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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to investigate specific motivations and
demotivations of Shan EFL students during an intensive nine-week English course at
the Migrant Learning Center (MLC) in Chiang Mai, Thailand. In order to gain an in-
depth understanding of the motivatedness of Shan students, a qualitative approach
was used. First, four teachers from MLC were interviewed before the term to find out
their beliets regarding what factors affected students” levels of motivation as well as
what classroom behaviors indicated that they were motivated. Next, a motivation
questionnaire was administered to all of the students in my class during the first week
of the term. Individual interviews as well as my own observations of the students
were carried out systematically throughout the term. In general, the findings of the
research indicated that Shan students were especially motivated by conversation
practice, topics relevant to Shan culture and exposure to foreigners. Shan students
may be slower learners due to their lack of educational opportunities in the past. They
were also motivated by consistency in the arcas of teachers and materials. Many Shan
people have a precarious existence in Thailand. and this ofien affects their behavior in

the classroom as well as their motivatedness to study English.
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