Chapter 3

Referring expressions

Chapter 2 gave an introduction to Bru KS phonology and grammar. This chapter
examines the concept of reference, i.e. how speakers of a language linguigtically
signal who or what is being referred to in the text-internal woxld. Lambrecht
(1994:38) states that speakers must create a representation for the addressee
when referring to an entity or proposition. The linguiStic forms that create and
maintain representations are called referring expressions., This study defines
referring expressions as any linguistic form used by a speaker to communicate to

the hearer the identity of a referent.

Referring expressions may be noun phrases, pronouns, subordinate clauses and
adverbial phrases (Lambrecht 1994:75).( Thewspeaker's choice of what referring
expression to use to create and maintain representations depends upon the
speaker's construal of what is already in the mind of the addressee and how
accessible the representation is. Thus disgourse level considerations are one of
the criteria that motivate the choice of Teferring expressions, under the
assumption that “discourse-level” considerations entails information about the

belief state of the addressees.

The following sections analyzé¢ Bru KS narrative discourse in order to define
what discourse level phenomena are signaled by various referring expressions.
Before this analysis, a review of some of the theories used to analyze referring
expressions is givenwThen a presentation of the discourse functions of modified
NP's, simple NPs, the‘use of proper nouns and kin terms, pronouns, classifier

phrases, demonstratives and zero anaphora is given.

3.1 Literature review

In her study of Kmhmu', Osborne (2009:41) finds that “both grammatical and
discourse-pragmatic factors govern the use of referring expressions.” She lists

individuation and specificity of nouns as the grammatical factors; and referent



identifiability, activation status and thematic salience as the discourse-pragmatic

factors.

3.1.1 Individuation and specificity

Rijkhoff (2002:28) argues that typologically, the world's languages generally employ
one of four possible noun types to individuate specific entities. His four possible etic
noun types are: singular object nouns, set nouns, sort nouns and general nouns. Bru
KS (along with Kmhmu', Mandarin, Thai and Burmese) generdlly usejSort nouns; sort
nouns are not marked for number, they refer to concepts, andsthey require a
classifier in the NP to individuate a specific entity, i.e. toSeparate an individual from
the generic group/concept. Individuation of Bru KS nouns is realized by using proper

nouns, possessors, classifier phrases and demonstratives.

Specificity is a semantic distinction related to identifiability (discussed below) in
which referents of an indefinite NP, e.g. 'a book’ may be specific or non-specific.
Lambrecht (1994:80-81) explains that:

One way of describing the speeifie/non-specific
distinction in pragmatic terms,is to say that a “specific
indefinite NP” is one whose referent is identifiable to
the speaker but not to thesaddressee, while a “non-
specific indefinite NP” is ‘one whose referent neither
the speaker nor the addreSsee can identify at the time

of the utterancg.

3.1.2 Identifiability, activation status and thematic salience

Identifiability is the term\Lambrecht (1994:77) uses to express the process whereby
a speaker creates a representation of an entity (a referent) in the mind of an
addressee by means 6fjlinguistic description. The creation of this representation is
like creating a new file in the mind which can be opened for additional information,
and closed but available when not in immediate use. If a representation/file for a
referent is assumed by the speaker to be in the mind of the addressee, that entity is

assumed to be identifiable and can be pointed to using linguistic devices.

Givén (2001b:254) notes that “the topicality of clausal arguments in connected
discourse involves two aspects of referential coherence....” These two aspects are
anaphora and cataphora. Anaphoric information is information that is accessible to

the hearer because it is identifiable in the immediately preceding discourse.

38



Anaphoric information “instructs the hearer how to locate the referent within
his/her mental representation” (Givén 2001b:254). Cataphoric information is

information that points to a referent's importance within the following narrative.

Anaphoric information, the information stored in the cognitive “files” of the speaker
and addressee, relies upon the memory and consciousness of speech participants.
Once a “file” is created, that file becomes identifiable and can be referred to with
less syntactic coding (Lambrecht 1994:78). If no file is created, then the referent is
non-identifiable. At times, a referent with no “file”, i.e. non-identifiable, may be
presupposed by a shared cultural schema and thus in realityiis identifiable. In cases
of a presupposed referent, the speaker assumes that theregs “a certain representation
in the mind of the addressee” which is shared by both (hambrecht 1994:79).

An important grammatical signal of identifiability is the distinction between definite
and indefinite noun phrases. Definiteness marks whethera referent is assumed to
be identifiable to the addressee” (Lambrecht 1994:79). Tt is often syntactically
realized by using certain articles, possessive de¢terminers and demonstrative
determiners. Other ways to mark definiteness are word order, use of a numeral, or

use of a particle.

It is interesting to note that the identifiability status of a referent is normally
maintained over the full extent of a discourse (Lambrecht1994:89). Chafe (1976:40)
argues that “it would appear that context or scene is all-important, and that
definiteness can be preserved indefinitely if the eventual context in which the

referent is reintroduced is narrow enough to make the referent identifiable.”
Fillmore (1982:111) calls the context a “frame” which he describes as:

... any system, of concepts related in such a way that to
understand anyJof them you have to understand the
whole’structure in which it fits; when one of the things
in such a structure is introduced into a text, or into a
conversgation, all of the others are automatically made

available.

A frame can be very broad in that a large number hearers would be able to identify
the existential referent of the NP “the sun”, whereas a much smaller number would
be able to identify the referent of “the car.” Thus a shared frame (or cognitive
schema) is essential to the identification of a referent. The shared frame can be

created by a shared cultural world or a shared textual world.
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A frame is made up of all the knowledge one has stored in the brain. But knowing
something and thinking about it are two separate cognitive states. To process
information, one must be actively thinking about the frame. If one says, “The stars
really shone yesterday,” and one was thinking about the night sky while another was
thinking of a professional basketball game, the referent “stars” would not be

identifiable. A frame must be activated.

Chafe (1987:22) argues that a particular concept, a frame or schéma, may be in one
of three activation states: active, accessible or inactive. An activesstate is when a
frame/schema is the focus of one's consciousness in short tefm memory. An
accessible state is when a frame/schema is “in a person's peripheral consciousness.”
An inactive frame/schema is one that is in a person's long termymemory and no

longer on the periphery.

The importance of activation states is that “they have formval correlates in the
structure of sentences” (Lambrecht 1994:94). Activated'€oncepts are typically coded
with pronouns or zero anaphora. Inactive concepts,are often coded with full NPs. It
is important to note that while pronouns and zexo artaphora necessarily signal
activation, a full NP does not necessarily signal indctive status as there is another

factor involved, namely salience.

Lambrecht (1994) argues that referrifg.expressions signal who a participant is and
their future importance within the narrative (cataphoric information). The relative
importance of a participant is termed, 'thematic salience' by Longacre (1990),
'persistence as a topic' by Givone(2001b) and 'prominence’ by Lambrecht (1994).
Thus an active referent may feeeive more coding than warranted by activation status

alone if it is thematically salient,

It is expected that unideéntified, thematically salient referents will receive the most
coding. The purpose gf.default coding is to create the correct cognitive frames in

which to identify and interpret the participants of a narrative.

3.2 Methodology

On the basis of these theoretical concepts, the texts were examined and analyzed in
terms of the functions of referring expressions in discourse. These are described in

the following sections.
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3.3 NPs with attributive modifiers in discourse

A maximally modified Bru KS NP may include attributive modifiers as well as a
classifier phrase (CIfP), a possessive phrase (PossP) and a demonstrative (DEM).
Attributive modifiers include stative verbs (adjective-like elements denoted as
VP[stat]) and relative clauses (RelC). These attributive modifiers may be divided
into a nonrestrictive class or a restrictive class. The Bru KS NP is represented in a

formula in example (51) below.

(51) NP -->N (VP{[stat]) (PossP) (CIfP) (DEM) (RelC)°

3.3.1 Nonrestrictive modifiers

Nonrestrictive modifiers are stative verb phrases (VP[stat]) and relative clauses
(RelC) which add descriptive information about a yeferenty’but are not intended to
restrict the range of plossible referents. They usudlly occur in the introduction of
unidentifiable referents. This class of modifier, proxides information about the new
referent, and also signals what role this referentwill‘have in the narrative. In
example (52) the younger brother (along with the'older brother) are first referred to
as the sons of the city ruler. Inmediately follewing this first reference, there is a
background sentence which states “they«(mother and father) only loved the younger
brother.” The next sentence is made‘up of'e subordinated adverbial clause headed
by the conjunction nuan 'becauselwith an embedded equative clause followed by

three nonrestrictive relative clauses.

(52) Buyeang Fish Story.003=005

m.poa kryay bwm_ kom baw ba: na? aj kap sem

father city shave \child young man two Clf person older and younger
te:  m.pe? fenuped pern te sem uan sem pen  kuaj o}

but mother father love but younger- because younger be person good
litan pom mak tfuaj kuaj  ka.noh tfluaj tran pruam

study” clever’ like help person other help animal also

The ruler 6f the city had two sons who were young men, an older son and a
younger son. But the mother and father only loved the younger brother, because
the younger brother was a good person who was clever in his studies and who

liked to help other people and animals also.

The younger brother is the major participant in this narrative. He has the longest

introduction, which consists of four clauses, not counting his first mention as being

% Discussed earlier in section 2.2.2.3.
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the son of the ruler. This extended description points to the younger brother's future

actions as the one who is clever and helps others.

Another example of a nonrestrictive modifier is shown in (53). The referent being
introduced here is a snake. The noun ku.tf*an 'snake' is modified by the stative verb
put large’ and also an unmarked relative clause a.kom no? kuaj a.do? '[who] had
piled up the mangoes and wrapped itself around them.' Both the stative verb and

relative clause are nonrestrictive modifiers.

(53) The_Big_Snake_S-1-1.009

hwm kutfan pwt akom o2 kuaj? a.dp?
see snake large CAUS.pile mango wrap / COMP

(They) saw a large snake [who] had piled up the mangoes and had wrapped (itself

around them).

The attributive modifiers describe the size of thesnakésand what it had done in the

near past. This is particularly relevant as it is the inciting moment of the narrative.

Osborne (2009:45) observes that in Kmhmu/, “nenrestrictive modifiers also signal
the thematic salience of a referent by the amount of encoding material devoted to
describing it for the first time.” In examples (52) and (53), the younger son and the
snake are introduced with more attributive®modifiers than other participants,

indicating that they will have a more-salient role in the narrative.

3.3.2 Restrictive modifiers

The restrictive class of attributivésmodifiers serve to narrow down and restrict the
range of possible referents. Theygenerally occur with referents who have already
been identified. A restrictive adjectival modifier (in Bru KS a VP[stat]) refers to a
unique attribute of a feferent which uniquely identifies that referent. A restrictive
relative clause points back in the text to an event with which the referent is uniquely
associated (Givéon 2001b:176).

An example offan NP with a restrictive relative clause is found in example (54)

below. In this example the head noun is ka.muwzl 'young adult unmarried female'

which is restricted to that particular woman who the brothers had helped in the
immediately preceding paragraph. So this woman is identified as the woman

associated with the past event of the brothers helping her.
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(54) The_Big_Snake_S-1-1..152

pta dan new ki  aj lyj temdom  kap ka.macl
when know thing that older so marry with female.unmarried

ma.sem  a.laj tfuaj

woman 3P  help

When he understood the situation, the elder brother married the young woman
who they had helped.

3.4 Possessive phrases in discourse

Osborne (2009:46) states that the two major functions of Kmhmu' possessive phrases
are to anchor unidentifiable referents and to locate identifi@ble referents within the
discourse world. A third function found in the Bru KSsdatai§ that otherwise optional

possessive phrases add emphasis and focus to an idengifiable referent.

Possessive phrases anchor an unidentifiable reférent by’ linking them to a possessor
who has already been identified. Examples of pessessive phrases anchoring an
unidentifiable referent were rare in the data, 6€eurring only four times. Each time
they occurred, they served to anchor a minongeferent which played almost no role
in the narrative as is shown in example (55):below, where the unidentified referent
is t"raj 'field', which plays no active yole in.the narrative. It is anchored to the
identifiable referents n? 'grandfather’ andytfaw 'grandson'. This data leads to the
hypothesis that anchoring an unidentified referent by means of a possessive phrase

typically signals the relative unimportance of that referent.
(55) The_Wild_Buffalo_Ear.008

ntum prean lyj “tajah tw dop klaj t'raj k'om »p?

group hunter se walk return house pass field POSS grandfather
kap tfaw

and grandchild

So the group of hunters walked back home, passing by the grandfather and

grandson'syfield.

The second function of a possessive phrase, locating an identifiable referent in the
discourse world, is shown in example (56). In this example, the kon ka.mu:l 'child
unmarried young woman' is located in the discourse world as the children of the

mother.
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{56) The_Big_Snake_S-1-1.013

te  kon  kamul maj muaj na? muaj na?

but child female.unmarried 25.Poss one  CIf person one CIf _person
ton  pen m.paj y.koa?

must be wife 1S.POSS

But one of your daughters must become my wife.

The third function of possesive phrases is to add extra emphasis and focus to the
possesor. These possesives are not obligatory. Example (57) has the possessive
phrase 5.k"o:l ku.tf"an an 'his snake skin' where the already identified snake skin was
used without a possesor in the previous sentence. Using/the 3S pronoun emphasizes

and reactivates the mental representation of the possesor.

(57) The_Big_Snake_S-I-L.051

p'r  uh kat gkl ku.tffan an 78?7 ta an  ka? pen
when fire burn skin snake 3S“POSS finish then 3S so be
kuaj  kw kw  sipaj dok

person every every day PRT_conclusion

“When the fire burns up his snake skinythen he will be a person from then on for

sure.”

3.5 NPs with classifier phrases in discourse

Classifier phrases not only emb®dy and quantify nouns (see section 2.2.2.3.2), but
also have discourse functions. Hepper (1986) argues that the motivation behind
using classifier phrases is therelative importance or salience of a referent. Osborne
(2009) states that KhmHiu' classifiers signal “the specificity, identifiability and

thematic salience of dreferent.”

3.5.1 Specificity

Specificity is the,term which describes one of the functions of classifiers. While a
sort noun by itself represents a generic concept, the combination of a sort noun and
a classifier specifies an individual instance of that generic concept in the real world
(Foley 1997). Example (58) shows this function when it uses the classifier phrase
muaj na? 'one Clf_person' to specifically refer to one particular child out of the group
of seven children. If no classifier phrase had been used, then the referent would be

indefinite as either the whole group of children or as one unidentified child.
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(58) Seven_Orphans.035

kon muaj na? m.poa m.poa nagj simur hwk alx

child one ClIf person father father here vine big  very

One of the children: "Father, father, is a root that is very big."

3.5.2 Identifiability

Osborne (2009:49) argues that in Khmhu' speech a classifier phasewith the number
'one' which is used with a new referent “tells the hearer notgo search for an existing
mental representation but to create a new one.” While this'is als@rthe case in the Bru
narratives of this study, there are some exceptions where a new referent is not
introduced with a classifier phrase using the number 'one'" The lack of a classifier
phrase in the introduction may be a clue that the reféfent is not as salient in the
narrative (see section 3.5.3). In example (59) the,smallvillage is introduced for the

first time with a classifier phrase using muaj 'one.
(59) The_Grandfather_Ghost.002
dun ta?  tfa bum il kuj? kuwej? muaj vil

time.long arrive PST EXIST village.smalljsmall one village

A long time ago there was a yery'small village.

3.5.3 Thematic salience

Classifier phrases are also usedwo signal thematic salience. In general, referents who
are more important to thewarrative, i.e. have thematic salience, are introduced with
a classifier phase. In example/(59) above, the seven daughters have more thematic
salience than their father the king who is introduced 2 lines earlier without a
classifier phase but with a compound NP and a relative clause as shown in example
(60).

(60) Seven/Orphans.174
waw t?Vy jah pa.nea m.poa Vil tfe? ki
speak about side ruler father village close that

(Now we will) talk about a village ruler (who lived) close to there.

In The Seven Orphans narrative, only the main participants, the seven orphans, and
the secondary participants, the seven daughters, are introduced with classifier

phrases. In The Grandfather Ghost narrative, the only referent to be introduced with
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a ClfP was the main participant, the orphan boy. In the Big Snake narrative, the
main participant of the first episode, the youngest daughter, is introduced with a
CIfP. The main participants of the second episode, the daughter and the two brothers
are introduced with ClfPs. In the Buyeang Fish narrative, only the main participant,
the younger brother (and his older brother as they were introduced together) are
coded with a CIfP. Finally, in the Wild Buffalo Ear narrative, none of the main
participants receive a CIfP in their introduction. The wild buffalo(which is shot does
receive a CIfP, but this is to specify that there was only one wild buffalo killed and

not to encode salience.

The only exception to this coding strategy is found in The/Big Snake S-I-L narrative
where the two brother's grandfather is introduced with a.ClfP&This grandfather only
appears for one line and then exits the stage. One might@ccount for this anomaly by
pointing out that the CIfP for the grandfather occurs in the line where the two
brothers are introduced. A possible hypothesis is that the ClfP in the appositive NP
ba: na? sem aj 'two person younger older' influgnce’theruse of a CIfP in the

grandfather NP. This is shown in example (61)‘below.

(61) The_Big_Snake.120

waw ti? ba: na? sem aj vt nag D? ra.kon
speak about two CIf person’ younger older live with grandfather man
muaj na?

one  CIf person

Now we will talk about two brothers who lived with (their) grandfather.

Thus there is ample evidence that the use of classifier phrases is heavily motivated

by thematic salience within‘a Bru KS discourse.

3.6 NPs with demonstratives in discourse

Himmelmann (1996) describes the discourse functions of determiners as situational
and discourse déictic. A determiner functioning in a situational sense points to
something outsidesthe world of the text but present in the setting where the speech
act was taking place. While Bru KS does not have determiners in the form of
definite articles, it does have demonstratives which perform the same deictic
functions as determiners. An example of this is shown in (62) where the size of a
tree is compared to an unknown post. Either this is the story teller pointing to a
house post which is outside the text world or he is using a cultural schema where

the only thing the post could refer to would be the post of the orphan's house.
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(62) Seven_Orphans.071

mah ta.nul naj

equal post  this

“Equal to the post (of our house).” or “Equal to a house post.”

The discourse deictic function of demonstratives will be discussed in section 3.11 as

demonstratives performing this function are not found within an/NP.

3.6.1 Tracking use

NPs with demonstratives are often used to track participants. They track participants
by signaling identifiable referents, to specify referents that are ambiguous or to
signal thematic salience. Bru KS uses the near proximal demonstrative ki: 'that' to
track participants that are identifiable. There werefo examiples in the narratives
where the immediate proximal demonstrative ngj'this" was used to track identifiable
referents. Example (63) shows the tracking function ag'the ra.ko:t 'squirrel' had

already been identified.

(63) Seven_Orphans.105
ra.kat kit ka? tfon kal aludphwk pruam

squirrel that so up treestem big also

“The squirrel will go up albig tree also.”

Bru KS gives special salience togeferents which have a demonstrative with the
additional causative prefix 21. These salience promoting demonstratives are rare,
occurring only three times-out of the 129 times demonstratives were used in the
narratives under study. In example (64) below, the tree is emphasized as the salient

referent because the demeonstrative a.ki:. 'EMPH-that' is located within the NP.
(64) Seven_Orphans.122

poj kal ‘asrki tfom tet  amil
point/tree EMPH-that up stuck cloud

The tip of that tree went up into the clouds.

3.6.2 Recognitional use

Himmelmann (1996) describes the recognitional function of NPs which have a
demonstrative. This NP construction points to an inactive referent outside the text

world but which is accessible in the memories of the hearers. Osborne (2009:55)
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summarizes, “This is distinctive from tracking use in that it is typically the only
reference made to this referent in the discourse, and it assumes a particular
knowledge shared by the speaker and hearers.” In the five narratives analyzed for
this thesis, there were only two examples of a demonstrative pointing to a text
external referent. Example (65) refers to a house which is not mentioned before this
point. The demonstrative either points to a house outside the text world or is a
cultural construct where the listeners know that the father is referring to his own

house. The storyteller expects the listeners to recognize the house‘he is speaking of.
(65) Seven_Orphans.118

mah doy nagj

equal house this

“As big as (our) house.”

3.7 Proper nouns in discourse

Proper nouns refer to a particular referent witheut any modification. There were no
occurrences of proper nouns in the five Bru KS narratives under study. The sixth
narrative, King Paajit, was translated frém Isan/Thai, which is the language of wider
communication. It was added to the corpusfor this research to show how Bru KS

uses proper nouns in discourse.

Bequette (2008:62) reports that soeial taboos limit the use of proper names in
Bunong. Proper names are avoided by using kinship terms (see section 3.8). Proper
names are also avoided by réferring to a parent by the name of their eldest child as
in Mother X or Father Y. This phenomenon of avoiding use of proper names was not
observed among the Bru of Khok Sa-at village. One hypothesis is that Bru KS has lost
this language attitude through contact with the Isan Thai culture. Possibly, the lack

of proper names in Bru KS narrative reflects a past taboo.

Proper nouns are used to introduce an unidentifiable referent when they are first
mentioned as sHown i example (66) where the city of Inthapatha is introduced as a
proper noun. Alseythe unidentifiable referent pa.nea pa.. tfit 'King Paajit' is introduced
in a presentational clause butn kom baw ra.mwh pa.nea pa. tfit 'there was child young
call king paajit'. The use of a proper noun may be a sign that the referent is salient,
additional coding such a King Paajit receives is a better indicator that a referent is
salient in the narrative. Both proper nouns in.t"a.pa.t"a: and pa:. tfit have labels or
titles preceding the proper noun: This is the case with most of the proper nouns in

the King Paajit narrative.
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(66) King_Paajit.001
te  la dun t? ta kruap int'a.pa.taz bwmn  kon
from past timelong come PST city Inthapatha  EXIST child
ba:w ra.mwh pa.nea pa.tfit

young.man name ruler Paajit

A long time ago in the city of Inthapahtha, there was a young man named King
Paajit.
Osborne (2009:57) argues that proper nouns in Kmhmu' are gtsed for’identifiable
referents which need to be disambiguated from a group. Thistext sample contains
no examples of proper nouns functioning this way in Bru K§, Referents are
disambiguated by using kin terms and modifiers such as ajshwk 'older.brother big' to
distinguish the eldest brother from his siblings. Bru KS can-also use proper nouns to

disambiguate a specific referent just as it uses kin/terms.

Osborne (2009:58) also shows that proper noums can anchor unidentified referents.
This is done using a possessive phrase where ‘the proper noun acts as the anchor to
make a referent identifiable. There were no'examples in the text where this occurs,

though it does occur with kinship terms which are analogous to proper nouns.

Lastly, another function of proper nounssssthat they are used as terms of address.
This function is often seen in direct/speech quotes where a speaker addresses or
refers to the listener with a propet noun instead of a second person singular
pronoun. This phenomenon was observed to occur infrequently in daily Bru
conversation. It may be that pilingualism in Thai is influencing this usage. An
example of proper nouns as term of address is found in example (67) below where
King Paajit addresses Lady Arapim directly and yet uses her name instead of the

second person singular pronotin maj 'you'.
(67) King_Paajit.041

o ka? si )BC  sinsot e sek nearn a.ra.pim

then son IRR, take bride-price come request lady Arapim

“Then I will get the bride price money and come ask to marry you.

3.8 Kin terms in discourse

Kinship terms such as 'father', 'mother’, 'elder sibling' and 'younger sibling' among

others are ubiquitous in Bru KS discourse. In narratives one through five in this
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paper, kinship terms are used to refer to all participants 55% of the time. Of all

human participants, kinship terms were used 68%.

Bunong uses kinship terms to convey the relation between two people and to show
deference to those who of an older generation (Bequette 2008:62). Kinship terms are
fluid within a narrative and may change depending on which participant is on stage.
In The Big Snake S-I-L narrative, the youngest daughter is referred to as sem
'vounger' until her husband the snake loses his snake skin and has to be a person.
Immediately following that event, the reference to the youngestsdaughter changes to

m.paj 'wife'.

In Kmhmu', kin terms are used to signal non-major participants, to communicate
cultural information, to address another participant, to/anchorjunidentifiable
referents, to reactivate accessible referents and to highlight the relationships
between referents (Osborne 2009:79).

Kinship terms do not refer to a specific entity as/do,proper nouns. Therefore, they
need to be modified in some way when they are introduced in a narrative. Often
they are introduced with a presentational phrase, followed by a relative clause as in
(68) below.

(68) Seven_Orphans.002

ter la dun ta?  tfe burw  a.jea? taw a.tfujh
from past long.time come(PST EXIST grandmother old  grandfather

t"aw mpe? kadem mpoa kadem

old mother barred father barren

A long time ago there was/an old grandmother and an old grandfather who

were barren.

While Kmhmu' uses kinship terms to signal non-major participants, Bru KS uses. kin
terms to refer to both major participants and non-major participants. In (68) above,
the old grandmothér"andyold grandfather are local VIPs and are introduced with a
presentational phrase _In example (69) below, the m.paj 'wife' is possessed by the
tfaw 'grandson, which according to Osborne would signal a non-major participant. In
this case, the wife is also a major participant on par with the grandchild. Thus use of
kinship terms in a possessive phrase does not necessarily signal that the possessed

participant is less salient.
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(69) The_Wild_Buffalo_Ear.089

m.pai  tfaw ka? abhuh paj luh bat ta  ta  bo
wife  grandchild so ask C pullLup grass finish PST Q

The grandson's wife asked them, “Have you finished pulling up all the grass?”

Bru KS uses kin terms in discourse to signal cultural information. In example (68)
above, the terms a.jea? 'grandmother’ and a.tfujh 'grandfather’ are;understood
culturally to refer to any older person. In this case, the 'grandmother’ is barren and
so technically could not be a real grandmother. Thus this terffr could be translated as

'old woman' instead of 'grandmother.

The use of the term p? 'grandfather or grandmother' shows special respect for the
referent. It can be used for an actual biological grandparent or for an older person.
In The Wild Buffalo Ear narrative, o? is the actual grandfather. In the Buyeang Fish

narrative, p? is a term of address and respect as showmin example (70) below.

(70) The_Buyeang_fish.051

an lyj muwt ablwh paj p? n? vil maj m.pe?
3S so enter ask C grandmother grandmother village 2S why
tr bwn  kugj

NEG EXIST person

So he entered the house and askedy "Grandmother, grandmother, why aren't

there any people in your village?”

Kin terms often function to highlight the relationship between participants. In The
Seven Orphans narrative, the old grandfather is first referred to as a. tfujh 'generic old
man/grandfather'. Later he is feferred to as a.jak 'husband' when conversing with his
wife or when expressing ‘his feélings about her pregnancy. When he talks to his
children or is with his childrén, he is referred to as m.poa 'father'. In the narrative,
the father abandons,his children three times. After the first two attempts to
abandon the childreny the narrator refers to him as a.tfujh 'generic old man' instead
of 'father', perlaps emphasizing the fact that he no longer wants to be their father.

This is shown in example (71) below.
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(71) Seven_Orphans.047 and 048

m.poa si  pa? pfoit rp.paT te: dun i waw tu
father IRR go abandon 2P from timelong PST speak PST
a.tfujh t'aw ka? m.prek poy dony

grandfather old so carry.pole root return house

“Father is going to abandon you forever!” When he had finished speaking, the

old grandfather carried the root home on a pole.

3.9 Pronouns in discourse

Lyons (1977) argues that pronouns are a spatial phenomena that point to a
particular referent within the context of the narrative. "Ehis deictic function is best
seen in first person pronouns where the speaker points) to herself, and in second
person pronouns where the speaker points to the,addressee. Lyons also points out
that pronouns can be used anaphorically to refexback to a referent previously
mentioned in the text. This use of pronouns points back in time to a referent that
was identified earlier. Therefore, pronouns‘¢ansbe.used in a deictic manner or in an

anaphoric manner.

3.9.1 Deictic functions of pronotins

Osborne (2009:62) states that the deicti¢ use of pronouns is best seen in first person
Khmhu' narratives where the steryteller may point to herself with a first person
pronoun. Sometimes there is’amarrator who intrudes into the narrative by using a
first person pronoun to point.to himself without any anaphoric reference. The
narratives analyzed by this paper are all second person narratives, and there are no
narrator intrusions which, point to something outside the text. Thus, examples of the

deictic function are rare.

Osborne (2009:64) shows that the generic pronoun dee in Kmhmu' has the deictic
functions of generic reference, agent backgrounding, a default first person reference
and mitigation. Bru,KS uses two generic third person pronouns: naw and a.ma?.
There are examples where these pronouns function as a generic reference, but no
evidence that they have any other function. Example (72) shows how the generic
pronoun ngw points to an unidentified referent. Note how naw takes a demonstrative

in (72) while in example (73) a.ma? does not.
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(72) The_Big_Snake.016

k'an naw a.le? tfaz po?  pkoa? naw a.-ki typ  pen m.paj
if 3S which eat mango 1S.Poss 3§ EMPH.-that must be wife

y.koa?
15.POSS

“Whoever eats my mangos, that one must become my wife.”

(73) The_Big_Snake.143

ptr an  wa? t’ﬂ\. an ka? waw paj a.ma? Eﬁ;aj an an i
when 38 heal PST 3S then speak C  whoever helpy’ 35S 35S IRR
ten dom kap naw a.ki:

marry with 3P CAUS-there

After she had been healed she said that whogver had/helped her, she would marry

that person.

Another interesting example of the deictic functiefy of/pronouns is shown in
examples (74) and (75), where the third personplural a.lgj is used to point to a
certain group of unidentified friends or group. In (74), the unidentified referent is
ka.nea 'friend' which needs to be anchored oridentified in some way. The free
translation anchors the unidentified referent'with the possessive pronoun 'my'. But
really, the NP ka.nea a.laj 'friend 3P points/to some generic group of people. As
villagers are sometimes referred to,as friends, an alternative free translation could be
'just like other people have'. In (75), the unidentified referent is n. tfum 'group'. The
third person plural is pointing,to'the whole group of people in the city.

(74) Seven_Orphans.007

muaj si.daw djea? thaw waw kap ajak paj ja?  bwmn komn
one night /sgrandmother old speak with husband C ~ want have child

bwm tfaw kur ka.nea a.laj

have grandchtild’same friend 3P

Onesight, the old grandmother said to her husband, “I want to have children, I

want to have grandchildren just like my friends have.”

(75) The_Buyeang Fish.020
sem waw en tm ¥t kruay tug n.tfum a.laj paleqj? sam le?
younger speak again period live city help group 3P very  equal which

The younger brother said again, “During the time I lived in the city, I helped the

people so very much.”
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3.9.2 Anaphoric functions of pronouns

Pronouns function anaphorically to reiterate the identity of a referent at paragraph
boundaries. This is shown in (76) below where the main character, the youngest
daughter is referred to with a third person singular pronoun an at the beginning of a
text boundary. In the previous section, she had been referred to with a kin term and

then a zero reference.

(76) The_Big_Snake.043

phr t? mue tamai an  ka? waw mugj na? saz kit en  tfon
when come day new 3S so speak one CIf person liKe that again until
tfom si.ak nap kal auay sap

bird crow on tree hear

The next day, she said the same thing to herself (outdoud) until a crow up in the

tree heard her.

Pronouns are also used anaphorically to give prominence to the referent. When a
pronoun is used instead of a 'zero' reference, except at boundaries, it signals that the
referent is in particular focus. Generally the referent is referred to with a kin term in
a sentence initial adverbial phrase and then is'géferred to again with a pronoun
before the subject marker ka? 'so'. Thissseeond reference comes before the main

storyline verb. Example (77) and example(78) illustrate this construction.
(77) The_Grandfather_ Ghost.009
burn muqgj sipaj p? a?.i tfar  an ka? kutfit pa? tfam
EXIST one day grandfather sick then 3S so die g0  Prt_sympathy
One day the grandfather became sick and then he went and died.

{(78) The_Big_Snake_S-1-1..039

sem a.lah hwm sa: ki: an ka? si.om mit paleaj?

younger youngest sce  like that 38§ so happy very

(When) the youngest sister saw that [ie. what he was like], she was very happy.

3.9.3 Pronominal constructions

The pronominal constructions which were found in the texts were pronouns used in
apposition to a clarifying noun phrase and pronouns used with a classifier phrase.

Very few pronominal constructions contained demonstratives.
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3.9.3.1 Appositional pronoun constructions.

Appositional pronoun constructions are formed by a pronoun immediately
proceeding a NP. Example (79) below is the only case of an appositional pronoun
construction in the texts under study. It is used to disambiguate the reference and to

add emphasis that the hunters had played a trick on the grandson and grandfather.
(79) The_Wild_Buffalo Ear.024

D? lvj waw a.tfon paj ka.tur sinur muajmnam naj bo:
grandfather so speak up C ear  buffalo.wildfone CLF thing this Q
t:  alaj n.tfum prean atym haj

REL 3P group hunter say 1P.inc

The Grandfather spoke up saying, "Is it just one_wild buffalo ear which they, that

group of hunters, were telling us about?"

3.9.3.2 Pronoun phrases with classifiers

The function of a classifier phrase in a pronominak construction is to disambiguate
the referents and to remind the listener whouthe referents are. In example (80), the
use of the classifier phrase ba: na? 'two people' is motivated by the need to reiterate
the referents as it occurs at the beginning.of a new section. Previous to sentence
031, the third person plural a.lagj had beén used in both sentences 029 and 030. In
sentence 28, the referring expressions'were the kin terms 'grandfather’ and
'grandson’. The classifier phrase is not needed to disambiguate the referents as that

is clear with the continual use of'alaj '3P'.

(80) The_Wild_Buffalo _Ear,031

ph: paleaj? niflaj to:pa? a.laj ba: na? ka? Iuh bat «a
when many month next 3P two Clf person so pullup grass NEG

ne?
complete

After manyjmonths passed by, the two of them had not pulled up all the weeds.

The same motivation to reiterate and emphasize the referents at a text boundary is
shown in example (81) below. Note that in the sentence initial adverbial phrase, the
third person pronoun a.lgj has no modification. But a.laj is modified with a classifier

phrase before the main storyline verb.
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(81) The Wild Buffalo Ear.066

p:  alaj ta? new kii tfx alaj bz na? lyj loah te
when 3P do like that PST 3P two Clf person so out from
donp pa? to? t'raj

house go to field

When they had done as they planned, then they both went out of the house and
went to the field.

3.10 Classifier phrases as referring expressions

Classifier phrases are used anaphorically to track referents in'Bru KS discourse.
They are analogous to pronouns in their use, particularly*whéen tracking two
referents as a couple. This is seen in both the Seven/Orphans and Big Snake
narratives where the mother and father in each are referred to as ba: na? 'two
CIf_person' 12 times. The use of the classifier phrase emphasizes that both the
participants are the subject of the verb. An example of a classifier phrase used as a

referring expression is found in (82) below/

(82) Seven_Orphans.003

ba: na? ta?  don/ “katwp wit him sak
two Clf person make house~shack LOC edge forest

They made a little house on thesedge of a forest.

Classifier phrases as referring expressions sometimes have a unique word order at
text boundaries. In example (83) below, sentence 022 starts a new section of text
with a long adverbial phrase which focuses the narrative on a particular time. Then
it focuses in on the two' participants with the classifier phrase ba: na? 'two Clf person’
followed by the noun'phrase/m.paj kap a.jak 'wife and husband'. This case of NP

apposition is appatently motivated by the boundary of a new section of text.
(83) Seven_Oxphans,022

ph: " ta2,  sidaw thapy dvk pap ki ba: na? m.paj kap
when come night period dark day that two Clf person wife and

a.jak Iyj waw kan  paj
husband so speak RECIP C

When the dark of night came that day, both the wife and husband then said to

each other ....
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3.11 Demonstratives as referring expressions

Osborne (2009:75) observes that demonstratives without an NP have a situational
deictic function in Kmhmu', a participant tracking function and a discourse deictic
function. In the Bru KS texts analyzed in this paper, there are no examples of
demonstratives functioning alone, outside of an NP, pointing to something outside
the text world, i.e. situational deixis. Nor are there any examples of demonstratives
outside of an NP functioning to track participants. But there are many examples of
demonstratives outside of an NP pointing anaphorically to an’event or situation

which occurred previously in the text, i.e. discourse deicti¢/function.

Osborne (2009:51) shows that discourse deictic use points'te a previous segment in
the text. In Kmhmu' this is realized as neew ni? 'like this.' ImsBru KS the discourse
dietic use is realized as new ki: 'thing that' or sa: ki: like that'. Example (84) shows
both realizations using the relatively far distal demenstrative ki.. They both point
back to the previous revelation that the wild buffale ear had been transformed into a

beautiful woman.
(84) The_Wild Buffalo_Ear.088

phr p? dan  new ki, ka? waw paj k"an pen sa: ki

when grandfather know thing that so speak C if be like that
gkoa? si om  maj tenpdam “kap tfaw khm  y.koa?

1S IRR allow 2S marry )with grandchild POSS 18

When the grandfatheranderstood the situation, he said, “If it is like that, T will

have you to marry my'grandson.”

Demonstratives can also be& fisedyto point forward (cataphoric) to a new situation
coming in the text. Whén the\pear distal demonstrative naj 'this' is used, it points
forward. This is shownsin,example (85) where the big bird introduces its plan by

pointing to what he is about to say with sa: ngj 'like this'.
(85) Seven Orphahs.144

tfom hwk it sa ngj
bird big Jtake like this

The big bird - “You can do something like this.”
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3.12 Zero anaphora in discourse

Zero anaphora is used to maintain a referent which has already been activated. It is
used until a new referent is activated or until there is a discontinuity within the text.
This is illustrated in example (86) where the referent a;j 'older brother' is activated

in line 006 and then referred to with zero anaphora for the next four clauses.

(86) The_Buyeang_fish.006-010

wj pen kugg ot o @ kwt te o kap™wan du du
older be person NEG good older think NEG good with 3S often often
(7] nkoh an  bwn hun (%) p.koh mpoa @ja? kruag om
older afraid 3S have inheritance older afraid,fathen,, offer_up city for
sem i @  kut atfit sem

younger so  older think CAUS-die youngef

The older brother was not a good person./Often, (le) thought evil about him
(younger brother). (He) was afraid that heswould'receive a better inheritance.
(He) was afraid that his father would give the city to his younger brother. So (he)
thought about killing the younger bréther:

3.13 Summary

Bru KS has a wide range of referring expressions that signal to the listener a
referent's identifiability, activatiomtstatus'and salience. The basic rule that the
amount of linguistic coding material used to refer to an inactive referent is what
signals that referent's relative'salience. The more coding material used, the more
salient the referent. Conversely, the amount of coding material used to refer to an
already activated participant\gignals its identifiability. The more identifiable a -

referent is, the less coding it receives.

Table 13 below contains the inventory of referring expressions in Bru KS and their

functions in the discourse.

Table 13: Inventory of Bru KS referring expressions

Referring Expression Discourse Function

NP's with nonrestrictive To introduce unidentifiable referents

attributive modifiers To signal salience by the amount of coding

To signal the role of the referent

NP's with restrictive attributive |To identify accessible referents using unique
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modifiers

attributes or events

Possessive phrases

To anchor unidentifiable referents

To locate identifiable referents in the discourse

world

NPs with classifier phrases

To individuate a specific referent,
To emphasize the salience of-a referent

To quantify referents

NPs with demonstratives

To point to referents inmthe wotld of the

To point to referents outside the world of

discourse
To signal identifiable referents
To disambigtrate acgessible referents

To signal thématic salience of referents

Proper nouns

To intreduce*unidentifiable referents

To a€t.as terms of address

Kin terms

To introduce unidentifiable referents
To communicate cultural information
To act as terms of address

To re-activate accessible referents

To show the relationship between two referents

Pronouns

To identify unidentifiable referents

To reiterate participant identity at text

boundaries

To emphasize a participant

Pronominal constructions
-Appositional pronoun phrases

-Pronoun phrases with

classifiers

To reiterate participant identity at text

boundaries
To disambiguate accessible referents

To emphasize referents
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Classifier phrases

To track participants

To mark text boundaries

Demonstratives

To point to a previous or future action or event

in the text

Zero anaphora

To signal an active referent
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