Chapter 5

Participant identification patterns

This chapter examines the patterns of how referring expressions are used to
introduce participants and maintain their identification in Bru KSmharrative
discourse. While different genres of Bru KS narrative could petentially have
different patterns, this paper assumes that the patterns,dis€overed in the texts
under study form a system of reference that governsiow réferents are
introduced, how they are tracked, how they are ranked and how ambiguities are
resolved. This chapter describes the default pattern§ and discusses possible

motivations for exceptions to the default pattérn.

5.1 Theoretical approach

Dooley and Levinsohn (2001:112) statesthat, “A viable system of reference in any
language must accomplish three kinds-of tasks.” They list these three tasks as
semantic, discourse-pragmatic andwprocessing. The semantic task is to “identify
the referents unambiguously,” meaning that a referent must be coded in such a
way as to distinguish it from/all other “practically possible” referents. This
means that the higher the degree of possible ambiguity, the more coding

material will be necessary toxarrow down the correct referent.

The discourse-pragmatic task concerns the level of salience and how “activated”
a referent is. Activation occurs when a referent is introduced and it becomes
active in the mind of th€'Feader/listener. Activation status is usually described
with the followingycategories: introduction, keeping on stage, dismissal, and
reintroduction. Chafe (1987) uses the categories of being activated, maintaining
activation status and being deactivated. The result of activation status is that the
more a referent is activated, the less coding material is necessary for that

referent.

Dooley and Levinsohn (2001:113) state that “activation is commonly
accomplished with a full noun phrase. If the participant will be prominent in the

" text, an initial activation noun phrase is often prominent as well in discourse-



pragmatic structuring.” Keeping a referent active requires minimal coding, such as
pronouns, verb agreement or zero-anaphora. Deactivation is generally not marked as

a referent tends to disappear from the stage.

Finally, the third task of processing requires more coding material when there is a
disruption in the text. Disruptions occur when there is a change of place,
participants or time. Sometimes the disruption can be a change in the type of clause

information such as storyline information versus non-storyline.

To perform these three tasks, participant reference systems generallyjfollow two
strategies for participant reference. The first is a sequential/strategy (or look-back)
that identifies a referent “by noting who or what was mentioned most recently”
(Dooley and Levinsohn 2001:117). This strategy is not/oncerned with the
organizational structure of the text but is concerned with how to identify referents
coded with something less than a full noun phrase£lt isscoricerned with the

immediate identifiability of a referent.

A VIP (Very Important Participant) strategy flags oneseferent with special overt
linguistic coding in its introduction (Dooley/and Levinsohn 2001:119). This special
coding signals that the referent is a VIP infthe text globally or locally. It can be used
to identify the VIP anywhere in the text'that the VIP is themat‘ically salient.
Participants are introduced and trackéd.using linguistic signals that reflect their

prominence or thematic salience in thewarrative.

In Bru KS, the VIP strategy is used withsCentral participants, major participants and
in the case of the daughter in thejsecond episode of the Big Snake S-I-L, with a
minor participant who was highlysalient for a portion of the narrative. The

linguistic signal used is the thirdwperson pronoun an.

5.2 Methodology.

Using Dooley and I'évinsehn's method (2001:44), the texts were charted clause by
clause. They were,then divided into thematic groupings which gave an outline of the
structure of the'text. The texts were also charted using Thurman charts adapted from
Grimes (1975:182-191). The Thurman charts were used to show each occurrence of

a referent within the text.

Then participant identification patterns were analyzed using Dooley and Levinsohn's
(2001:127) eight-step methodology. The first step is to list the various ways a
participant can be referred to (e.g. full NP, pronoun, agreement, zero anaphora). The

second step is to prepare a chart of participant encoding with special note of how
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subjects and non-subjects are coded. This was done utilizing the modified Thurman

charts.

The third step is to assign a number to each participant referred to more than once.
The fourth step is to identify and label the linguistic context of each referent. The

following labels are assigned for both subjects and non-subjects:

S1 the subject is the same as in the previous sentence,

S2 the subject is the addressee of a speech reported in'the previous

sentence,

S3 the subject is involved in the previous sentehce fma nonsubject

relation other than addressee, and

S4 other changes of subject than those coveréd by S2 and S3.

N1 the referent occupies the same nofn-subjeet relation as in the previous

sentence,

N2 the addressee of a reported speech is the subject (speaker) of a speech

reported in the previous sentence,

N3 the referent is involved in“the previous sentence in a different

relation than that covered®By N2, and
N4 other references to,non-subjects than those covered by N1-N3.

After all the contexts have been identified and labeled, step five is to propose default
encoding values for each contéxt. Then step six is to search for and identify any
exceptions to the default coding, determining if the exception contains more or less
coding than the default. The sevénth step is to modify the default hypothesis of Step

5 in light of the exceptions diseovered in Step 6.

This leaves deviations fromithe default that are not explained by the context of the
text. Step 8 takes these deviations as special encoding and makes a generalization of
the causes for the deviation. Some examples of generalizations that can be made ‘
come from Dooley and Levinsohn (2001:133), who argue that when coding is less
than the default, it is generally because “the referent is a VIP” or “that there is only
one major participant on stage” or “a cycle of events is being repeated.” When the
coding material is more than the default, Dooley and Levinsohn (2001:134) argue
that this indicates a discontinuity in the text. Thus if a discontinuity can be

identified, then an alternate coding strategy is expected.
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5.3 Rules for default encoding patterns

The motivation for particular participant reference codings depends on the method
of tracking. Dooley and Levinsohn (2001) present two methods of tracking: the
sequential strategy and the VIP (Very Important Participant) strategy. The sequential
strategy looks back at the immediately preceding referent while the VIP has a

broader scope of looking at the rank of the participant in the narrative as a whole.

Dooley and Levinsohn (2001:121) state that the VIP referencesystem initially codes
the participant in the introduction and then uses the same cgding throughout the
text. Thus a VIP will have a relatively small amount of coding throughout the text.
When this pattern occurs throughout the text, it is called a“global VIP pattern. When
this pattern occurs within a section of the narrative, it(is ealled a local VIP pattern.
The Bru texts analyzed in this study use both the sequential‘strategy and the VIP
strategy.

In the following sections, the methodology of séetion 5.2 is used to examine
sequential patterns of both subject and non-stibject references. The rules for subject
reference will be presented first, followed by“thesrules for non-subject reference

patterns.

5.3.1 Subject reference patterns

This section will present rules basedyon an analysis of the sequential patterns found
in the narratives. Exceptions tosthe rules are then examined to see if there is any
predictable pattern to accountfer the exception. If there is a predictable pattern to
the exception, the rules aresseyvised to reflect those exceptions. Note that the first
and second episodes of The Big Snake S-I-L narrative will be analyzed as separate

narratives due to their distinct sets of participants.

5.3.1.1 Same subjeety(S1 context)

The S1 contextiidentifies the coding used for the subject of an independent clause
that is the same as the subject of the preceding independent claﬁse. An analysis of
the S1 context shows that the default coding is a zero reference for 3 of the
narratives: The Seven Orphans, the second episode of The Big Snake S-I-L and The
Buyeang Fish. The other three narratives do not have a distinct default pattern but
have a more even distribution between zero reference and pronoun reference. The
Grandfather Ghost narrative and the Wild Buffalo Ear have an almost even

distribution between zero reference and pronoun reference, with pronouns in the
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majority. The first episode of the Big Snake S-I-L is unique in that it uses a much

higher percentage of NPs in the S1 context. Table 22 below shows the distribution of

the referring expressions for the S1 environment of each narrative.

Table 22: Distribution of S1 category

Big Snake |1 ing |Grandfath| Wild
S-I-L er/Ghost | Buffalo
episode 1 | ¢ Ear
@ |49.00% 488.50%  |35.44%
PRO  |15.50% 40.00% | 46.83%
CIfP  |0.00% 0.00%  |0.00%
NP | 35.50% C121.50%  |17.73%

The first rule applies to references where the subjeet is the same in the previous

clause or sentence (S1 context).
S1 Context Rule

A zero identification is givenfor central and major
participants while minor ‘and, peripheral participants

are identified with @ pronoun or NP in the S1 context.

The example of the orphan child who is the central participant of The Grandfather
Ghost narrative illustrates thisyrule in example (98) below. Line 050 is classified as
S4 (subject not in the preceding clduse) with the referent being the orphan child
who is coded with an NP and/a pronoun in apposition to the NP. Then in lines 051-
053, there are four zero xeferences as the background information of what the
orphan sees (namely’nothing) is given. Then in line 055, an exception to the rule
occurs and the orphan.is coded with a full noun phrase as he becomes the agent who

bends his bow back; ¥eady to kill the oncoming deer.
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(98) The_Grandfather Ghost.050-055
jah  aj kamut an ka? akan ¥t ki
side older orphan 3S so wait LOC that
As for the orphan, he waited in that place.
1) tv  hwm nuoaw loch to? an lyj
orphan NEG see  what out in 3S Prt_emph
{He) did not see anything come out to him at all.
tran ka? @ ta: hwm  n.traw ka? /0 tax huem
animal so orphan NEG see  anything so/yorphan NEG see
Animals, (he) did not see; anything (else), he did‘net'see
0 sap te kanea waw  paj an pa? tfo? maj tfa da:
orphan hear but friend speak C 38-~go Win 2S5 PST Prt Emph
(He) only heard the friends saying, “It Was gonegowards you!”
aj kom kamwt nean tamiangmmdp?
older child orphan bend bow COMP
The eldest orphan child benthissb6w"and held it ready.

Thus it is observed that while the default encoding is zero for central and major
participants, text discontinuities canynotivate extra coding in the S1 context. In the
case of example (98) above, theydiscontinuity is a switch in information type, from
background information to a mainline event. Other examples of text discontinuity
are thematic boundaries and,change in clause type such as the transition between a

transitive clause and a speech event.

Osborne (2009:95) reperts, that “more than default encoding occurs at a text
boundary in the final sentence of a thematic grouping.” This was not found to be the
case in Bru KS except for'a few exceptional speech acts where the end of the speech

is marked with/a rare final speech clause, as shown in (99).
(99) The_Grandfather_Ghost.046

k'ian hum an loah om  ma pan lot da: ka.nea

if see 35S out allow 2S5 shoot Prt.command Prt_request friend

atym

say

“If you see it come out, you must shoot it, OK.” The friends said.
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Along with discontinuity in the text, another motivation for using more than zero
reference in the S1 environment is to highlight a participant. An example of
highlighting a participant is shown in example (100) below. The recovery of the
woman who almost died inside of the snake is highlighted with five consecutive

pronoun references in the S1 context.
(100) The_Big_Snake S-1-L.139-143
an ka? ratfaw bum
3Ss then wiggle able
Then she was able to move a little bit.
p':  pon sinpaj sy sipg  an ka?  waw burm
when four day five day 3S then speak™ able

After four or five days, she was able to speak.

ta dun an ka? wa?
NEG time.long 3S so  heal

Not long after that, she was healed,

te  an tfu huan tia?_  thyy bun

but 3S remember story beforesNEG able

But she could not remember ‘what ad happened to her.

ph: an  wa? o an ‘ka?’ waw paj ama? tfuj an an s
when 3S heal PSP*8S then speak C  whoever help 3S 35S IRR

ten dom  kap naw amki
marry with 3P™smGAUS-there

After she had’been healed she said that whoever had helped her, she would

marry thatperson.

If the S1 rule for default encoding takes into account the exceptions of text
discontinuities and 'df highlighting a participant, a revised rule can be formed. The

revised rule is:
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Revised Rule for S1 Context

A zero identification is given for central and major
participants, except when there is a discontinuity in
the text or when the referent is being highlighted
as being particularly salient. Minor and peripheral
participants are identified with a pronoun or NP in the

S1 context.

An example of a minor participant who is coded with an NP in the S¥ context is the
crow in the first episode of The Big Snake S-I-L. The crow hasswo references in the
S1 context and both are coded with an NP. An exceptionAg,this rule of minor and
peripheral charécters is seen in the minor character of the snake in the second
episode of The Big Snake S-I-L. By the S1 rule, the snake should be coded with more
than a zero. But in lines 088 to 090 in example (101) below, the snake is coded with
zero reference. In this case, the snake is not the galient réferent, but rather the
daughter who is being swallowed. Thus the underéeoding signifies that the snake has

been downgraded to the background of the scene.

(101) The_Big_Snake.088-090

pr sidaw mahoj?  kuwtffan_hwk ka? hat an

when night moment snake big so wrap.around 3S
The moment night fell, thé,big snake wrapped itself around her.
e O ka? tfamman

then snake so ¢atngS

And then (the snakeé)sstarted to eat her.

@ lumn lbon dn puap
snake swallow legy 3S  first

It swallowedsher Jower leg first.

To take into acgéunt the zero coding of minor and peripheral participants, the S1

context rule is again revised as follows:
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Final Revision of Rule for S1 Context

A zero identification is given for central and major

participants, except when there is a discontinuity in

the text or when the referent is being highlighted.

Minor and peripheral participants are identified with a

pronoun or NP in the S1 context, except when they

are being backgrounded.

This final rule then covers all of the occurrences of participant reference in the S1

context. In later sections, the rule addendum of “except whénya referent is being

highlighted,” will be considered as a case of over-coding/The rule addendum of

“except when they are being backgrounded” will be considered a case of under-

coding. This rule than is broad enough to cover all cases, even those of over-coding

and under-coding.

5.3.1.2

Subject is addressee of previous clatse (S2 context)

The S2 context identifies the coding used fomthe subject of an independent clause

that was the addressee in the preceding speech act. An analysis of the S2 context

shows that the default coding is a NP as shewn by Table 23 below. Note that

sometimes the entire speech quote formula is omitted. In those cases, the implied

subject is coded as a zero reference.

Table 23: Distribution of S2 category

Big Snake | Big Snake| Seven Buyeang | Grandfath wild
S-I-L S-1-L Orphans Fish er Ghost | Buffalo
episode 14 episode 2 Ear
1] 25.00% 10500% 57.60% 33.33% 11.11% 0.00%
PRO 0.00% 0.00% 3.00% 0.00% 22.22% 0.00%
Cls P 0700% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
CIP+N 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
NP 75.00% 90.00% 39.40% 66.66% 66.66% 100.00%

The sample of references in the S2 context is relatively small with 84 occurrences.

Forty percent of the S2 references are found in The Seven Orphans narrative which

contains fifteen conversations with thirty-three S2 occurrences. The pattern
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uniformly present in the S2 context in an extended conversation is that the first
addressee is coded with a NP or in a few cases a pronoun. The second addressee is
also coded with a NP (or pronoun). If the conversation continues back to the first
addressee, the quote formula is often omitted and the reference is coded as zero.
Because of the large number of extended conversations in The Seven Orphans
narrative, the percentage of zero coding at 57% is significantly higher than any of

the other narratives.

It is also observed that since minor and peripheral participantswrarely have speaking
parts in a narrative, there is limited data for these classes off{participants. The
grandmother of the Buyeang Fish narrative is the only peripheralparticipant
referred to in the S2 environment. Based on this data, axtentatiye rule is proposed for

the S2 context as follows:
Tentative Rule for S2 context

Where the referent is the addressée in a previous
clause (S2), the default encoding is'anAP for the first
“turn” of a conversation and/s optionally zero for the

second “turn”.

An example of this is seen in the Buyeang Fish ‘narrative which has nine occurrences
of participant reference in the S2 context. Six of the nine occurrences occur during
an extended dialogue starting at line 053 and continuing to line 071 in which there
are seven “turns” in which the p? 'grandmother' and the younger brother speak to
each other. The younger brotheriis referred to with a pronoun in the S4 context in a

full quote formula when he initiates the conversation as seen in (102) below.

(102)The_Buyeang_fish.051

an lyj mut ablhuh paij v? p? vil maj m.pe?
3S so enter ask C grandmother grandmother village 2S why
tw burn ' kuaj

NEG EXIST person

So he entéred the house and asked, "Grandmother, grandmother, why aren't

there any people in your village?”

When the grandmother responds, she is referred to with the kinship NP p?
'grandmother’. As a minor character, the grandmother receives a full NP for four out
of five times she appears in the subject slot. The only exception is in the S2 context
where on her third consecutive speech, the speech formula and referring expression

are omitted.
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Thus the sequence of speech turns is: 1a) younger brother(NP)(S4), 1b)
grandmother(NP)(S2), 2a) younger brother(zero}(S2) 2b) grandmother (NP)(S2), 3a)
younger brother (NP)(S2) 3b) grandmother (zero)(S2), 4a) younger brother(zero)
(S2). In turn (2a) the younger brother receives a zero coding. In turn (2b), the
grandmother retains her full NP coding as a zero reference is optional. In turn (3a)
the younger brother is coded with an NP while in (3b) the grandmother is coded
with the optional zero. Finally, the younger brother receives a code of zero to end

the dialogue.

While it may seem that turn (3a) is an exception to the S2 riale when the younger
brother is coded with an NP, it must be remembered that the zer¢’coding is optional.
In the case of (3a), the speaker reminds the listener that.the younger brother is

doing the speaking, but omits the quote formula.

The only exceptions to the S2 rule proposed above/s thatsinh the Seven Orphans, the
seven brothers who are the central participants are coded with a pronoun in one
instance. Also, in the Grandfather Ghost narrafivéathe grandson who is a central
character is coded two times with a pronoun and two times with a kin term in the

S2 context. Thus, the S2 rule is modified as follows:
Revised Rule for S2 context

Where the referent is theaddressee in a previous
clause (82), the default encoding is an NP for the first
“turn” of a conversation,and is optionally zero for the
second “turn”. Major participants may optionally

take a pronoun instead of an NP.

This revised rule accounts for all’of the occurrences of participant reference in the

S2 context.

5.3.1.3 Subject is non-subject in previous clause (S3 context)

The S3 context/iS'defined as a referent which is the subject in the current clause and
is in a non-subjectuelation other than addressee in the previous clause. An analysis
of the S3 context shows that finding a default coding for this category is difficult due

to the varied results shown in Table 24 below.
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Table 24: Distribution of S3 category

Big Snake | Big Snake | Seven | Buyeang | Grandfather Wwild
S-I-L S-I-L Orphans Fish Ghost Buffalo Ear
episode 1 episode 2 10 21 12 occurrences 9 occurrences
12 10 occurrences | occurrences
occurrences | occurrences
o 8.33% 30.00%" | 20.00% | 4.80% 8.33% 0.00%
PRO 8.33% 50.00%° | 20.00% | 19.00% 38.33% 55.55%
Cls_P 8.33% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 11.11%
NP 75.00% 20.00% | 60.00% | 76.20% 33.33% 33.33%

Osborne (2009:100) argues that the default codingfis a‘prenoun. Bequette (2008:96)
does not find a default coding for the S3 context/ Since the S3 context by definition
is a subject that is different from the preceding subject, one would expect more
coding rather than less coding. One would not expect to find referents to receive a
zero coding in this environment. Thus a closer examination of possible motivations

for a zero coding are in order.

In the second episode of The Big Snake-S-I-L narrative, three out of the ten S3
occurrences are coded zero. The first oeeurrence happens at the beginning of the
episode at a major break where the'referents are introduced in the non-subject slot

of a presentational phrase as sgen in example (103) below.

(103) The Big_Snake.078’

thaw a.tfujh thaw en

speak about grandmother old grandfather old

waw t?  a.jea? muaj donp @

again one house 3P
bumn kom ‘kamul muaj na?

have childmfemale unmarried one Clf_person

Now wemwill talk about an old man and old woman of another family. They

have/ongauunmarried daughter.

One could argue that line 078 in example (103) above are not two separate
independent clauses but a presentational clause with an unmarked relative clause. 1f

that is the case, then the correct translation would be, “Now we will talk about an

” Due to the analysis that follows, this will be modified to 10%.

® Due to the following analysis, this will be modified to 70%.

® This is the same as example (96) except that it is given an alternate interpretation as two
separate clauses with a zero subject reference in the second clause.
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old man and old woman of another family who had one unmarried daughter.” If
this hypothesis is correct, then the zero reference above does not fall in the S3
category as it is not an independent clause. The next line as seen in example (104)

would fall into the S3 category and have the expected coding of a pronoun.

(104) The_Big_Snake.079

alaj ja? burn patiam  pen kutf"an hwk kur  kan

3p want have son-in-law be  snake big  same RECIP

They wanted to have a son-in-law who was a big snake just the same (as the

family we just talked about.)

The result of this examination is the hypothesis that zero coding in an S3 may signal
that the clause is not independent but dependent. When le@king at the second case
of S3 zero coding in The Big Snake S-1-L narrative, the,same phenomena occurs. The
previous clause introduces the participants in the nhongsubject slot of a presentational
clause. The next clause seems to be independent, bjtt could be a dependent relative
clause. Since the referring expression is zero, it can'hé hypothesized that the clause
is a dependent relative clause. The free translation of example (105) assumes that
the clause of line 121 is dependent. If the‘elause were independent, line 121 would

be translated as “They farmed in the mountains.”

(105) The_Big _Snake.120 and 124

waw ta? ba na? sem aj ¥it nap p? ra.kon
speak come two. Clf person younger older live with grandfather man
muaj na? @/ Nta? t'raj vt  nap koh

one Clf person 3P do) field LOC on mountain

Now we will talk abott two brothers, a younger and an older, who lived with their

grandfather and who farmed in the mountains.

This third case of zero coding in the S3 environment is also atypical. The referent is
a pumpkin plant which buds very quickly after the tip is picked off for food. Line
162 contains two'elauses with both an old woman and a pumpkin plant coded as
zero. In 162a (“When she had picked off the end of the pumpkin plant”) the subject
is the old woman (S4 class) and the object is the pumpkin plant. Then in 162b (“by
the next morning it had bud again”), the subject is the pumpkin plant coded with

zero. This is shown in example (106) below.
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(106) The_Big _Snake.162

pr @ kit @ abw aruwp tu @ bac en
when she pick.off it  evening morning PST it  bud again

When she picked the tip of the vine in the evening, by the next morning, the
vine had bud again.

Wwith this case, the hypothesis is made that a zero reference in an S3 environment is

motivated by the previous referent in a non-subject slot being alsq zero reference.
With this is mind, the following rule for the S3 context is proposed:
Rule for S3 Context

When the referent is in a non-subject relation other
than addressee in the previous clause (S3), the default
encoding is a pronoun. When the referentdn the
previous non-subject relation is cgded with a zero, then
the referent in the S3 context willtalso pe coded with a
zero. Minor or peripheral participants will be coded
with a NP.

This rule accounts for 80% of the 60 participant reference occurrences in the S3
context. The exceptions are due to ovet-coding the participants to promote salience
or to differentiate the pafticipants as'will be discussed in section 5.4.1. Along with
over-coding, exceptions also seeri’'tg be motivated by unique grammatical

constructions in the previous seatence which necessitate more coding.

53.1.4 Not mentioned,in previous clause (54)

The S4 context is defirfed as a)feferent which is the subject in the current clause and
which was not mentiofied¥in the previous independent clause. The distribution of the

S4 context is shown in Table 25 below.
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Table 25: Distribution of $4 category

Big Snake | Big Snake | Seven |Buyeang| Grandfathe wild
S-I-L S-I-L Orphans| Fish r Ghost |Buffalo Ear
episode 1 | episode 2 72 25 40 occurrences 47
28 occurrences 28 occurrences | occurrences occurrences occurrences
[0} 17.80% 25.00% 9.80% |4.00% [5.00% 0.00%
PRO  10.00% 7.10% 2.80% 120.00% |10.00% 21.00%
Cif_ P 0.00% 10.70% 560% |0.00% 0.00% 2.00%
NP 182.20% 57.20% 81.80% |76.00%™|85.00% 77.00%

This table shows that the default coding of the S4 epvironmeént is NP. Since the 5S4
environment is non-contiguous with the preceding elatise, one would expect more
coding so that the listener would have the necegsaty information to create a mental
image of the new participant. One would not expeeto find zero coding in the S4

environment.

Both episodes of the Big Snake S-I-L naryative show a higher percentage of zero
coding than the other narratives. One reason for the higher percentage is that
sometimes the referent is a combination.of the previous subject and object referents.
This is illustrated in example (107) in which the preceding clause contains a. tfujh
thaw 'grandfather old' in the subject Slet’of line 007 and m.pgj 'wife' in a non-subject
slot. In line 009 they come together as the subject of the verb tfuaj? 'search' and are
encoded with a zero. Note that the speech quote in line 008 was not included in the

example.

(107) The_Big_Snake _S-I-L1007

a.tfujh thaw’ waw kap m.paj paj

grandfatheryold speak with wife C
The gld\grandfather said to his wife, “...”
The_Big_Smake_S-1-L.009

muaj kal
Clf tree '

7] tfuaj? no? tfin ton pa? t? kal jpo?

" they search mango ripe until go come tree mango one
They searched for the ripe mangoes until they came to one particular mango tree.

Bequette (2008:103) makes the observation that when a participant is encoded as

zero in an S4 environment, the participant is already active in the scene. She states
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that “relational givenness will often enable the listener to correctly identify who the

referent is when the referring expression gives little information.”

Based on the data and the observation about zero reference, a tentative rule is

proposed for the S4 context as follows:
Tentative Rule for S4 context:

Where the referent is not mentioned at all in the
preceding clause (S4), the default encoding is an NR. If
the referent is a combination of the subject ané-non-
subject referents of the previous clause, the default

encoding is zero.

An example of this rule is shown in (108) where there'isqd shift in focus from the
younger brother mentioned in line 005 to the aj 'old€fbrother' reintroduced in line
006 with a kinship NP.

(108) The_Buyeang_Fish.006

aj pen kuagj - otw 2
older be person NEG good

The older brother was not a good person.

Sometimes a pronoun is used in the/S4 context when the referent is a central or
major participant. The younger brother who is the central participant of The
Buyeang Fish narrative is encoded fourtimes exclusively with a pronoun in the S4
environment. An example of this|is shown in (109). Note that the younger brother

was not mentioned in lines 043 on044.

(109) The_Buyeang_Fish:045

an lyj tajah pa? em tfon t? kruayp muaj kruay

3S so walk go) again until come city one Clf_city

So the younger brother went on again until he came to a city.

Osborne (2009:104) states that “where there is no ambiguity, a pronoun is used.”
The younger brother is so salient in the Buyeang narrative that he is encoded with a
pronoun on 12 occasions in all of the $1-S4 environments. The only other
participant encoded with a pronoun was the witch who receives one pronoun in the
S4 environment and three in the S1 environment. Thus we observe that using a

pronoun in the S4 context highlights the salience of that participant.

Thus the rule for the S4 context can be modified as such:
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Tentative Rule for S4 context:

Where the referent is not mentioned at all in the
preceding clause (S4), the default encoding is an NP. If
the referent is a combination of the subject and non-
subject referents of the previous clause, the default
encoding is zero. If the referent is a central
character or a local VIP, it may be encoded with a
pronoun. A classifier phase may be used instead of

a pronoun.

This rule accounts for 226 of the 240 participant referenge,occurrences in the S4
environment. The exceptions to the rule consist of eight 6ccurrences where
participants receive a zero coding. These are considered a_case of under-coding and
function to lessen the salience of the participant. The other exceptions to the rule
were six occurrences where the participants weré codedywith a classifier phrase at a
boundary in the text. This is a case of over-codingéwhich serves to mark the text

boundary.

5.3.2 Non-subject reference patterns

The following is an analysis of non-subject reference patterns with charts showing
the frequency of the various kinds of encoding used. Using this data, rules are

proposed for default encoding patternssof non-subject references.

Note that in the N1, N3 and N4 contexts a new referential coding category, Verbal
Particle (V_Prt), is introduced. It isfobserved that the verbal particle kan RECIP' is
used only with plural participants and signals that the object is the same as the
subject in the same clatuse. The'use of kan after a verb is analogous to verbal
inflection in that it sighals*a,plurality which points back to a plural subject. When
kan is used, the object slot only takes a @ reference. One could argue that it is in fact
a @ coding, yet the méntal construal of plurality caused by kan argues that this
construction ista new class of coding. This coding is more prevalent in the N3 and

N4 contexts. An example of kan is found in (110) below.

(110) The_Big_Snake S-1-L.178

ba: na? m.pe? komn lyj ra.moh kan

two CIf person mother child so meet RECIP

So both the mother and child were reunited with each other.
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53.2.1 Same non-subject relation as previous clause (N1)

The N1 context is defined as a referent in a non-subject role which occurred in a
non-subject role in the preceding independent clause. An initial observation of Table
26 shows that the default coding of the N1 environment is somewhat ambiguous. It
is observed that in both episodes of The Big Snake S-I-L. and The Seven Orphans that
@ coding is 50% or less. The Buyeang Fish, Grandfather Ghost and Wild Buffalo Ear

are coded as © in the N1 context between 60% and 80%.

The distribution of the N1 context is shown in Table 26 below-

Table 26: Distribution of N1 category

Big Snake | Big Snake | Seven |Buyeahg/sGrandfather Wwild
S-I-L S-I-L Orphans Fish Ghost Buffalo

Episode 1 Episode 2 16 36 9 occurrences Ear

! 8 occurrences | 16 occurrences occurrences | peygreRcEs 10
occurrences

o 50.00% 37.50% 50.00%mm;61.10% 77.80% 60.00%
Verb Prt {0.00% 6.20% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
PRO  10.00% 37.50% 0.00% |16.60% [22.20% 0.00%
Cis_P 10.00% 0.00% 0.00% 10.00% 0.00% 0.00%

NP 150.00% |18.80% 50.00% [22.30% |0.00% 40.00%

While the percentages are_not conclusive, one expects a default coding of @ in the

N1 environment as it is by definition contiguous with the preceding clause. The

hypothesis of @ as the default coding is further supported by the Bunong (Bequette

2008:105) and Kmhmu' data’ (Osborne 2009:106). While Osborne argues that minor

and peripheral participants are coded with an NP in the N1 context, the texts

analyzed for this papér do not indicate that this is so in Bru KS. Rather, the high

percentage of PRO and NP references are due to text boundaries, highlighting a

particular participant or prop, or possibly a VIP coding strategy. Four examples of @

coding in the N1 context are shown in (111) below.
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(111) The_Buyeang_Fish.036

an a.jo? @ byj tluaj @ it sila: bua ajom @  pa? pa.tah
3S pity fish so help fish take leaf lotus wrap fish go free

@ vt mpe? da? hwk
fish LOC mother water big

He pitied the fish and so helped the fish by taking a lotus leaf and wrapping the

fish up and then setting the fish free in a large river.
Based on the data, a tentative rule is proposed for the N1 context as follows:
Tentative Rule for N1 context:

Where the referent is mentioned in the same non-
subject role in the preceding clause (N1), the default
encoding is @. If the N1 reference igiat astext boundary
or if a VIP strategy is being used,/PRO coding may be
employed.

The rule will now be tested for validity using the\Buyeang Fish narrative. In this
narrative, 22 of the 35 N1 references arefencoded with @ (62.86%). This data

supports the rule.

All 6 occurrences of PRO encoding (17:34%) in the N1 context referred to sem
'younger brother' who was the central participant of this narrative. This data

supports the tentative rule as a VIP strategy is being used to encode this participant.

There were 6 occurrences of kinship NP (NP[kin]) encoding (17.14%) in the N1
context. Two of those occurrencesjoccurred at the beginning of a thematic paragraph
just after a text boundary. Two of the occurrences occurred at the end of a thematic
paragraph and were in"a summary statement using the resultative conjunction lyyj
'so/therefore.’ Two occurrémces do not follow the rule and are considered to be cases
of over-coding which will be discussed in section 5.5.2 below. An example of this

NP[kin] coding in a'summary statement at a text boundary is found in (112) below.

(112) Thé_Buyeang_Fish.010

@ v kwt a-tfit sem
he so think CAUS-die younger

So he (older brother) planned to kill the younger brother.

There was one occurrence of NP coding (2.85%) in the N1 context. The participants

coded by the NP are t"a.han 'soldiers', and the reference is not at a boundary marker
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nor is there a VIP strategy for this group of minor participants. Neither is this a case
of over-coding as they are not salient in any way. Thus the rule needs to be modified

as such:
Modified Rule for N1 context:

Where the referent is mentioned in the same non-
subject role in the preceding clause (N1), the default
encoding is @. If the N1 reference is at a text boundary
or if a VIP strategy is being used, PRO coding may be
employed. If the referent is a minor or peripheral

participant, then an NP may be used.

To further test this rule, the NP coding of the first episodesof, The Big Snake S-I-L is
examined. There are four occurrences of NP coding in the-N1 context which is 50%
of all occurrences. Two of the NPs are NP[kin]. Onéiis a summary statement before a
boundary following the same structure of example 112). The other NP[kin] is a case
of over-coding in the climax of the narrative. The 6thér two NP occurrences are of a
minor participant and a prop. Thus the modified\rule has been applicable to three of

the four occurrences.

Out of the 95 occurrences of participant réference in the N1 context, there were six
exceptions to the rule where a majoy pasticipant was coded with an NP to heighten
the salience of that participant. Thus the,rule was applicable to 94% of the

occurrences in the N1 context.

5.3.2.2 Addressee was speaker in previous clause (N2)

The N2 context is defined as\a referent who is an addressee in the current clause and
who was the speaker in a previous clause. The data in Table 27 below shows that
the default coding in the N2'context is @. This claim is supported by the statistic that
90.4% of the 73 oCcurrences in the N2 context are coded as @. The Seven Orphans
narrative stands out with its 44 occurrences and its uniform 100% null coding. This
high percentagesof @ reference is due to the fact that the participant who was the
speaker in the previous clause is already active. Thus, that same participant as the

addressee does not need to be made explicit and rarely is.
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Table 27: Distribution of N2 category

Big Snake | Big Snake | Seven |Buyeang | Grandfather wild
S-I-L S-1-L, Orphans Fish Ghost Buffalo Ear
Episode 1 | Episode 2 44 10 6 occurrences 6 occurrences
2 occurrences | 5 occurrences oceurrences | occurrences
0] 50.00% 100.00% {100.00% |80.00% [66.67% 66.67%
Verb Prt | 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
PRO |0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 20.00% |33.33% 33.33%
Cls_P |0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0:00% 0.00%
NP 150.00% |0.00%% [0.00% |0.00% ) [0.00% 0.00%
NP [kin] |0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0/00% 0.00% 0.00%

A prototypical conversation is shown in example (113) below. In line 34, the kon

'children' are the addressees in an N4 context'andha coded with an NP[kin]. The

quote formula is made explicit in line 34"alse. In line 35, m.poa 'father' is the

addressee, and he along with the quote forfnula is elided. The speaker, kom muaj na?
'child one person' is coded with an NP[kin] + CIfP. Then in lines 36, 37 and 38 both

the speaker and addressee, along with the quote formula are elided.
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(113) Seven_Orphans.034

pMr ta?  sak  mpoa atvy kon paj tfuaj? simuc hwk hwk

when come forest father say child C search vine Dbig big

do:

PRT request

When they arrived at the forest the father told the childreny “Search for a very
big vine.”

Seven_Orphans.035

kon muaj na? (] o m.poa m.poa; naj Sifmur hwk ala
child one Clf person said father father father heére_ vine big very
One child (said to the father): "Father, father, here is a/root that is very big."
Seven_Orphans.036

0] o 0 mah  le?

father ask child equal how

(The father asked the child,) “How big?”

Seven_Orphans.037

0] D 0 mah p/kon

child tell father equal arm

(The child said to the father,) “As big as an arm.”

Seven_Orphans.038

4] 2 1) b Mk vt kuj? nap
father said child \NEG big still small still

(The father said toathe child,) “It's not big, still too small.”
Based on the data,“a=tentative rule is proposed for the N2 context as follows:
Téntative Rule for N2 context:

Whete the referent is the addressee in the current
clause and the speaker in the previous clause (N2), the
default encoding is @. If a VIP strategy is being used,
then PRO coding may be used with the VIP participant.

The rule will be tested for validity by looking at the N2 occurrences which are coded

with more than @. There are two N2 occurrences of pronouns in The Buyeang Fish
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narrative referencing sexm 'younger brother' who is a global VIP. There are two N2
occurrences of pronouns in The Grandfather Ghost narrative where the third person
plural pronoun a.lgj refers to a group of ghost friends. They are local VIPs and as
such may take a pronoun in the N2 context. The N2 pronouns used in The Wild

Buffalo Ear are also explained with VIP coding.

Finally, the lone occurrence of an NP in the N2 context in the first episode of The
Big Snake S-I-L is examined. The NP ku.tf"an 'snake’ is a minor character with no VIP
coding evident. Without further examples, it is difficult to deteérmine what motivates
this coding. The Kmhmu' data (Osborne 2008:105) shows that in the N1 context,
minor and peripheral participants may take an NP coding in the N2 context. Since
the N1 context is similar in activation status to the N2 contexXt(Kmhmu' had no data
for this category), the following modification is proposedas a hypothesis to account

for the variant NP coding. The modified rule is as féllows:
Modified Rule for N2 context:

Where the referent is the addressee in the Current clause and
the speaker in the previous clause (N2), the default encoding
is @. If a VIP strategy is beinglused, then PRO coding may be
used with the VIP participaat. A'minor or peripheral

participant may be coded witl»a NP.

This rule accounts for all 73 occurrénees irv'the N3 context.

5.3.2.3 Non-subject is in a different non-subject role from previous clause (N3)

The N3 context is defined as a nonssubject referent who is involved in the previous
independent clause but in adifferent role. All participants in the N3 context are
similar in that they are/active ‘due to their mention in the previous clause. They
differ in the various roles‘they may play in the previous clause. The possible roles in
the previous clause are: subject role, object 1 role, object 2 role. Also, involvement

in a relative clause was accepted as a non-subject role for the N3 context.

The data in Table 28 below shows @ coding for a higher percentage of occurrences
than any other category except for the Buyeang Fish narrative. As we have already
seen, the Buyeang Fish narrative is using a VIP strategy for sem 'younger brother'

who is the central participant. \All eight occurrences of pronoun coding refer to sem

'younger brother'.
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Table 28: Distribution of N3 category

Big Snake | Big Snake| Seven | Buyeang | Grandfathe wild
S-I-L S-1I-L Orphans Fish r Ghost |Buffalo Ear
Episode 1 | Episode 2 14 12 15 occurrences | 11 occurrences
10 17 occurrences occurrences
occurrences occurrences
0 40.00% 35.29% 71.40% |25.00% 53.33% 55.56%
Verb Prt |0.00% 29.41% 0.00% 8.33% 6.67% 22.22%
PRO  110.00% |5.88% 7.15%  166.67% |26.67% 33.33%
Cls. P |0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0,00% 0.00%
NP 110.00% |17.65% [14.30% |0.00% 0.00% 11.11%
NP [kin] | 40.00% 11.77% 0.00% 0.00% 13.33% 11.11%
NP + CIfP | 0.00% 0.00% 7.15% 0:00% 0.00% 0.00%

Based on the data, a tentative rule is proposedifor the N3 context as follows:

Tentative Rule for N3"context:

Where the non-subject referent is involved in a

different non-subject rele’in the previous clause (N3),

the default encoding is @. If a VIP strategy is being
used, then PRO coding may be used with the VIP

participant.

The rule will be tested for validity by looking at the N3 occurrences in The Big

Snake S-I-L narrative/whichyare coded with more than @. There is one N3 occurrence

of a pronoun referencing to sezm a.lth 'youngest younger sister' who is a local VIP.

There is one N3 occurfence of a NP which refers to the tfom 'bird’ who is a minor

participant. This is analogous to the snake examined in section 5.4.2.2 above, who is

also a minor participant coded with an NP. Thus the rule should be modified to

allow NP coding for minor and peripheral participants.

Finally, there were four N3 occurrences coded with a kinship term (NP[kin]). It

seems that only motivation for this over-coding is that these participants are being

promoted to a more salient state. Two of these NP[kin] occurrences refer to kan

'children' as they are addressed in adjacent independent clauses with the warning of
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what will happen if they eat the big snake's mangoes. The repetition and over-coding
promote the salience of the warning. The third occurrence of NP[kin] occurs as the
sem a.lah 'youngest younger sister, who is a major participant is coded as m.paj
'wife' for the first time. This transition is highlighted with over-coding in the N3

context.

The final NP[kin] occurrence happens when the m.pe? 'mother' discovers that her
son-in-law is a man and not a snake. She is a minor character and this over-coding

increases the salience of the revelation.
With this analysis, a modified rule for the N3 context is propesed as such:
Tentative Rule for N3 context:

Where the non-subject referent is involved in asdifferent
non-subject role in the previous clause (N3), the-default
encoding is @. If a VIP strategy is beingused, then PRO
coding may be used with the VIP participant.’A minor or
peripheral participant may be codediwith a NP. A
kinship term may be used to heighten the salience of the

participant or the situation.

This rule accounts for all 79 occurrences-of participant reference in the N3 context.

5.3.2.4 Other non-subject referenees (N4)

The N4 context is defined as the non-stibject referent is not mentioned in the
previous clause. The referring/expression in this environment must activate a
representation of the participant and so necessitates more coding. The default coding
for the N4 context is some form of NP. In Table 29 all the different types of NPs are
listed. No one particulafi\type ¢an be said to be the default at this stage of the

analysis.
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Table 29: Distribution of N4 category

Big Snake | Big Snake | Seven |Buyeang |Grandfathe Wwild
S-I-L S-I-L Orphans| Fish r Ghost | Buffalo Ear
Episode 1 | Episode 2 114 48 58 occurrences 63
36 occurrences | 67 occurrences occurrences | occurrences occurrences
[0) 0.00% 14.93% 9.60% 8.33% 5.17% 4.69%
| Verb Prt 0.00% 7.46% 10.50% 0.00% 3.45% 1.56%
ClfP 2.77% 1.49% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
PRO 0.00% 7.46% 2.60% | 6.25% i 18.97% 3.12%
NP
NP+CIfP | 0.00% 4.47% | 5.30% |/ 2)08% 3.45% 6.25%
NP + 8.34% 2.98% 4.40% 0.00% 5.17% 1.56%
RelC
NP+ 2.77% 0.00% 0:00% 2.08% 0.00% 0.00%
POSS
NP + 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1.72% 3.13%
DEM
NP [kin] 27.78% 23.88% 15.80% | 25.00% 13.79% 17.18%
NP [kin] 8.34% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
+ CIfP
NP [kin] 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1.72% 0.00%
+POSS
NP [kin] 0L00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1.72% 0.00%
+RelC
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The tentative rule for the N4 context is:
Tentative Rule for N4 Context:

For a participant in a non-subject role that was not
mentioned in the previous clause the default coding is
NP.

An example of the default rule is shown in example (114). In line 005 of the Wild
Buffalo Ear, the NP tran sak 'animal forest' is in the N4 context as it is mentioned for
the first time as the object of the verbs pa? pan 'go shoot'. Inine 006 of the Wild
Buffalo Ear, the NP si.pur muaj to: 'wild buffalo one clf animalis mentioned for the
first time as the object of the verb pan 'shoot'. In this case;sthe NP includes a
classifier phrase which embodies the buffalo as an actftal animal as opposed to the

hypothetical/possible animal mentioned in line 005,
(114) The_Wild_Buffalo_Ear.005

alaj pa? pan tran sak vt nigkoh

3P go shoot animal forest LOC on  mountain

They went to hunt wild animals ofithe forest located in the mountains.
The Wild_Buffalo_Ear.006

alaj pan bwm sipwr muaj to:

3P shoot able buffale.wild one Clf animal

They were able to shootya wild buffalo.

While NP is the default encodinguin the N4 context by a large majority, occurrences
of zero coding also occur in @/minority of instances and need to be examined. In the
second episode of the Big Snake S-I-L there are ten occurreﬁces of zero reference in
the N4 context. Twofofithe six occurrences happen during the account of the big
snake swallowing the daughter. This event is described in three cycles in which the
snake progressively\swallows more of the daughter. Thus in episodes two and three,
the daughter i§ the object of the verb hum 'swallow' and is coded with a zero as

shown in exampleés115).

(115) The_Big_Snake_S-1-L.100

ph: mahoj? kutffan huk ka?  hum 1) ta? g.kim

when moment snake  big so  swallow daughter come waist

In a moment, the big snake swallowed (her) up to the waist.
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Another instance of zero coding in the N4 context is when two brothers rescue the
daughter by cutting her out of ku.tffan 'snake'. The snake is the object of the verb
tre:h 'cut open' in three instances. In the first instance, the snake is in the N3 context
and coded with a zero. In the second and third instances, the snake is in the N4
context and is coded each time with a zero. The verb trezh 'cut open' can take an
explicit object. This seems to be a case of under-coding which will be discussed in
section 5.4.4 below. An example of this under-coding is shown in example (116)

below.

(116) The_Big_Snake_S-I-L.130

phr weh ] pa? bi?  bi? ka? huim_ kPer kwj?

when cut.open snake go little little then se€e  bowl small
When they had cut the snake open a little bit, they saw a small bowl.

Zero coding seems to be motivated by textual pattern§ where there is no ambiguity.
Cyclical accounts remove ambiguity after the fitst eycle. Some verbs are so
associated with their object that the object dées notineed to be explicitly statedas in
tre:h 'cut.open’ which is only used when butehering animals. Once the animal in
question has been activated, it does not need to be maintained with PRO of NP
coding.

Pronoun coding is also in the minority of.the N4 context and needs to be analyzed.
The Grandfather Ghost narrative has a particularly high rate of PRO encoding in the
N4 context at 19%. This is most likely*€aused by the VIP encoding strategy used in

this narrative. The grandchild is'the central participant and is marked as such

through pronouns. An example ofythis VIP coding is shown in example (117) below.

(117) The_Grandfather_Ghost.027
ph: mahy? w? ka? pea an muwt tfo? vil
when moment grandfathe so bring 3S enter in village

Just then, thé grandfather brought him into the village.

This same PROycoding phenomena in the N4 context also occurs in the second
episode of the Big Snake S-1-L with the swallowed daughter coded as a local VIP and
in the Buyeang Fish narrative where the younger brother is a global VIP coded
heavily with PRO.

With these observations of zero coding and pronoun coding in mind, the revised rule

for the N4 context is:
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Revised Rule for N4 Context

For a participant in a non-subject role that was not
mentioned in the previous clause the default coding is NP.
When there is no ambiguity in the context, zero coding
may be used. Where a VIP strategy is employed, a

pronoun is used.

In conclusion, NP and PRO encoding are considered the default éncoding in the N4
context. Zero coding is the exception to the rule, though somefmetivation for these
exceptions have been given. Out of the 386 occurrences of participant reference in
the N4 context, 30 occurrences are considered to be exceptions,encoded with zero.
Thus 92% of the N4 participant reference concurrences,follow, the pattern expressed
in the Revised Rule for the N4 Context.

5.4 Non-default encoding patterns

The charts above show that participant identificatien coding generally follows the
proposed rules. When participant coding dges nat follow the rules, the deviation
points to some external motivation. The féllowing sections will analyze these

deviations and posit motivations for them,

5.4.1 More than default encoding for subject contexts

The distribution of coding in the S1 context in Table 22 shows that the Wild Buffalo
Ear narrative has a high percgntage of more than default coding, with 47% coded as
PRO and 18% coded as NP. The extensive use of pronouns might be motivated by
the need to disambiguate threg major participants that are often on stage together
and who have close to équal ranking. There are also many changes of time and
location in this narrativeswhich create disruptions in the text which may motivate

pronoun encoding.

The theory that more(than default encoding promotes salience in the narrative is
difficult to suppert in this instance as non default coding is so extensive that it loses
the salience promoting power of more economical use. Even in cases where kinship
nouns are used, they serve to differentiate the participants at boundaries rather than

to promote their salience.

When examining a more prototypically encoded narrative such as the Buyeang Fish,
one finds that more than default encoding does promote salience. In the peak of the

narrative in lines 106 through 110, the witch is the subject of each S1 clause. In 106

110



she is over-coded with the NP m.pe? si.muwt 'witch'. In line 107 she is over-coded with
a pronoun. In line 107 there are four zero encodings which deemphasize the witch
which in turn emphasizes the act of looking. Then in line 108, the witch and her
anger are again emphasized by using a pronoun when a zero could have been used.
Finally, in line 110, the witch's final act of throwing her magic mirror and magic

wand away is emphasized with a pronoun. This is shown in example (118) below.
(118) The_Buyeang Fish.106
m.pe? simuw:t reaj paleaj?
witch angry very
The witch became very angry.
The Buyeang Fish.107

anpgg Ha @ pep oen @ pfp L@ ey en
3S watch PST witch watch again witch pwatchyPST witch watch again

7] ka? & hum sem Iy;j

witch so NEG see younger at.all

She looked and then (she) looked/again, (she) looked and then (she) looked
again, but (she) did not see the younger brother at all.

The_Buyeang Fish.108

an reaj pa.leqj?

3S angry very much

She was very angry.

The_Buyeang_Fish. 109

7] kwt p@j tfildy wiset kap aloap wiset ta  wiset nay
witch thinkiGes\mirror magic and stem magic NEG magic still
(She) thotlightsthat the magic mirror and the magic wand were not magic any
more.

The_Buyeang Fish.110

an lyj takel tfilay kap aloay

3S so throw mirror and stem

So she threw the mirror and the wand.

These examples show that more than default encoding has two main motivations.

The first is to differentiate central participants when there may be ambiguity. The
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second motivation is to make the participant or the actions/emotions of the

participant stand out as more salient.

5.4.2 More than default encoding for non-subject contexts

More than default encoding for non-subject contexts follows the same pattern as
subject contexts which is that over-coding is motivated by the need to make
participants unambiguous and to highlight their salience. An example of over-coding
to promote salience is shown in example (119) below. In line/009 ofythe Buyeang
Fish, the sem ‘younger brother' receives the default coding 6fNP in the N4 context.
Lines 010 and 011 also code sem with a NP even thoughshey are in the N1 context
which should take a zero. It is hypothesized that this over-coding highlights the
younger brother's importance in the ﬁarrative as it is the instigating event in the plot

line of the narrative.

(119) The_Buyeang_Fish.009

g.koh m.poa a.ja? kruan om s&m

afraid father offer_up city for /younger

(He) was afraid the his father would give the city to the younger brother.
The_Buyeang_Fish.010

lyj Jut a-fit sexm

so  think CAUS-die younger

So he thought about killing the younger brother.

The_Buyeang Fish.011

muaj sinaj by pea  semm pA? pan tran sak

one day sq invite younger go shoot animal forest

So one day he invited the younger brother to go shoot wild animals.

5.4.3 Less/than default encoding for subject contexts

Less than default encoding for subject contexts occurs in the S3 and S4 contexts
where the default is pronoun or NP encoding. It was found that under-coding with
zero only occurs where there is no ambiguity. In the rare case where there is
ambiguity, the under-coded participant was being demoted in salience. In example
(120) below, the a.jea? t"aw 'grandmother old' is the subject and is coded in line 007
with a NP (default) in the S4 context. In line 008, the subject of the verb invite is
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'they' which is coded as a zero (under-coded) in the S4 context. We know that the
subject is 'they' because the reciprocal verbal particle kan must have a plural subject.
Then in line 009, the old grandmother is again the subject coded with a zero (under-
coded) in the S4 context. This under-coding in line 009 is very ambiguous to the
non-native speaker. One wonders if the subject is the old man and old woman, or
just the wife. The proof that it is just the wife comes in the speech quote of 011
where the speaker says, “Please let me (not us) have children like these crabs.” It
would seem that the under-coding of the subject in lines 008 and '009 indicate that
the storyteller is not as concerned with differentiating the subject, but with
explaining the situation and describing the actions which makeup the back ground

of the narrative.

(120) Seven_Orphans.007

muaj sidaw a.jea? taw  waw A kap=sva jak paj ja?  bwmn

one night grandmother old  spedk with’ husband C  want have

kom burn tlaw kur  kanea, algj

child have grandchild same friend \3P

One night, the old grandmother gaid to her husband, “I want to have children, |

want to have grandchildren just dike myaftiends have.”

Seven_Orphans.008

pho: ta? a.rulp 4] pea kan  pa? pic ariay

when come morning they™invite RECIP go dig crab

When morning camefithey [old man and old woman] decided to go dig up crabs.

Seven_Orphans.009

@  hwm komn ariap paleqj? @  kar lyj kwt  ja? burn  kom

she see ,hildycrab many  she then so think want have child

m.ple? a.rian
like crab

The grandmother saw many little crabs and so she decided that she wanted to

have children just like the crabs.

Seven_Orphans.010

@ lyj kakuh to? malm sck kon kap tlew.da

she so kneel to sky request child with angel

So she knelt to the sky and requested children from the angels.

113



5.4.4 Less than default encoding for non-subject contexts

Less than default encoding for non-subject contexts occurred much less frequently
than under-coding in subject contexts. It was generally motivated by no need to
disambiguate the participants. In all the cases of under-coding in non-subject
contexts, the participants were not ambiguous due to a cultural schema which
dictated a particular participant or due to the cyclical nature of the text which
caused the participant to be anticipated. Osborne (2009:143) finds in Kmhmu' that
less than default encoding signals a peak in the narrative, this'was not found to be

the case in Bru KS narratives.

5.5  Summary

Participant identification patterns of Bru KS follow both a sequential and VIP
strategy. When a sequential strategy is used, participants are identified according to
their context and their rank. Lower ranking participants such a minor and peripheral
participants receive more coding material then\central and major participants. The

default coding for central and major participantssis shown in Table 30 below.

Table 30: Default coding for central and major participants

S1/N1 S2/N2 S3/N3 S4/N4

Central and o /0 @ /9D PRO/O NP/NP
Major
participant

Coding

Minor and PRO,\NP/ & D/ 0 NP/® NP/NP

Peripheral

participant
Coding

While default éneoding is the norm, factors such as highlighting a participant's
salience, text boundaries, cultural schema and peak markings will motivate over-

coding or under-coding.
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