AaA20

ADLVAIY "
T%B’ry

A PHONOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION OF
LEINONG NAGA

Ahsi James Wayesha

o

Presented to Payap University in Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree of
MASTER OF ARTS IN LINGUISTICS
Faculty of Arts

Payap University
May 2010



Title - A Phonological Description of Leinong Naga
Researcher - Ahsi James Wayesha
Degree 2 Master of Arts in Linguistics

Payap University, Chiang Mai, Thailand
Main Advisor : Phinnarat Akharawatthanakun, Ph.D.
Approval Date : 7 May 2010

The members of the thesis examination committee:

ki 5‘97”4?’,“,’»/(‘ KW Committee Chair

(Professor Somsonge Burusphat, Ph.D.)

2 M‘*‘ : Committee Member

(Phinnarat Akharawatthanakun, Ph.D.)

= QZ{Z Committee Member
\

e s
(Larin Adams, Ph.D.)

This thesis is accepted as partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Arts in Linguisties:

Yt .

Aj. Malee Kongwannit
Dean of the Faculty of Arts






ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all T would like to thank God, who began a good work in me and has led me
to the completion of the course of my studies at Payap (Phi: 2:18), to Him be the

glory forever and ever!

I would like to express my thanks to SIL International for granting me a scholarship
to educate and equip myself for linguistics studies at Payap University. I am grateful
to all of my professors for imparting your knowledge without reservation

Thank you! Dr. Phinnarat Akharawatthanakun, my main advisor, for making
yourself available whenever I needed your assistance and giving me such insightful
suggestions, and helped throughout my thesis process. I really do appreciate you for
sending me reminders about my weekly progress report. Beside my advisor, I would
like to thank the rest of my thesis committee members: Dr. Larin Adams and Dr.
Somsonge Burusphat.

I must not forget to thank Dr. Gum Seng Shae, whom I had privilege to know
through my sibling Barak, and who introduced me to Jeff German, my mentor.

My thanks and gratitude also goes to Jeff and Marilyn German for your constant
encouragement and prayer. It still echoes what you said, “I am with you” when my
daughter Christina was seriously sick in my first year of school. It means a lot to me
as far as my study here at Payap is concerned. In fact it was a big challenge for me

then, but now I am more confident in what I do. Jeff, you are wonderful mentor!

I also would like to thank all of my classmates for your friendship and being
supportive. Especially, Ellie Hall, thanks for proof-reading help and teaching me the
correct use of “such as” in English and you are amazing at picking up every single
spelling mistake. Also, Kristen Herr I like the way you want to keep my Lisu English
as it is and natural.

Thank you Daniel and Thamami Arisawa for your warm, friendly welcome and help
extended to our family when we first arrived in Thailand. Dr. Jesse Yangmi you will
not know what your appreciative heart and words for linguistics studies have meant
to me personally.

My special thanks also go to U. Maung Nyan and Daw. Ong Yin for irour warm
hospitality during my thesis research works. My thanks and appreciations also go to

iii



the members of Central Committee of Naga Culture and Literature, Khamti, and
Committee of Leinong Naga Culture and Literature, Lahe. Thank you Anoi Sai Nyu
for your help and interest in linguistics. Thank you to all the Naga friends who
helped me write this thesis.

I am so indebted to my dearly loved mother, Ahna Noyehdweh for your
unconditional love, encouragement, and constant prayer support. Not only that, also
thanks to all of my siblings: Barak, Lydia, and Miriam for being so proud of me.

Most of all, thank you Esther Wayesha, my beloved wife, for your never-ending love
and support, without them this thesis would not be born. In fact, personally it has
been the most beautiful, precious and invaluable time where we learnt the arts of
listening, understanding and caring for each other in the midst of both being busy
students, at the same time a busy mom and dad.

Finally, Christina, our little sweet heart, thank you so much for making Dad and
Mom’s lives much easier throughout our studies by being sweet, lovely and

understanding.

James Wayesha

7% May 2010.

iv



DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated to express my thanks and gratitude to the Morse family for
bringing the gospel message of hope to the Northern and other Lisu people with the
passion of Christ.

And in memory of my father, Ahdeu Wayesha (1930-1986) a missionary to the Naga
people of Myanmar, who taught me to always stand on the truth and who inspired
me to have interest in the Naga people. Little did he know where it would lead.





