Table of Contents

Acknowledgements ............cceenne RTINS il
Abstract .............................................................................. v
LITIFTAIEID +oeermmeneeeeesseseseeeneeeseeeereeressasnbensseesssesansrbesssr s rabr e e et s e b et st se s n s e hr et es e e s r e s e v
LSt OF TADIES ..ot ietteete et e et e et s e ettt xii
LSt OF FAUIES ......cevveercmeaeiiriscc it es st s et Xiii
Abbreviations and SYMDBOIS.......c.couiciiiiii Xiv
Chapter 1 Introduction.........c.c..cocnee. reerreeneesnervonnennansrneesss RaadPN ot 1
1.1 Hmong language family ..........cooiimimimn i 2
1.2 HIMONE SPEAKETS ....vvevrireeicuiarieieieeiesesessseseses s s et 3
1.3 Previous Hmong réSearch ...........coouiiiiiiien it e 3
1.4 Background information on LRPS ... 4
1.5 MEthOOLOZY «..oevveeeeeeeteirieicicecet e eeacie e et 6
151 ElICHAtION. o eeeeeieeeeeeieeeeeeeeneeeeiee s ee ins et s e b e et st 6
1.5.2 Organization and categorization of data............ooiinnin 7
1.6 Notes on Hmong orthography ..........cciiiieininciii e 7
1.7 Objectives and hypOtheses. ........c.oioiiinmrniecciin 8
1.8 Scope and HMITAtONS. ........ivuerritereriierietste et 8
Chapter 2 HmOong GIaAMITIAT .......oomeuiieiesieieies ettt 10
2.1 TYPOIOEY v cveurreerreremeemcuces bttt 10
2.1.1 BASIC SITUCLUTE 1..e.iivrereeeireeeeeeritsetesieeieessasnessiteseane st s it 10
2.1.2 Word order and Clause tYPES .....cceeviiriiimnenniteniecneteiisn 10
2.1.2.1 INtransitive CLAUSES ....ccovieeeieerereeercnieiieie et 11
2.1.2.2 Semi-transitive CLAUSES ........coeereeueriiiiiinieerie et 11
2.1.2.3 Semi-transitive object MOtion Clauses ........ccvveriiiiiiiiii e 11
2.1.2.4 TIANSItIVE CLAUSES «.vreevvereeereeraersesseesenseseseesesssnsrasaensnsssssssssssssssssesensens 12
2.1.2.5 DItransitive ClAUSES.......ccveeeeerirverieiiiiiieiee ittt 13
2.1.2.6 Verb-initial ClAUSES ......ccvveerierereerriiiieeiteeri sttt 14
2.1.3 SUIMIMATY «..coourerueeeieeieereeet et es bbbt 15
2.2 Notes 0n the NOUN PATASE....c..coiuvimiiirmirieiestet et 15



D 2] CLASSIIIOTS o oveeeee e eeeeee e eeeeeeeereeeee e atesssserssssaaeassnaaeranneseanbsssssnsnsranaasssanasnnes 16

2.2.2 POSSESSION ...ceeiuveeeeeerieitieereesesteesseeeeaesesstssar s e b s e e s rs s e s st e s 17
2.2.3 SUIMIDIATY ....eveeevenrenteeeesteceeeirente s ere e sa e sat bbbttt 18
2.3 NOLES ON VETDS ..oovveeereeiereiereeeeee s esrres e e et sbe s ehss s 18
2.3.1 CONLEXL....vieeveieereeeieeeierseessessteeneeenresmsesaeebeesassessnesssdenane s s bt e st ans 19
2.3.2 Temporal MOdification .........ccouririoiiieeniec e 19
2.3.3 Aspectual MOdification...........ooeiriiiiiiiinri i 19
2.3.4 Adverbial mOdifICatION........ccceuerreiieeerieiiriiie e e assse et 20
2.3.5 More verb modification ...........oeeieveercniiiiii it 20
2.3.6 NEGALOM. ....coveveeueneirencecrreseteeeemrae e sttt sttt 21
2.3.7 SUMNATY ....ovoeeeeeeieeiereiereene e saesse e s ssssoasa e s d et es ettt 22
2.4 Additional grammatical features ............ccoooiienneiiini 22
2.4.1 EHIPSIS c.eveeveeueereeenctctetec st ettt 22
2.4.2 AHIIDULIVE VEIDS ...oovivietieiee i ettt a et 24
2.4.3 Synchronically derived forms..cco. i 26
2.4.3.1 Synchronically derived prepositions .........coooeeeverucinniciiiininienees 26
2.4.3.2 Synchronically derived adverbs. ... 27
2.4.4 Aspect-modality marking .........ocooriiiiiiiiicc e 28
2.4.5 Polar questioh FOIMALION .. iiiluiiiecieeeireteeee ettt e 29
2.4.6 The clause HNKET Kl ...cooivivemrienieiinciicii e 31
24,7 SUIIMALY .....ouveviesiueeteseseienteseseeensesesasesseseas et asassssses st e ss e s e n st ea st b et sas s 32
Chapter 3 SVC and MVC Discussion and Constituency Tests........coooiieinenene. 33
3.1 SVC and MV C diSCUSSION.......cvrerieeieierreeiiiiienisienreessessesiesse st 33
3.1.1 SVC defIMILIONS «..ecveveereerieeereeeeeesereeeresreseeeseaesressan e st e s st eeae s ea et 34
3.1.2 TErMINOIOZY 1ieveveeeenieriririemrieieieest et ettt 35
3.1.3 Underlying StrUCIUTE .......ccoeviuieuimieriieititiieiesenee ettt 35
3.1.4 VEID CAEZOTY .oveueeveeemereneriiiiiiciteee ettt 35
3.1.5 SVC categorizations and SUb-tYPeS ........coeeeiriiniienninini e 36
3.1.6 Concluding remarks on SVCs and definitions ............coeeeivininiinniniennns 36
3.2 Verb tests and CONSITUENCY tESES ..co..eeriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie et 38



3.2.1 Grammatical features of canonical main verbs ..........ccoccoviiiniiiinninnennns 38

3.2.1.1 Features of verb class in Hmong Ntsuab ..o 38
3.2.1.2 Further clarification .........covveeeeiuiriiiiiiieenes e 40
3.2.1.3 SUIMIMATY ...ooveeveeieeeereereiess e aese e ss s st escas s bbbt 40
3.2.2 Clause Separability teSt.......ooooviiieiiienee e e 40
3.2.2.1 Clause separable CONSIUCHIONS .......covrverermricicninmc it 41
3.2.2.2 Constructions that are not clause separable.......cco.oconiiiiinininninn 41

3.2.2.3 Constructions that are not clause-separable due to ungrammaticality .... 42

3.2.2.4 SUIMIMNATY ....oovoveieieneteireriieeenesireeaeese s sesses s e EEE ettt 43
3.2.3 Insertability of the clause linker kuj test........coinmomiiiiiie 43
3.2.3.1 Medial insertion of kuj llowed ... 44
3.2.3.2 Medial insertion of kuj not allowed due to semantic change .................. 44
3.2.3.3 Medial insertion not allowed due to ungrammaticality ........c..cccceovvcennne 45
3.2.3.4 Other semantic CONSIAEratioNS.........iitteicriiniienieiirsete it 45
3.2.3.5 SUIMMNAIY ...cveeveveeieeseneeeeeeeeaiiotennsenssanseessessse s sts et e s n st en s 46
3.2.4 Polar questions and the yes-answer teSt ..o 46
3.2.4.1 VI-DSWETS c..eveeureereererseoisnssteneeeenesineeesnesassaanassssseesssasnsestesasnessessesses 47
3.2.4.2 V2-ANSWETS «.ooeeeuheeeanteeeeeensereeesesesesessarssssasasasassssssssssssseaessssnnasssenssassncs 47
3.2.4.3 V1I-V2 QNSWETS ..oovinreeiiiiieeenrreesiaeeeesetsessstessressiasassssasseesssnessosassssssaasassans 48
3.2.4.4 V1 08 V2 GISWETS .iveeeieiereieieeiienntresieersesisessasssesstesstssssseassseusesrsssssasces 49
3.2.4.5 SUMIMIATY .....oioererieeieetereneereteescerteeaeeen s e sessssse s tsste st e e s e s s e b s st 49
3.2.5 Fronting of object complement TeSt..........ocoviieniiimiiii s 50
3.2.5.1 FrOntable ..o oo eee ettt ettt s 50
3.2.5.2 NOtATONtADLE ... .ooiineieieieeeeeeee ettt 51
3.2.5.3 SUIMIIATY (...veeeeeeeseeveeereeeecmcacassseeeessss s s s th et 51
3.2.6 Insertability of tsi ‘NEG’ aspect-modality marking test ...........ccooveiirininien. 51
3.2.6.1 Medial negation not AlloWed ............coooeiiirnennccii 52
3.2.6.2 Medial negation alloWed ...........cocormiiimiininnecrei e 52
3.2.6.3 SUIMINAIY ....oovieieeeeeecectere et ese oo es s bttt b ettt 53
Chapter 4 Structural CateGOTIES. .....ceuruerrrurirsrsenieteerisi et 54



4.1 Deverbal aspect-modality Marking......c..oveeeeirineiiiiii s 55

4.1.1 Preverbal deverbal aspect-modality.........cccooeirmnnmniiiiiii 56
4.1.2 Postverbal deverbal aspect-modality ..........ccooeinineeinii 58
4.1.3 SUIMIMATY .. .vvevereeeeeeeseseeeeeensae s s s st s bbbt 59
4.2 Despatch EXPrESSIONS. ...c.cururrrrmerersrsesirreseesistri st e 60
4.2.1 Handling-deSPatCh ........cccooourmiuiuemeiemsectsies e et s 60
4.2.2 Despatch-despatCh ...... ..ot 62
4.2.3 CommunicationS-deSPatChi........cccuimmmiinieiein i 62
4.2.4 SUITHNATY .....oovevevereneeeseuemeceseseamseseses st s et st e eies s EoRE st sa ettt 63
4.3 Disposal CONSITUCHONS .......ovrerrrrsrresssseistei e s it 63
4.3.1 CONSHTUETICY TESES c.uvuiateuiieuiniieieieneseses e isie e bt 64
4.3.2 SUITIIIATY ...covevevereneeneeeteneeuesaesencseaenesest s fa s s bbbt 65
4.4 COMPIEX MOON ¢.vevrteieieiieiitei ettt bbbt s 65
4.4.1 Multi-participant MOtION EVENLS ..iv....owtiistenietiiieiieieinss st 66
4.4.2 Manner-path-direction CONStIUCHONS........ovovevirmriiiiiniiiie e 68
443 SUIMIMATY ....cvveverereneneereseeereesesesatibns et st st s sttt b sttt 69
4.5 Secondary predication CONSIIUCHIONS ..ctururuesiutriuemcmiatiiintere s 69
4.5.1 RESUIALIVES..cvteeeeieeeeaiteeeiteeeeee s eee e st et sie et et ease s san s s st 69
4.5.1.1 Typical same-subject TeSUIAtIVES ......coovrmemiiiiiiiiiii s 70
4.5.1.2 Typical different-subject resSultatives ........c.cooveeimiiiincns 72
4.5.1.3 Projected TeSUltativVes .......cccoururirrieiee et 73
4.5.1.4 Reiterative TeSUITAtIVES ....eeoeeuevvereeiiciiiieiieee st 73
4.5.1.5 SUMIMIATY .0 i ieeiieteeecetiee et eas s e sbe bbb ea bbbt sn st 75
4.5.2 Adverbial complementation .........cceoerrentenniceiniiin 75
4.5.2.1 Right-headed adverbial complementation ..........ccoveeeiieiniiiinnnecnn. 76
4.5.2.2 Left-headed adverbial complementation ...........ccoeeeveerenenninniininininnenens 77
4.5.2.3 SUMIMNATY ...oeevievereeeeeereereteteressmesssaassss st ss bbbt b bbbttt 78
4.5.3 Adverbial COMPOUNAS........cccovcuiiiurmirireinrnerre ettt 78
4.5.3.1 Right-marking adverbial compounds ........c..ooceciinmniinniniiicn: 79
4.5.3.2 Left-marking adverbial compounds..........cocoeeeeoreeeciiininiiin 80

1X



4.5.3.3 SUIMIMIATY ....enteuieteieie e ceeere et sttt sttt 80

4.5.4 DIEPICHIVES ..ucutreerenrieisiaeiereeresess et s st see bbbt 81
4.5.4.1 Left-marking depictives................................- ........................................... 81
4.5.4.2 SUIMIMAIY «....oovvreenreereerenmraeeeaseseasessseses st ssss et n st 82

4.6 Oblique phrases / adjunction ..........cocoeueuemiiciiiei i 82
4.6.1 Deverbal preposition CONSIUCHIONS ......oveueeeemriiinmiiersiin e 82
4.6.2 SUIMINATY .....covirererirteneenieeecsstessereesss s s stat s s a SR bbb st 84

4.7 Causative CONSITUCHIONS .....cverieeruereeeererrisnerrertsseesaesieenee st rssn st 84

4.7.1 Causative constructions using Aua “gIVe’ .........cceeeeemussiveneniiiniiiinnnanienecs 84

4.7.2 Causative constructions using #a ‘do’ ...l 86

4.7.3 Causative constructions using ua kua ‘do’ ‘give’ or ua rau *do’ ‘give’ ........ 86

4.7.4 Other causative-like CONSITUCHIONS. .....c.ciiurrriireiinie e 87

4.7.5 SUMIMATY ....coverierirrereeserterceteseereertaesesres et e e st e s et et es s bbbt 88

4.8 COMPIEMENTATION. ...veenieeeecaceieiiiirteses ettt e 88

4.8.1 Control complementation ........ et 88
4.8.1.1 SAME-SUDJECE....cveeeereeeeee it ettt 88
4.8.1.2 S-COMP different-SubJeCt........coecuiimmmmniienieiecneeeie 89
4.8.1.3 Flat different-subJect. i .cccociiiiiiiiiieii et 90

4.8.2 Non-control complementation..........cccoueerererenserienreirinmtiinese e 90

4.8.3 SUIMATY .....overieereseianesieasencsseansseesessssses st b st bbbt 92

4.9 Coordinating CONSIIUCHONS. .. ceuuiiiiiiiiiriieiiet ettt 92

4.9.1 Verb Chailing .......ccoiiiiiereieiriciiie et sttt 92
4.9.1.1 PurpoSive VEIb ChaiNS .......c.ooviiriieiieiin et 92
4.9.1.2 Parallel verb chains.......coooouveeeiieiieiiiiiiie et 93
4.9.1.3 Sequential verb Chains .........coooirereeiier i 93
4.9.1.4 SUIMIMIATY ...cvoveeeeememenrenienistisienssessssssssestte sttt 94

4.9.2 Verb cOmMPOUNAS.....c.coveivuiuiiiiriiirieeieeest et 94

4.9.3 SUIMMATY .....ooveveieetseeeeessenestiassesereseseses st sb et d bbbttt 95

Chapter 5 CONCIUSION ....ucvuieiieciiiieieieteee et 97

5.1 CONCIUSIONS «.veeeeeeeineiieeereesseeeaeasseeeeeeenesaseraeease s s s e ssss s eaessas s et et s b s e s s s e se e 97



5.2 Limitations and further Study ..........cccooiiiim e 98

BiblIOZIAPNY .....veveveeieeiieieie et 100

Appendix 1 Hmong-Mien language family tree ... 106

Appendix 2 Summary of distinguishing features ...t 107

Appendix 3 Hmong Ntsuab pronunciation Keys........cooeiiiiiii . 111
Xi



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1 Structural categories and sample constructions

xii



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1 The Hmong-Mien language family...........ooeviiiiiiinn e

xiii





