TABLE OF CONTENTS

BERBOWISEIBRIIENEE ... oo olicei s vsiivssssssssmrisons e s bbb sir Piks s S en b s dhss giss sbers SrossesnsRIeIsRRE ii
T SRR ST e RS IR e S SR iv
L SRR s o | ¢ ORI L (5 - SR | vi
RS OF BRDIEE.. ... ot mniisinmsen o easarss siessosensinbas A inseaRP Rt eSO 45 s 0A B A s T xiii
RASHOTRIBMDES ... ioiiinimas rivanins sirirns sebasrasonsomsivim SIS e ei s v R R R R SRS S LN T XV
T T T T LT e (USRI . 5 L T ISR A £ 1
1.1 A 2entral IBBEEEHON ... cciviiveicsriisinnmeghoiorTmzafoss s shsnsesisnss sosessissaninsssoisissis 1
1.2 Burmese people and language............. /gl - --csocoeeeioiscsasssnrssssssssssosrsssssnssnens 2
1.3 15 DEODIE AR IRDERRIE .o vvvve e vl I bsissniimeipesinsnsnssrbssninion s snsshamnsiensmesals 2
1.4 The history of Naga and its distribution in Burma (Myanmar) ..........cccccceeeeunne. 4
1.4 Backovound Df LOmong HIREA .....)......sicsiesissmsrinsasmniioinssasiisintisnsasicssnivisss 6
1.3.2 Language classification of Leinong Naga in Tibeto-Burman family ............ 7

1.5 Thesis background and goal olthe study........couiusimiiomisssmiviinisossisii 9
Wy T TR EEROO, GRS e S e e SRS T 10
1.5.2 Scope and 1NTATY of the research.........cccccrirevcissonsesssssssssnnssssnssnrsnessose 11
T T LT 0 e (RSO o LSS L M e e 12
1.6.1 Overview of previous research on BUrmese .............ccceeceemeerecieeneneecnenanens 12
1.:6.2 Overview of prtvious research on LIS .....oninsanimiaasssissisisssssois 15
1.6.3 Overview of prévions research on Naga..........oiviasiisiosmsmosssesssssnes 18
1.6.4 Theoretical framework and concepts of Aspect and Ifnperfectivity .......... 19

viii



TS T IR e e L L R 27

BT T T SRR £ LRI SRRERSBAI S L1 T L S R Y “N S Moy 27
22 Bt PHOBDIDRY . i v i s A 27
2.3 A brief overview of Burmese basic grammar .........cccoevcveestumeernreesifonieneneenennns 28
2.3.1 Burmese nounPIIASE . . ...l liviiocinisaiaitiiasiiniiiibuy Qe s bt St ey s il 29
2.3.2 DUImese CRRUSE WA OITET .. .....ciciv s cooisssnommmesglontsissnaTessnntesnsasissbassatamne 32
233 Cose Syt O BUINRED ...........conrsicissrssorrsngsrreiseissssssnsisns sinimavherteniid 34
2.4 Introfuction O DAPLEIES ... ............coconsorimcrnfliiiscoirWensesssstsissuncivess sosnsnssisnstsos 35
BA MR i i A I et A e 36
e e T L O OO e S SN A1 R B L 37
S T T T NSO . SN AR S SRS IR 38
2.4.4 The combination of two particles; ne®? - touN* * .........cccvvviviinicrnnnen 41

2.5 Different event types with the three aspectual particles; te*% ne® toun* * ,

FUT L e e RICEEIRE Sy A BRSSO 41
2.5.1 Ja* ‘be beautiful’ and its imperfectivity behavior .............ccccccoiriinnnn. 41
2.5.2 ?aja? [e* ‘tall’ and its imperfectivity behavior ..........c.cccevevveireenenerieennns 42
2.5.3 pje*™ ‘run’ and its iniperfectivity DEBAVIOL ......cuenrrimsissserasiansssssissasssnnness 44
2.5.4 sau? ‘build\gnd its imperfectivity behavior........c..csvarmissinrerssnisrisssorsnss 45
2.5.5 mwe** ‘give-birth’ and its imperfective behavior..........ccccevverciincciinunnnen. 48
2.5.6 k"'we* ‘break’ and its imperfectivity behavior .........cc.ccceeericeneesccicninennee. 50
2.5.7 kwe* ‘be broken’ and its imperfective behavior............cccceeevvveeriieeecnnes 53

o T s T e R TR RS L L P RS N e 54

ix



TR B T e e ST S G S [ 5 S s S R e i

S IVODNRICHIONE i ccas by toiiobinesvinaniosnnss ives canirannss AEARERRSREPRERPRRS N sn bnpedubinbs s ess Vb u s vrasiinss 57
3.2 PRODIDEN SRREeN B IR .. . oo v onsonsmmbaobomnbrachbs hine s BN ARS S SR s RS sSARb R 37
3.2.1 Lisu consonants, vowels, and tOnes.......ccccceccvereseassegieresssss Whossenesenssnsenas 57
3.3 Overview of Liki DERIE BEAMINAT .......cccovvinmnmiisismimmiiyinas Il s ossssss sossrnistis 59
S 31NN NONRDINREE. = .. inennersiint e L eI L Lot L ans e 59
3. 32 DEMONSIEATINOE - ol i srrivnnnMRNEEREN CL el it 63
3.3.3 Lisu clause Word ORIEY ........coovviiviivoiinglncivssetWonssssssssninsisbacioss dasassasniets 64
S0 NN GO EBIIIIY (i . i oo v snr s anssares sk Mo inmns I et sonro it o os s mvar A kb e rk R b 65
3.4 IntroducHon GELISHPatEiCles... ... £ i inommerionisnenibeibs phvsbarasorintbdbers nsisines 66
LB LT Y e R . W AN T T 67
4.2 THe DOTHOIe ™ TCDBHTNOUR . ... N0/ oo csisnnrsersisisieniserssssiessis insnorsremsaoaeiney 68
383 T ORI 7. .M/l v oo vsvssrmimiimmbasemiobibonams siparsnvatn tapin Sl IET 69
3.5 Different event types with the three aspectual particles : a* “ , ne®, si*’, and
AT RN L W RS Iy (MBI ks o ok e DT 71
3.5.1 mo** ‘tall’ and its imperfectivity behavior .........cccocceecrecersrcrenernnnceneenens 71
3.5.2 tw* ‘run’ and its imiperfectivity behavior.........cccccvveissiresscsnseesssssessassossons 73
3.5.3 fa* ‘build’ and its imperfectivity behavior ............ccovesnnsssserssrerssrosionssnss 75
3.5.4 hy”? ‘give birth’ and its imperfectivity behavior..........cccccceiviiiinriinnnnnne. 77
3.5.5 bur®’? ‘break’ and its imperfectivity behavior............cccoccennricrsrcnninncnaennns 79
3.5.6 bws*! ‘be broken’ and its imperfectivity behavior........cccccceeeveeeenriennucnen. 81
< T T T R e R I PRI R e 141 RS E L AT A 82



G T g T T TR O P I - PR M 85

L IOHUEIION o i ciicciisiis i ibatire s A e PRV SR SRR L 85
LS BT R T e R 01 - 1 MR WO WSROy fe 85
4.2.1 Leinong Naga consonants, vowels, and tones...........oeeeeneeeniiinnnniennnnen. 85
4.3 A brief overview of Leinong basic grammar..........cceeepheeerosBgfecsrcnanneisssnnsnses 87
4.3.1 Leinong Naga noun phrase StTucture...........cccofferss gz Jerneersssrsasnsrsssnsnnces 87
4.3.2 Leinong Naga clause word order..........ccc... MR ..coieresessssessssesssssiasssnsssse 93
4.3.3 Case systemm ol LOIRONE NBGA .............. o Lo ciiieFancesrssiaersssnisrasevnnivnsin sronees 94
4.4 Introduction of Leinong Naga particles... £\ .....-¥ceeruieriarmmcscsrasecssssssreosssansene 98
CF I B e TG R PR U101 L R 98
LN T T T i G (LSS SR S LS R AR 100
4.4.3 Another continuous PartiCIANIET . ...ccveecvmesssssanssemssessisssssasssssssssesssass 102

4.5 Descriptions of imperfectivity; different event types with the three aspectual

particles: an*? ‘real’, piu?? ‘continuous’, and [ui*® ‘continuous’ .........ccccceveceeenene 105
4.5.1 lop**mi* ‘be beautiful’ and its imperfectivity behavior ...........cccccecveunne 105
4.5.2 2*%von* 1ai*® ‘tall’ and its imperfectivity behavior ..........ccceceveeecrenenns 107
4.5.3 dan® ‘run’ and its imperfectivity behavior................ s bassesssissonsdestasnnsh 108
4.5.4 da™ ‘built’ and its imperfectivity behavior’ ...........ceccvvervecieiiienccienennne 109
4.5.5 pa?*? ‘give-birth’ and its imperfectivity behavior ...........cccccconrnvirnnncene. 111
4.5.6 lau?* pi** ‘break’ and its imperfectivity behavior.........ccccoeriuicinrnnnnen. 112
4.5.7 pi?? ‘be broken’ and its imperfectivity behavior...........ccocevirirvinnrninnee 115

B AR RO e ST RIS e i T 1 S T e e RN 116



Chapter 5 Comparisons and summaries of findings............cccoemnnniniinnninnnn. 120

BL IIDBREBEDNL ... oo nsosiibovsiasminnnmssss rarssinspresnspid (HURANRETR RS RN S AR PO Aa R p s s A9 120
5.2 Similarities and differences of the three languages...............iooiiiiiiiiiiinnns 120
5.3 CONCINBIDN ... iveror o st stssinsnnsdugscoysvssnsnpsmmns ssriRnttbbpatier solssiysnnsoWss ket vsnssats 123
5.4 Suggestion for further study .........c.ccveveervmriericnnenneec e Bipstcnnessnnscscncsenss 124
BIiDHOBIADHY .......ooconciniissismsisinsssssssssorsrsssesnssssensasseessssasssogfieRiansssscorsssssnsnsnsssnsanssanns 125
APPENAIX 1 ....ooiiiiiiicnniiissecssensesssnsessesnsnesasnnesssesssense fBhorsesMonreossucsssacssssssssnscronas 130

xii



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1 Dethllo] USaHaROE ERPS ... ccocoiiinminsnamiisvidovieses M ussniessnsssions 11
Table 2 Charncteristic of eVERL LYPES ..............coovicrnaimniansisras Kerrargfarssisssrnirmrsraste 25
Table 3 Consonnnis i BHEIESE .............cccocvisiiinimmmiessyfiotansve W oissssvassssusseasiosens 28
Table 4 Vowels and tones in Burmese (Green 2005: 2) . .c.ciilimmiiimmmenmenneinrnneeeeeeens 28
Table 5 Behaviors of different event types with aspectual particles in Burmese...... 55

Table 6 Summary of behavior of different event types with aspectual particles in

BUERIBSE =l v ciiairsrsiiasner e p e e e S L T e 56
Table 7 Lisu consonants (adapted from Bradley 2003: 223) ........ccccvviiiiienininiennns 58
Table 8 Lisu vowels (Bradley 2003: 22 ..00y/--csctisiscssressoisersssisin sansnsissssiisessstbint 58
Table 9 Lizu tones (Bradley 2003 ZIM . L........coosomunmiinsiismsssnmrtassssss ssbasiissont et 58

Table 10 Imperfective behavior of different event types with aspectual particles in

Table 11 Summary of the imperfective behavior of different event types with

DERECHA] DATHCIBE TN LIBU............cccoconsssmnisrivsorsrannsonesrsraes rossvh evnasmrvrrenmns 84
Table 12 Consonants IRACIRONE NAGA ..........corveerumsismmssibsmisstsrinrttstrrsrseartnrasrrenessrans 86
TEOe 1 S NCARCIE TN I BIRER .o ........coovonsniinuns insensbrermmnsbasanseb s RIS sk nE R as A s rarei ga 86
TaDIe 14 TONES I LMD DI ... ooooonoinonssssnoisssins et vamseiidvasspasnsnsnipnesass ssrssnrinios 86
Table 15 General summary of genitive marking in Leinong Naga.............ccoeeueueee. 90
Table 16 General summary of Leinong Naga case marking...........cccccceveviiennnnnnnnne. 96

xiii



Table 17 Illustration of Leinong Naga case marking occurrences in two-participant
SCIMEIICES (. i s cierrrrrhessessassviisantcetnsnsssnmertnt s tEntattonrnsrannssesmmensnnbesasesnsennenn 96
Table 18 Illustration of Leinong Naga case marking occurrences in three or four
e T e OOPRRE St 1 5 SN orre., AR 97
Table 19 Imperfective behaviors of different event types with aspectual particles in
BT T T R IO GRS I L (T, ATTC SRR SRR 118
Table 20 General summary of imperfective behavior of different event types with
aspectual particles in Leinong Naga...... £ eesWereeaerorssasneressasassserasssnss 119
Table 21 General summary of imperfective behavior of the three Tibeto-Burman

L R R NSO GO, O T B e 121

xiv



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1 Classification of Lisu in the Tibeto-Burman language family....................... 4
Figure 2 The distribution of Naga in Myanmar (adapted from Wayesha 2007)......... 6
Figure 3 Linguistic map of Lahe ToWnShip........cccccuviesssensiorser Muuzesesssssnsrorsernssssesrsvsss 7
Figure 4 Classification of Naga by Thurgood (2003)........cccueeeiiiiiiniiieeesiinneeeeenns 8

Figure 5 Classification of Leinong Naga within Naga language family in Myanmar
(adanied BORy ThR WL B, ... LOMMG oo svtsssmnvins priessrsbsmsinisdy pmesiece 9

Figure 6 Classification of Leinong Naga within Tibeto-Burman language family

(adapted from Beadlley 1997: 21)... 000 i-srosrmsssisnscnmeisnssstsesnstnmmersssassnsanesss 9
Figure 7 Aspectual category by ComrigfI76: 25).........ccoccnsireiosssssrerasesssssasensines 22
Figure 8 Eventuality categories (adapted from Adams 1999)...........ccccceieriiiiennnnens 24
Figure 9 Expansion of a* ‘realis’to states and events.........c..ccecuceueevuecrnrisieennunnnns 68
Figure 10 Expansion of an* ‘realis’ to states and events ..........ccccocevvuecrieiriecrsennnns 99
Figure 11 Expansion of [i* to'events and States ............cccoceerucreveerceiisrecssnssnesnnes 103

Xv





