An analysis of participant reference in Bru narrative texts
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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the participant identifi¢ation system of five third-person
narrative texts in the Bru language as spoken inthe village of Khok Sa-at (Bru KS) of
Sakon Nakhorn province, Thailand. Thesamalysis describes referring expressions used

to track participants and their discourse fungtions.

The inventory of referring expressions,used to track participants consists of null
(zero) reference, nouns, pronounsy NPs with claésifiers, NPs with demonstratives and
NPs with relative clauses. Each 6f{these referring expressions have a particular
function and role in the diseousse to identify referents and to signal thematic

salience.

Givén's (2001b) methddsofitopic persistence and decay is used to objectively
determine participant rank. This method identifies which participants are central,
major, minor or periphéral. Dooley and Levinsohn's (2001) method is used to
discern sequential parti€¢ipant reference patterns in terms of default encodings in
eight different envirenments. The combination of these two methodologies revealed
useful insights into some of the difficulties of identifying the referents experienced

by non-native Bru KS speakers.
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