Snake Son-in-law 45

(76) pkoa? si tuaj te: mai tog tem gkoa? om pasai
Pro Vaux Vit Coordconn Pro Vaux Vt Pro Subordconn. Vi
1S IRR help but 2S must feed 1S for satisfy

"I will help [you], but you must feed me until [I am] satisfied."

Example (77) shows how te: ‘from’ generally appears after a verb and before a noun
phrase.
Big Snake Son-in-law 27
(77) kutffan huwk ka? sem tez  koh
N Adj  Coordconn Vi Prep N
snake big so descend from mountain

...the big snake came down from the mountain...
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3.10.2 Subordinating Conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions connect two elements as unequal and one is
subordinated to the other (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 45). For further analysis of
subordinated clauses see 6.3 Subordinate Clauses.

Table 8: Subordinating Conjunctions

Gloss Conjunction | Location in Clause | Type

who ale? beginning relativizer

for m beginning adverbializer

if kfan beginning adverbializer
because | puan beginning adverbializer
before | nuap beginning adverbializer
COMP | paj end complementizer
when | p™x beginning adverbializer
REL thi: beginning relativizer

until tfon beginning adverbializer

3.10.2.1 Complementizers

Subordinating conjunctions that are complementizers indicate that the clause is a
complement to the verb (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 49).
Examples (78) and (79) show a subordinating conjunction marking a complement
clause which is the object of a verb. This subordinating conjunction is only used
with verbs of speaking or thinking.
Big Snake Son-in-law 92
(78) aloy paij mpe? kutffan hun bm pkoa? tfa:
Vt  Subordconn N N Vi N Pro Prt
call COMP mother snake swallow leg 1S Prt_seq_completive
{She] called, "Mother, the snake has swallowed my leg!"
Wild Buffalo Ear 107
(79) p™: an dan paj asa? ne? an ka?
Subordconn Pro Vt Subordconn N Prt Pro Coordconn
when 3S know COMP rice.uncooked Prt_completive 3S then
tuh mit  paleaj?
Adi N . Adv

poor heart very

When she found out that the shelled rice was all gone, she was very sad.
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3.10.2.2 Relativizers

Subordianting conjunctions that are relativizers indicate relative clauses. These are
different from relative pronouns in that they cannot function as the subject or object
of a relative clause. They simply mark that the clause is relative (Schachter and
Shopen 2007: 50).

Example (80) shows a subordinating conjunction marking a relative clause.
Grandfather Ghost 10

(80)tah om  taw thi: wit kuej? ¥t muaj na?
Vit Vit N Subordconn Adv  Adj Vi Num  CIf
leave cause grandchild REL still small live one Clf person

[His] leaving caused the grandchild who was still small to live all alone.

Example (81) show another subordinating conjunction marking a relative clause.
This subordinating conjunction seems to be used to distinguish one of many.

Big Snake Son-in-law 16

(81) k"an naw ale? tfax npp?  nkoa? naw a-ki: top  pen
Subordconn Pro  Subordconn Vt N ;ro Pro  Pro Vaux  Cop
if 3S which  eat mango 1S 3S INTENS-that must be

mpai nkoa?

N bro

wife 18

"She who eats my mangos, that one must become my wife."

3.10.2.3  Adverbializers

Subordinating conjunctions that are adverbializers indicate clauses that have an
adverbial function (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 50).
Example (82) shows a subordinating conjunctioh marking a purpose clause
Big Snake Son-in-law 34
82)te tny mut npuan tla: no? tfin kutffan ne?
Prep Vaux Vi Subordconn Vi N Adj N Prt
from must enter because eat mango' ripe snake Prt_completive
Prt
Prt_seq_completive

But [she] had to enter [into marriage] because [she] had eaten all of the snake's ripe

mangoes.
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Example (83) shows a subordinating conjunction marking a time clause.

Big Snake Son-in-law 5

(83) pho: pa? ta?  sak  ka? huerm kal ppo?  paleaj? kal
Subordconn ViVt N Coordconn Vt N N Quant Cif
when go come forest so see tree mango many CIf tree

When they had gone and came to the forest, [they] saw many mango trees.

Example (84) shows a subordinating conjunction marking a conditional clause.

Big Snake Son-in-law 86

(84) mpe? waw paj k"an tax  muet  pkoa?. si a-tfit mai
N Vvt Subordconn Subordconn Neg  Vt Pro Vaux Vt Pro
mother speak COMP  if NEG enter 18 IRR CAUS-die 2S

The mother said, "If you don't enter, I will kill you."

Example (85) shows a subordinating conjunction marking a purpose clause.

Big Snake Son-in-law 80

(85)ba: na? mpai ajak Iyj pea kan  pa? Huaj? kutffan
Num CIf N N Coordconn 'Vt Pro ViVt N
two CIf person wife husband so invite RECIP go search snake
hwk ¥t nap koh an pen_ajak kom kamul
Adj Vi  Prep N Subordconn ‘Cop N N N
big LOC in mountain for be husband child female.unmarried

So both the wife and husband helped each other to go search for a big snake living

in the mountains for [it] to be a husband for their daughter.
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3.11 Interjections

Interjections are words that can be an utterance by themselves. They are usually
grammatically independent, and have little to no syntactic connection to other
words within a clause (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 57). Interjections in Bru Khok

Sa-at usually appear at the beginning of a clause and occasionally at the end of a

clause.
okay awh
wrong lojh

crash boom wkka?twk

oh o:
hey o3
shoo sah
yes A

whispering wal wal
Example (86) shows an interjection at the beginning of a clause.
Grandfather Ghost 38
(86) a: pA? lo:it ff?lw
Interj Vi Prt N
yes go Prt.command grandchild

..."Yes, go ahead, grandchild."

Example (87) shows an interjection at the end of a clause.

Big Snake Son-in-law 27

(87) kutffan hwk ka? sem te koh siap ntray wkka?twk
N Adj Coordconn Vi Prep N _ N Adj Interj
snake big so descend from mountain noise loud crash.boom

...the big snake came down from the mountain with a loud crashing noise.

3.12 Negators

Negators negate words, clauses or phrases (Schachter and Shopen 2007: 58).
NEG ta:
Example (88) shows a negated verb.

Seven Orphans 81

(88) pMr kal aluan dom ka? tA:  sAy siagp ranen nay
Subordconn N N Vi Coordconn Neg Vt N N Prt
when tree stem fall so NEG hear noise child Prt_intensifier

When the tree had fallen, [he] did not hear any noise from the children at all.
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Example (89) shows a negated existential.
Seven Orphans 92
(89)ta:  burn ama? pen ntraw

Neg Cop Pro Cop Pro

NEG EXIST anyone be anything
Nothing had happened to any of them.
Example (90) shows a negated adjective.

Seven Orphans 6

(90) te: ba: na? tx  rua? lew
Coordconn Num CIf Neg  Adj Prt
but two CIf person NEG happy Prt_seq completive

But they were not happy.

Example (91) show a negated adverb.
Seven Orphans 19

(91) p™a: ta dunm tluaj? tfa: newle? ka? ta:  kom
Subordconn Neg N Vvt vVt  Pro Coordconn Neg  Adv
when NEG time.long search eat how SO NEG enough

Not long after that, no matter what they found to eat, it was not enough.

3.13 Clausal Constituents

Certain parts of speech seem to act at the clausal level rather than the phrase level.

In Bru Khok Sa-at, particles and topic markers seem to operate at a clausal level.
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3.13.1 Particles

Particles in Bru Khok Sa-at are used to mark aspect, mood, modality, and speech

acts. This will be discussed further in 5.5 Particles.

Pri_completive adp?
Prt_question bo:
Prt_evidential dagjh
Prt_completive dp?

Prt_contradiction dok
Prt_conclusion dok

Pri_soft_ command do:

Prt_informative da:
Prt_evidential e:la?
Pri_evidential la?
Pri_ UNK lew
Prt_intensifier lysj
Prt_command lo:t

Prt_soft command me?

Prt_consider na
Prt_consider np?
Prt_completive ne?
Pri_intensifier nan
Prt_completive  sot
Prt_sympathy tfam
Pri_command tfi?

Pri_seq_completive ff?\.
Example (92) shows a particle at the end of a clause.
Big Snake Son-in-law 17
(92) mai waw om alaj tarmun da:
Pro Vi Vvt Pro Vi Prt
2S speak allow 3P listen Prt_soft command
"You tell them so that they will understand.”
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Example (93) shows a clause with two particles.
Seven Orphans 90
(93) alaj kutfit tfa: la?

Pro Vi Prt Prt

3P die Prtseq completive Prt_evidential

"They have really died."

3.13.2 Discourse Markers

A discourse marker “indicate the discourse role...of the associated noun phrase”
(Schachter and Shopen 2007: 35). The only discourse marker identified in the Bru
Khok Sa-at narratives is a topic marker.
meanwhile jah
The topic marker usually appears at the front of a sentence.
Example (94) shows jah ‘meanwhile’ sentence initial.
Seven Orphans 188
(94) jah panga
N N
side ruler

As for the ruler...

Example (95) shows jah ‘meanwhile’ in the only example where it does not appear
sentence initial.
Seven Orphans 171
(95) waw ta? jah panea mpoa vil tle? ki
vt vt N N N N Adv N
speak come side ruler father village close there

[Now we will] talk about a village ruler [who lived] close to there.

3.14 Conclusion

Minor word classes in Bru Khok Sa-at include pronouns, demonstratives, quantifiers,
numerals, classifiers, prepositions, auxiliaries, particles, conjunctions, interjections,

negators, particles, and topic markers.

MSEA pronoun systems often have different pronouns for different levels of
politeness (Enfield 2005: 189). Tebow includes one more pronoun with a politeness
distinction than were found in the corpus for this thesis (2010a: 20). Pattiya in Bru

Woen Buek records pronouns that include distinctions in gender and politeness
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{1981: 119-120). John Miller, however, does not include politeness in his remarks
about Eastern Bru (1964: 44). Bos in Kuy records three politeness forms in the first
person singular (Bos 2009: 34). Pacoh does not include politeness either and also

has morphological marking (Watson 1964: 81-97).

Bru Khok Sa-at has three distinct demonstratives. Pattiya in Bru Woen Buek records
only two distinct demonstratives (1981: 113). John Miller records three distinctions
in some demonstratives in Eastern Bru (1964: 59) as does Bos in Kuy (2009: 18-19).
Pacoh has three distinct demonstrative distances along with three distinct locations
(Alves 2006: 61).

MSEA languages generally use classifiers (Enfield 2005: 189). Bru Khok Sa-at is no

exception.

It is likely that all languages have some interjections, but not all grammars record
this. John Miller includes interjections in his article on Eastern Bru word classes
(1964: 62).

John Miller records that Eastern Bru has final particles, but these are only with
negated sentences for emphasis (1964: 61). Pattiya in her analysis of Bru Wyn Buek
(1981) and Chollada in her analysis of So (1986) also include particles. Bos
analyzes Kuy as having both preverbal and postverbal particles (2009: 45-57). Alves
reports that Pacoh has sentence particles that indicate aspect, interrogatives, clause-

linking, comment, imperative, and mood (2006: 85-90).
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